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Crown Prince visits Qatar today 

AMMAN (Rstra) — HRH Crown Prince Hassan today 
pays an -official two-day visit to Doha upon an invitation 
from Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 Thani of Qatar, 
prince Hassan will hold talks with Qatari Crown Prince 
Sheikh Jassem Ben Hamad A1 Thani on ways of strength- 
ening bilateral relations and boosting cooperation m var- 
ious fields. Accompanying the Crown Prince is Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali, Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs and Minister of State few Prime 
Ministry Affaire Jawad Anani and Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. Before his departure. Prince Hassan received 
the U.S. Congress delegation and reviewed with them the 
peace process and means of bolstering,ecooomic cooper- 
ation between Jordan and the United States. The meeting 
was attended by Dr. Tarawneh and Minister of Trade 
Industry and Supply Hani MulkL 
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Israel demolishes, seals 
Palestinian homes 

ASSIRA (AP) — Israel on Monday began sealing and 
demolishing the homes of four Islamists who blew them- 
selves up in two suicide bombings in Jerusalem this year, 
the army said. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat said the 
demolitions were “a new violation of what had been agreed 
upon" in the peace accords with Israel. Israeli troops 
clamped a curfew on Assira, near the Palestinian-run West 
Bank town of Nablus, as two homes were being partially 
bricked up and two others levelled by bulldozers. Several 
village residents threw firebombs to try and stop the demo- 
litions, said Brig. Gen. Yaakov Zigdon. an Israeli army 
commander in the area. ■’There was some opposition from 
the villagers "this morning,” he said, adding that he expect- 
ed the demolitions to be completed by Monday evening. 
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Majali’s government wins 


House vote of confidence 

51 deputies endorse Cabinet — 15 vote against — 12 abstain 



Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali replies to Lower House deputy statements before 
the vote of confidence Monday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment of Abdul Salam 
Majali on Monday won a 
majority vote of confi- 
dence from the newly- 
elected Lower House of 
Parliament after the prime 
minister committed his 
government to improving 
Jordanians’ living stan- 
dards, fighting poverty 
and unemployment and 
preserving public free- 
doms. 

Fifty-one of 79 deputies 
present voted in favour of 
Dr. Majali’s 24-member 
team, which took office in 
March while Parliament 
was in recess. Fifteen 
deputies, mainly Islamists, 
leftists and independents 
voted against the govern- 
ment twelve abstained 
and one. Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour, did not cast a 
vote. 

In his reply to the vari- 
ous demands put forward 
by 55 deputies during, two 
days of speeches. Dr. 
Majali promised that his- 
govemment will strive to 
meet the deputies' 
demands. 

"We promise to exert our 
best efforts in cooperation 
with the House to translate 
your aspirations into prac- 


tice and to reflect the out- 
come on the people's pre- 
sent and future life,” Dr. 
Majali told the House. 

Many deputies had criti- 
cised the introduction of a 
temporary Press and Pub- 
lications Law which they 
said placed extra curbs on 
media freedoms. Others 
said they feared two draft 
laws promised by the gov- 
ernment to regulate Jor- 
dan’s 22 political parties 
and 80,000-strong profes- 
sional uniohs might hinder 
Jordan's eight-year-old 
democratic march. 

Dr. Majali rejected these 
charges saying his govern- 
ment was committed to 
democracy, pluralism and 
freedom of expression. 

“The government is keen 
on protecting freedom of 
expression, but within the 
boundaries of the law” he 
said. 

He added that the previ- 
ous law did not have ade- 
quate penalties to protect 
people against excesses of 
sensational press. 

“The previous law did 
not provide deterring 
penalties to violators and 
did not provide the mini- 
mum requirements for the 
publication of a well- 
respected newspaper” Dr. 
Majali said, “is there free- 
dom of press anywhere in 


the world that is not regu- 
lated by law?” 

Most deputies pressed 
the Cabinet on the soaring 
unemployment and the 
escalating rates of poverty. 

Dr. Majali said his gov- 
ernment is giving “partic- 
ular attention to the dual 
problem of poverty and 
unemployment ” to help 
Jordan's growing poor — 
estimated at 30 per cent of 
the population — and to 
combat unemployment, 
which he put at 15 per 


cent. Other estimates put 
unemployment at a range 
between 22 to 27 per cent. 

"The government realis- 
es that confronting pover- 
ty and unemployment con- 
stitutes the basic social 
and economic challenge” 
Dr. Majali said in his 
speech. 

He said the government 
has introduced the social 
security package to help 
the less fortunate sectors 
of society who will be 
negatively affected by the 


government's economic 
restructuring programme. 
The package will ensure a 
decent life for Jordanians 
and equal opportunities in 
development and in partic- 
ipation in the social, eco- 
nomic and political lives. 

The government sought 
deputies’ confidence 
based on the policy out- 
lines of His Majesty King 
Hussein's Speech from the 
Throne delivered at 

(Continued on page 7) 


After threats: Farrakhan cancels 
Jerusalem visit, returns to Jordan 



U.S. Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan shows off a 
maquette of the Aqsa Mosque presented to him from 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat during* a news confer- 
ence in Amman Monday (Reuters photo) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — U.S. Hack 
Muslim leader Louis Far- 
rakhan on Monday urged 
Washington to do its utmost 
to stop hardline policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
help Palestinians set up their 
state. 

Me Farrakhan, 62, returned 
to Amman yesterday after 
cancelling a planned visit to 
Islamic holy sites in Arab east 
Jerusalem because Jewish 
extremists threatened to 
attack him for his alleged 
anti-semhic statements. 

“The Israelis wanted a stale, 
they wanted a flag, they want- 
ed an independent and sover- 
eign land and this they have." 
be told reporters. ‘The Riles- 
timans want and deserve the 
same thing,” added Me Far- 
rakhan, who has embarked on 
a 54-nation world ‘lour for 
peace." 

“Security for Israel is not 
more borders, more guns and 
more weapons,” he said. 

“.^Security for Israel is jus- 
tice for Palestinians, self 
determination, a true home- 
land and their right to make 
their products and expat 
them to the world. This is 
what the Palestinians want 
and this is what they deserve,” 
stressed Ml Farrakhan, clad 
in his usual black suit. 

On Sunday, be met Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
in Gaza after crossing into 
Palestinian territories on a 
visit that took Israeli authori- 
ties by surprise. After die 
meeting, Mr. Farrakhan 
announced plans to pray at A1 
Aqsa mosque compound in 
east Jerusalem’s old city. 

“President [Bill] Clinton 
and die nations that signed 
Oslo I and Oslo II psraefi- 
PLO peace deals] and tire 
Hebron [redeployment] pro- 
tocol have a duty to the peace 


process by urging Ml 
N etanyahu, even pushing him 
and threatening him the loss 
of some of the [U.S.] tax pay- 
ers’ money that goes to Israel 
each year if the settlements do 
not stop.” said Mr. Farrakhan. 

The Muslim leader who has 
angered Jews in the United 
States and Israel with frequent 
remarks viewed as anti-setnit- 
ic and anti-Zionist, said be 
decided not to go to east 
Jerusalem after threats issued 
by a far-right group known as 
the Idea From. 

“As you know, we were 
scheduled to pray at A1 Aqsa 
Mosque this morning... we 
learned that our presence in 
Jerusalem might incite 
demonstrations. We decided it 
would be in the best interests 
of peace, since I have accom- 
plished what I intended, to 
return to Jordan,” be said. 

“Throughout my stay [in 
Israel], there were discussions 
at the- highest levels of gov- 
ernment, so I understand as it 
was reported in the news, 
some were saying that I must 
be ousted from the country, 
then there was a government 
statement that Mr. Farrakhan 
was not welcome but that no 
one will interfere with my 
visit to A1 Aqsa." 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Netanyahu said that as a U.S. 
citizen. Ml Farrakhan had 
the right to enter Israel as a 
tourist however, Mr. Far- 
xakhan’s requests for meet- 
ings with Israeli officials had 
been rejected 

The black- American leader 
said he was shocked by the 
amount of daily Palestinian 
suffering because of Israeli 
policies. 

"This is something thai 1 did 
not know... I was deeply 
touched by the pain of the 
Palestinian people. I do not 
see bow what is going on can 
lead to peace unless the suf- 
fering of the Palestinian peo- 
ple is ended,” he said. 


Ml Farrakhan, who heads 
the Muslim Umma (nation), 
said he was against the United 
States’ boycott of “rogue 
stares” and said he will go 
ahead with bis three-month 
tour. 

Washington asked him not 
to visit Iraq, Iran. Cuban, 
North Korea. Sudan Libya 
and Syria and others, 
labelling them as "evil club 
states." 

“I do not think that the 
countries that I am visiting are 
rogue any more than any 
other entity on our planet 
They are suffering,” Ml Far- 
rakhan said. 

The black leader, who visit- 
ed Iraq earlier this month, 
called for the lifting of UN. 
economic sanctions imposed 
on Iraq after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 

"The people of Iraq are suf- 
fering,” he said. “If I were 
Lady Diana and went io Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein Hospital for 
children and cradled an Iraqi 
baby in my arms dying due to 
sanctions and the lack of 
medicine, they would say I 
am a saint.” said Mr. Far- 
rakhan. 

Tf Mother Theresa went 
and did that they would say: 
‘Oh she is a saint,” Bui if 


Louis Farrakhan. out of being 
a Muslim and feeling the pain 
and suffering of fellow Mus- 
lims. would want to go and 
stand by them and urge the 
lifting of sanctions, all of a 
sudden [they would sayj I am 
visiting a rogue regime.” he 
said 

"I was not able to meet with 
President Saddam Hussein 
but I did meet with his son 
[Udai] on the eve of his first 
year since the assassination 
attempt on his life... and I am 
very happy to report that his 
son was very' sharp, was very 
clear and gening stronger 
every day. We certainly pray 
for his complete recovery.” he 
said 

Mr. Farrakhan. who will 
leave for Egypt after a sever- 
al-day visit to Jordan, also 
said he planned to meet with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi despite U.S. adminis- 
tration protests. 

“I could never shy away 
from Muammar Qadhafi sim- 
ply because America, Britain 
and others do not like him. He 
is my brother and friend. I 
love him and 1 support him in 
all that he does for good and 1 
pray for the success of the 
Libyan Jamaheriyah and his 
continued success” he said. 


At least 80 
killed in 
UAE plane 
crash 

DUBAI (AP) — A charter 
flight with 86 people on 
board crashed in the desert 
Monday near an airport in 
the United Arab Emirates, 
and a hospital official said at 
least 80 people were killed. 

The TU-154 was en route 
from Tajikistan to Sharjah, 
United Arab Emirates, the 
state-run agency said. 

Sharjah television broad- 
cast footage from the crash 
site, where smoke rose from 
the twisted metal and 
wreckage. Rescue workers 
set up flood lights to work in 
the dark. Bodies, some of 
them charred, were carried 
away on stretchers. 

The plane, which 
belonged to the Tajik gov- 
ernment air company, 
Tajikavia, was carrying 77 
passengers and nine crew 
members. The plane went 
down in a desert 12 kilome- 
tres from the Sharjah air- 
port, the agency said. 

Sharjah, one of the seven 
Emirates, is about 20 kilo- 
metres northeast of Dubai. 
The weather was said to be 
calm. 

Survivors were taken to A1 
Qassimi Hospital in Shar- 
jah. An official at the hospi- 
tal, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said 80 bodies 
arrived. At least two people 
were critically injured and 
were being treated. There 
was no word on the remain- 
ing four people. 

The TU-154, a three- 
engine, medium-range air- 
craft has been involved in a 
number of deadly accidents 
in recent years. Some avia- 
tion officials have contend- 
ed that the aircraft, the 
workhorse of airlines of the 
former Soviet Union, is an 
unsafe plane. 


Iraq confirms 5th sentenced 
Jordanian will not be executed 


AMMAN ( AP) — A Jordan- 
ian sentenced to death for 
smuggling car parts will be 
spared his life, Iraq said Mon- 
day following an uproar over 
the executions last week of 
four other Jordanians. 

The decision to commute 
the death sentence of Araar 
Ghaleb Shihabeddine was 
conveyed Sunday by the Iraqi 
embassy to Jordan. Iraq's 
ambassador. Noun Al Weiss, 
told the Associated Press. 

Mr. Al Weiss said he met 
with the Secretary General of 
the Foreign Ministry, Ibrahim 
Nagawi. and told him that Mr. 
Shihabeddine “wiU not be 
executed.” He refused to elab- 
orate. 

It was not clear if Mr. Shi- 
habeddine will be freed or 
given a harsh prison terra. 

Iraq has also promised to 


release around 1 40 Jordanians 
from Iraqi prisons. Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh was 
reported as saying. 

Iraq apparently took the 
decision to prevent further 
deterioration of relations fol- 
lowing last Monday's execu- 
tions of four men, also 
accused of smuggling car 
pans worth $850. 

Iraq's action prompted King 
Hussein to issue his strongest 
condemnation ever of his for- 
mer ally. President Saddam 
Hussein. Jordan recalled its 
charge d'affaires from Bagh- 
dad and ordered Iraq to reduce 
its number of diplomats in 
Amman from 15 to eight 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
embassy has submitted a list 
of seven diplomats who will 
leave Jordan on Wednesday. 

Iraq had justified the execu- 


tions on the grounds that eco- 
nomic crimes are intolerable 
in a country that has been suf- 
fering from seven years of 
U.N.-imposed economic 
sanctions. But Jordan said the 
punishment was excessive. 

Fifteen years of Iraq’s 
friendly relations with Jordan 
began to chill in 1995, when 
King Hussein called for polit- 
ical change in Baghdad and 
granted asylum to senior Iraqi 
army defectors, including rel- 
atives of President Hussein. 

The two countries have had 
strong trade ties, and Jordan 
depends almost entirely on 
Iraq for its oil needs. While 
King Hussein has said he 
doesn’t care if Iraq suspends 
off supplies. Iraq has said it 
win never do such a thing to 
"sisterly Jordan.” 


Netanyahu to present troop 
pullback maps to Albright 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
will present U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright on 
Thursday with maps showing 
various options for Israel's next 
troop pullback from the West 
Bank, a senior official said 
Monday. 

But Ml Netanyahu told a 
briefing for diplomatic reporters 
that his cabinet would not 
finalise its proposals for the 
long-overdue pullback until 
mid-January at the earliest "bar- 
ring any unforeseen surprise.” 

The withdrawal itself would 
begin only five mouths later and 
be carried out in stages on con- 
dition the Palestinians “live up 
to their commitments” to fight 
terrorism, be said. 

The United States has openly 
urged Mr. Netanyahu to speed 
up the withdrawal required of 
Israel under interim peace 
agreements, and to cede a "sig- 
nificant” amount of new territo- 
ry to the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). But Mr. 
Netanyahu has so far declined 
to provide Ms. Albright with 
any details of the proposals 
under discussion in his cabinet. 

The two have already met 
three times in the past month 
and will hold a new round of 
talks Thursday in Paris. 

For the first time, Mr. 
Netanyahu will be accompa- 
nied by Foreign Minister David 


Levy, a relative moderate in the 
right-wing government who 
has been urging Mr. Netanyahu 
to speed up the pullback 
process. 

Ms. Albright will then meet 
with President Yasser Arafat 
later in the day in London, 
Palestinian officials said. 

The senior Israeli official, 
quoted by Israel Radio, said Mr. 
Netanyahu would present Ms. 
Albright with maps outlining 
the various pullback proposals 
and brief her on the cabinet 
deliberations. 

Israel media reports say the 
government is split over two 
proposals, one put forward by 
the hardline Infrastructure Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon and another 
by the more moderate Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. 

But Ml Netanyahu said the 
media was "exaggerating the 
differences.” 

He also said Israel had been 
"updating" the Palestinians on 
their deliberations and die 
senior official said the contacts 
had "reduced the gaps” 

between the two sides. 

The Palestinians argue that 
under the interim peace 

accords. Israel should hand over 
at least 60 per cent of the West 
Bank ar this stage of the peace 
process and withdraw from an 
additional 30 per cent by mid- 
1998 before the two sides con- 
clude negotiations on a perma- 


nent peace agreement 

Israel's cabinet last month 
conditionally approved one fur- 
ther troop pullback — without 
deciding on its scope — but 
only if the Palestinians enter 
directly into final peace negoti- 
ations and forego any further 
territorial concessions until 
those talks conclude. 

Far-right members of the gov- 
ernment approved this formula, 
apparently believing Mr. 
Netanyahu will not go ahead 
with any withdrawal. 

Earlier Monday Israel Radio 
said Mr. Netanyahu had reject- 
ed a U.S. request that he cany 
out the overdue troop with- 
drawal in January. 

The radio said U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of Stare Martin Indyk 
asked Mr. Netanyahu al a meet- 
ing Sunday night to speed up 
the pullback as a good faith ges- 
ture to the Palestinians. 

But Mr. Netanyahu insisted 
that the new transfer of land 
would only come after the PNA 
proves for a period of five 
months that it is taking serious 
action against armed Islamists. 

According to Israeli media 
reports. Mr. Sharon’s plan 
would maintain Israeli control 
over 70 per cent of the West 
Bank, including all Jewish set- 
tlements and areas inhabited by 
up to 500.000 Palestinians. Mr. 
Mordechai's plan would keep 
50-55 percent. 
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Palestinians welcome EU stand on Mideast peace deadlock 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority welcomed on 
Monday a policy statement 
by EU leaders this weekend 
which called for a halt to 
Jewish settlement building 
and backed the notion of 
Palestinian independence. 

“We welcome the E\J 
declaration;' said Nabil 
Abu Rudeina, a spokesman 
for Palestinian President 


Yasser Arafat 

"It is important for 
Europe, which understands 
the rights of Palestinians, to 
continue to play a role in 
the Middle East" he told 
AFP. 

Mr. Arafat is scheduled 
on Friday to visit Luxem- 
bourg, which currently 
holds the rotating presiden- 
cy of the 15-member Euro- 
pean Union. Mr. Abu 


Rudeina said. 

Thursday President Arafat 
is due to meet in London 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to dis- 
cuss the latest efforts to 
break a months-Iong dead- 
lock in the Israeli -Palestin- 
ian peace process. 

In a four-page declaration 
issued following a weekend 
summit in Luxembourg, the 
EU said it would “continue 


applying all its political and 
moral weight toward assur- 
ing that [peace] accords 
already concluded are fully 
put into operation on a reci- 
procal basis, as much by the 
Israelis and the Palestini- 
ans." 

The Union called for an 
end to “all counter-produc- 
tive unilateral a&tions, such 
as those concerning settle- 
ments and Jerusalem" and 


promised to help strengthen 
“support for Palestinian 
institutions in east 
Jerusalem” — the part of 
the city occupied by Israel. 

The European leaders 
also stated their readiness to 
contribute to facilitating 
Isroeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions on a permanent peace 
settlement “notably the 
possibility of creating a 
Palestinian state." 


Israel issued a strong 
rebuke on Sunday over the 
EU statement, which it 
called "unbalanced" in 
favour of the Palestinians. 

The Israeli foreign min- 
istry accused the EU ol 
“trying lo impose its partial 
point of view and excludes 
itself from any positive 
function in the peace 
process." 


34 killed in Algeria 
violence — papers 


PARIS (R) — Gunmen killed 
34 civilians, including a three- 
year-old child and a pregnant 
woman, in the latest series of 
attacks in Algiers and other 
Algerian regions, national 
newspapers said on Monday. 

Assailants cut the throats of 
14 people in Cheraga area in 
the northeast of the capital — 
a city of between three and 
four million people — 
overnight Friday-Samrday. 
Liberte newspaper said. 

Gunmen killed eight civil- 
ians at a fake roadblock near 
fChemis Me liana. 90 kilome- 
tres southwest of Algiers, on 
Friday, the newspaper said 

Five civilians were also 
killed at a lake roadblock at 
the weekend in Ain Defla 
region, 20 kilometres north- 
west of Kherais Me liana, it 
added 

Gunmen slashed the throac 
and decapitated three civilians 
at the weekend and dumped 
their bodies at a bus station in 
Cheraga, La Tribune newspa- 
per said 

In another attack, two 
young people were shot dead 
at the weekend near Betioua, 
one of Algeria's main oil and 
gas export outlets, some 400 
kilometres west of Algiers. 
Liberte said 

Two traders travelling from 
Ain Defla to Algiers were 


caught at a fake roadblock on 
Thursday and lolled by gun- 
men, it said 

The 14 people massacred in 
Cheraga were members of 
two families. La Tribune said 
One of the families, named 
Saad had come to the capital 
after fleeing Medea Area, 70 
kilometres south of Algiers, to 
escape a bout of killing there, 
it said. 

The attackers abducted five 
girls after killing their rela- 
tives and blew up one of the 
houses with explosive before 
they fled La Tribune and Lib- 
erie said 

The massacres came nearly 
two weeks before the begin- 
ning of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan in which 
guerrillas have usually 
stepped up killings, mostly in 
Algiers. 

Residents said security 
forces had already increased 
roadblocks in Algiers and 
around the city. Ramadan is 
expected at the end of this 
month, dependant on the 
sighting of the moon. 

Cheraga is the site of sever- 
al military and paramilitary 
gendarmerie barracks and 
army intelligence facilities but 
the newspapers did not report 
any sign of intervention. 


Dozens of Aoun’s 
supporters arrested 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Dozens 
of supporters of former 
Lebanese President Michel 
Aoun were arrested Sunday 
night as they protested a ban 
on the broadcast of a live 
interview with him from 
Paris, witnesses said. 

More than 400 police offi- 
cers and soldiers were 
deployed around the studios 
of private television station 
MTV which had been pro- 
hibited from running the 
interview with General 
Aoun. 

The police and soldiers 
threw tear gas at the hundreds 
of demonstrators who chant- 
ed anti-Syrian slogans. 

The authorities then arrest- 
ed dozens of Gen. Aoun's 
supporters and chased the 
demonstrators who shouted 
“freedom, freedom." 

Gen. Aoun. a Christian 
who has been in exile in 
France since 1991. headed a 
military' government between 
19S8 and 1990 before ceding 


to a Lebanese -Syrian military 
coalition. 

He had declared a “war of 
liberation" against Syria, 
which now has 35,000 troops 
stationed in Lebanon and 
exerts tight control on the 
political scene. 

A security services official 
cold journalists that public 
assemblies and demonstra- 
tions were banned in Sept. 
1993. "The police are imple- 
menting the law," he said. 

Information Minister 
Bassem Sabeh prohibited 
transmission of the interview, 
saying “it will be an attempt 
to destabilise the govern- 
ment.” 

Gen. Aoun said in remarks 
published Saturday in A1 
Nahar newspaper. “My posi- 
tion on Syria is the reason for 
the ban on broadcasting the 
interview” 

“The Syrian decision is the 
only valid one in Lebanon, 
where the leaders are only 
intermediaries." he said. 



Masked Palestinians from Hamas bum a hanging effigy of the Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu Mon- 
day during a rally marking the tenth anniversary of the founding of Hamas. Hamas was founded by Shiekh Ahmed 
Yaseen on the Dec. 14, 1987 at the beginning of the Palestinian intifada (Reuters photo) 

Hamas gains in popularity — - poll 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas) has gained in popularity since 
the return to Gaza City in October of its spiritual leader. 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin. ’according to a poll published Mon- 
day. 

Seventeen per cent of the 1.180 Palestinians surveyed by 
the independent Palestinian Jerusalem Media and Commu- 
nication Centre said they support Hamas, the main opposi- 
tion group to Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. 

Only 1 1 per cent said in July that they backed Hamas. 

Sheikh Yassin, who had been serving a life sentence in 
Israel, was released as pan of a deal between the Jewish 


state and Jordan following a botched Israeli attempt to 
assassinate a Hamas political official in Amman. 

Mr. Arafat's group. Fatah, wax still by far the most popu- 
lar among Palestinians, with 41 per cent support in the lat- 
est poll, compared to 36 percent in July. 

The vast majority of Palestinians are also still behind the 
peace process with Israel despite the lack of progress over 
the past nine months. 

Seventy-four per cent of those questioned said they sup- 
port the peace process while 69 per cent said in July that 
they bucked it. 

The poll had a margin of error of three per cent. 


Hizbollah cites progress in prisoner swap negotiations 


BEIRUT (API — A deal to 
swap Lebanese prisoners 
for the remains of Israeli 
soldiers could be reached by 
the end of the year if Israel 
agrees to free more 
detainees. Hizbollah said 
Monday. 

Nayef Koraim. a 
spokesman for the Hizbol- 
lah group, reported progress 
in toe negotiations with 
Israel but said a break- 
through hinged on Israel. 

Mohammad Fneish. a 
Hizbollah member of the 
Lebanese parliament, said 
Israel had offered to release 
20 Lebanese prisoners as 
well as toe remains of guer- 
rillas for the body parts of 
Israeli soldiers killed in a 
botched commando raid in 
southern Lebanon on Sept. 
5. 


Mr. Koruim said Hizbol- 
lah has been demanding that 
Israel free more than 20 
prisoners, to determine the 
prisons from which they 
will be released and also 
provide names of prisoners. 

“The ball is now in the 
Israeli eoun" Mr. Koraim 
told the Associated Press. 
"If the other side responds 
positively to Hi/.bollahs 
demands, a solution can be 
reached within two weeks." 

“The cun-eni negotiations 
centre on the possibility of 
increasing the number of 
detainees to be included in 
the exchange" Mr. Fneish 
said in a published state- 
ment Monday. 

He reiterated Hizbollah ‘s 
position that priority should 
be given to prisoners rather 
than toe remains of dead 


guerrillas in Israeli hands. 

The remains include those 
of Hadi NasraJlah. son of 
Hizbollah - s Secretary-Gen- 
eral Sheikh Hasson Nasral- 
inh. who was killed in clash- 
es with Israeli troops on 
Sept. 12. 

Israel is holding about 200 
Lebtinese prisoners. 150 of 
them at a detention camp in 
the town of Khiam in the 
Israeli-occupied border 
zone in southern Lebanon, 
and the rest in Israeli pris- 
ons. 

Lebanese guerrillas hold 
body p.yts of Israeli soldiers 
killed in the Sept. 5 com- 
mando raid. Twelve soldiers 
died in the battle and most 
were taken by the retreating 
Israelis. 

Hizbollah . group dis- 
played some of the body 


parts after the incident. Oth- 
ers arc believed in the hands 
of the Syrian -backed Amal 
ipilitia and the Lebanese 
army. 

The guerrilla groups, who 
are fighting to end Israel’s 
1 2 -year-old occupation of 
the enclave, have called for 
the swap. 

Hizbollah last year traded 
the remains of two Israeli 
soldiers for 45 Lebanese 
detainees held by Israel and 
its Lebanese allies. 

The negotiations for a 
prisoner exchange deal have 
been undertaken mainly by 
the Geneva-headquartered 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross, whose dele- 
gates have been relaying 
messages between the 
Lebanese and Israeli gov- 
ernments. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel launches raid south of Beirut 

BEIRUT ( AFP) — Israel warplanes launched an air raid on 
suspected bases of a pro-Syrian Palestinian movement on a 
hill south of the capital on Monday evening, security service* 
said A Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-Genend 

Command tPFLP-GC) spokesman said toe attack caused 
damage but no casualties. An Israeli jet fired four air-to- 
ground missiles at 10-minute intervals on Naameh hill, 15 
kilometres south of Beirut where the PFLP-GC has positions, 
a spokesman for the group said A few minutes later. Israeli 
aircraft flew over the area at low altitude, simulating two more 
raids bv diving without dropping any bombs, the spokesman 
added. Security services said that Lebanese soldiers on the 
coast south of Beirut responded with anti-aircraft fire to force 
the Israeli planes higher. In Israel, a military spokesman con- 
firmed the air raids. 

Arab-Israeli MP meets Syrian officials 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — An Arab-lsraeli MP. Azmi Bishare. 
held talks here Monday before making what would be the fira 
visit to Lebanon by a member of the Israeli parliament Pafev 
union sources said. Mr. Bishara. a member of a communist 
opposition party', held talks here with George Habash. leader 
of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. PFLP 
spokesman Maher Taher told AFP. ‘The talks focused on 
Palestinian conditions in the occupied territories and on issues 
related io toe Middle East peace process." Mr. Taher said Me 
Bishara, who arrived in Damascus on Sunday, was also due to 
meet with Syrian officials during his two-day visit to the Syr- 
ian capital. Mr. Taher said. Mr. Bishara plans to travel to 
neighbouring Lebanon on Wednesday to take part in a semi- 
nar — ‘The Arabs and Globalisation" due to be held Dec. 18- 
20. There has been no word, however, on whether Lebanese 
authorities will allow him to make an unprecedented visit to 
Beirut by an Israeli MP. 

Tbrkish jets bomb Kurdish rebel camps 

ANKARA ( AP) — Turkish warplanes on Monday bombed 
camps maintained by rebel Kurds alon| toe Iranian border in 
northern Iraq. Turkey’s semi-official news agency. Turkish 
ground troops also attacked rebel positions on the snow-cov- 
ered Kel Mehmet and Cudi Mountains, near toe Turkish bor- 
der. toe agency said. Military officials were not available for 
comment and no casualty figures were released for toe latest 
two- week old offensive against Turkish Kurds based in Iraq. 
About 20.000 Turkish soldiers and 8.000 fighters of an allied 
Iraqi group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, are taking pan in 
toe offensive, one of many cross-border raids over the last two 
years. 

Iraqi vice-president leaves Iran 

TEHRAN l AFP) — Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan left Iran Monday after an eight-day visit which 
included attending last week's pan-Islamie summit here, the 
official Iranian news agency IRNA reported. Mr. Ramadan, 
the highest-ranking Iraqi official to visit Iran since toe end of 
their I9S0-19S8 war. left toe country by road accompanied by 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Said Sahhaf. the agency 
said. Iranian President Mohammad Khatami called on Iraq's 
leaders Thursday to “forget toe jSast and turn over a new' page 
in relations” between toe two states. He made the remark dur- 
ing a meeting with Mr. Ramaddn on' the sidelines of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) summit which 
ended here Thursday. 

32,000 Lebanese wanted for drug offences 

BEIRUT (AFPi — Lebanon has arrest warrants outstanding 
for nearly 32.000 residents of toe Bekaa Valley, toe site of 
large-scale drug manufacturing during the Lebanese civil war. 
a lop Lebanese official said Monday. The Lebanese new? 
media cited parliamentary deputy speaker Elie Ferzli. a 
deputy from the Bekaa in eastern Lebanon, as saying some 
3 1 .700 people are wanted for growing Indian cannabis ami 
poppies and for drug trafficking, which became a billion-dol- 
lar business during the country's 1975-1990 civil war. 
Addressing leading figures from toe Bekaa, Mr. Ferzli called 
for a general amnesty for everyone involved in cultivating and 
dealing in drugs, but with a doubling of legal penalties against 
them if they return to toe trade. Bekaa-efected officials haw 
repeatedly called for pardons for all former drug trafficked- 

Iran arrests leading liberal opposition figure 

TEHRAN ( AFP) — The head of Iran's leading liberal opposi- 
tion movement has been arrested, toe group said in a statement 
Monday. Ibrahim Yazdi. secretary general of the Movement fa 
die Liberation of Iran (MLD “was called in for questioning’ 
Sunday and then “transferred to Envin.” Tehran's principJ 
prison, toe statement said. “Up to now. the judicial authentic 
have given no information about the charges." the statement 
added. Mr. Yazdi. 65, was foreign minister in toe government 
of Prime Minister Mehdi Bazargan set up after the overthmv 
of the Shah in 1979. The ML I. which Is not legally recognis'd 
but is tolerated by the government, opposes the regime wliikr 
supporting the principle of an Islamic Republic. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
m 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 632785. 


14:10 

_.S»nrirtL-.*in 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 

14:30.. 

CR.O. 

Church of the Annunciation 

15:00 


Tel. 637440. 

15:30 

The Album Show 

De la Salle Church Tel. 

16:30 . 

- -.Square One T.V. 

661757. 

17:00 . 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

19 KM) 

-...News in French 

622366 

19:30 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 

19--35. 


Armenian Calhotic Church 

20:00. 

...Doc. — Skeleton Coast 

Tel. 771331. 

20:30- 

— .Encounter 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

21:10 

Hollywood Remembers 

Tel. 775261. 

22.-00 


St Ephraim Church Tel. 

22 JO. 


771 751. 

23:15 

Drama — Scarlet and 

Amman International Church 

Black 


Tel. 865897 



Evangelical Lutheran Church 



Tel. 82432$. 

PRAYER TIMES 

German-speaking Evangelical 



Congregation Tel. 845457 

05:01... 


The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

06:24.. 

(Sunrise) Duha 

654932. 

11:31- 


Church of Nazarene Tel. 

14:15 . 


675691. 

16:38-. 


The Evangelical Local Church 

18:01.- 

- ‘Isha 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 


mem of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop, skies partly cloudy with a 
chance of scatter of showers in 
die northern and central parts of 
the Kingdom, and winds wester- 
ly modenue to active. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy, 
winds northerly moderate, ami 
seas calm. 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh. Tel. 8107-40 
Assemblies of God Church 


Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulk-tin supplied by the Depart- 


Amman -..,,-....-..-07/14 

Aqaba 10/20 

Deserts 03/15 

Jordan Valley 10/19 

Yesterday's high temperatures : 
.Amman 17. Aqaba 24 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 37 per 
cent. Aqaba 35 per cere. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Issam AlAsmar 890504 

Dc Nidal As’ad — 751672 

Dr. Khaldatm Ktoob 816715 

Dr. Osama Al Hussdni 847289 

Ferdows pharmacy 77X336 


Al Asema pharmacy —637055 
Al Salarn pharmacy .....636730 

Y'acoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 
BRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amnch .250080 

Al Quds pharmaev .( — > 

ZARQA: 

Dc. Randa Shahin .995170 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

G'll Defence Immediate 1 Res- 
cue 630341 

Chi! Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 62111 1. 
637777 

Fire Brigade hi 7 10 1 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police W3402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints O05EUK) 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ....897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
pUunts 787111 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .. — ..7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

8 15615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alin IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

SI 38 13/32 

Khali di Maierraty 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas J- Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani ....607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .....669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 


Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664 1 M/ft 

Italian. Ai-Muh^jrvcn 777101/3 

Al-Basliir 775IH/26 

Army. Murka 89161 1/|5 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery .865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital IINI9S3323 
Zanja National Hospital 

109MH0561I 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..((W 1986732 

Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(Wiyrnwo 

I KB ID: 

Princess Basmu Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 

(02 12471(H) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royqt Jordanian (RJ) Flighm 
JedduluaddMRJi 


07:1 * Sanaa iRJ) 

07:25 Damascus <RJ> 

09:25 Ahu Dhabi iRJj 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai i RJ ) 

*0:05 -Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain <RJ) 

I6:2<) Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam iRJ ) 
17:30 -...Lnndun. Frankfurt tRJ) 

02:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ i 

W,: O0 Kuala Lumpur. Abu 

Dhabi taddi iRJ) 


Flights 

Istanbul rTK) 

• Munich (YT) 

Rome (AZj 

■ Dubai. Damascus (EKi 

■ Tel Aviv (LY) 

Benin (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

London (BA i 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Lam-oca (CY’l 

Royal Wings |R\V) FlighLs 

E5 I' -Aqaba (RW) 

t«.0S ..-.A mman ( QA I A t ( R\V ) 

0*50 Amman (Marka AirpJ 

-Tel Aviv (RW> 

-■ Amman (QAIAmRW) 

Aqaba I R\V ) 

—JO - Amman ( MorLi A irpjn i |R\V ) 


Other 
14:35 
14:40 
16:30 
18:30 . 
20:00 
20:10 . 
20:40 
22 : 20 . 
23:35. 
23:35 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut i RJ' 

06:30 Abu Dhabi. Kuala Lan^ 
(add) (RJi 

08:25 Amscrdam, New York (W 1 
11:25 ....Vienna. Frankfurt iRJ* 

11:30 Brussels, Paris t^ 1 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (Rh 

12:15 London'^’ 

12:30 Cairnl^ 1 ' 

19:30 Jeddah 1^' 

20:30 ...Damascus. Lamaca (Kl 1 
21:00 ...Abu Dhabi. Dubai iRl 1 ■ 
21:30 Jeddah taddi 

Other Flights 

02£5 Amsterdam i KU . 

03:00 .Athens lO* 1 

15:40 Munich (Yf* 1 1 

15:45 Istanbul iTK» 

17:30 Ronx 1 (AZ» 

19:30 ..._ Dubai 

21:20 .TelAvft (LV» 

21:40 .Cairo (MS' 

Royal Wings (R3V) FU&h® 

06:45 Amman (Marfca Aiq** 1 ' 
(RW) 

0«: 15 Aqaba I toy 

09:30 ....Amman (QAIA'IR" J 
17:45 Amman (Malta Airp |,f1 ■ 
IRW) 

17:55 jaArivlR*' 

20:30 . ..Amman (QAlAriR ■ 
21:50 - Aqaba I R* 
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Home News 


King orders release of youths 
detained for disturbance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussejn 
Monday ordered the 
release of all citizens 
detained by the police in 
the northern badia region 
following disturbances 
that occurred lare last 
month. 

A group of youths went 
on a~rampage on Nov. 24. 
destroying government 
facilities in the villages of 
Mikaifthe and Salhieh in 
the Maffaq govemorate. 
Some newspapers attrib- 
uted the disturbance to 


local residents’ dissatisfac- 
tion with the lack of their 
tribes' representation in the 
newly-formed Parliament. 

The reports at that time 
said the youths burned the 
facilities of a two-room 
medical centre, broke the 
windows of a school, and 
started a small fire in one 
of its classes. 

There were no injuries 
reported but damage was 
estimated at more than 
JDI.000 and those 
involved in the rioting 
were held for questioning. 


According to a report 
Monday by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, the 
King ordered the release of 
the detainees after visiting 
the northern badia region 
Sunday and meeting resi- 
dents there. 

King Hussein, who made 
the visit after opening a 
mosque in the city of Irbid. 
was welcomed by the trib- 
al chiefs of the badia 
region, including the most 
prominent local tribal 
leader. Sheikh Mitbqal 
Faw az. 


Prince Ra’d issues appeal for 


efforts to reduce road accidents 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, the 
chief . chamberlain. Monday 
appealed to the public to 
join forces with tire con- 
cerned authorities in their 
efforts to reduce road acci- 
dents, which he said result 
in huge human and econom- 
ic losses to the counny. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a two-day semi- 
nar on traffic safety organ- 
ised by the Public Security 
Department (PSD), Prince 
Ra’d said official statistics 
showed that accidents last 
year killed 552 people and 
injured 15,357 others. 

“Our country is suffering 
more than many other coun- 


tries from traffic problems, 
which result in the loss of 
human life and the injury of 
many people who become 
permanently handicapped.” 
said the Prince. 

Staring that road accidents 
are also obstructing eco- 
nomic development he said 
all road users are called 
upon to contribute to nation- 
al efforts to stem accidents 
by respecting and abiding 
by traffic rules. 

Prince Ra’d. who is the 
president of the Jordan 
Sports Federation for the 
Handicapped, said the fed- 
eration, in association with 
the PSD and other con- 
cerned authorities, are cur- 


rently preparing a national 
strategy for the prevention 
of road accidents, which he 
said are the leading cause of 
disabilities in Jordan. 

Rawhi Sharif, a represen- 
tative from the Jordan Soci- 
ety for the Prevention of 
Road Accidents, said studies 
of the accidents in Jordan 
revealed that 95 per cent are 
caused by road users who 
fail to respect traffic rules, 
particularly speed limits. 

Three working papers 
were reviewed at the firsr 
session covering various 
aspects of road accidents, 
their causes, and the people 
involved, as well as suggest- 
ed remedies. 


Tarshihi urges donor nations 
to fulfill UNRWA commitments 
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UNRWA employees should 
respect regulations — Hansen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Unit- 
ed Nations Relief and 
Works Agency 

(UNRWA) Commission- 
er General Peter Hansen 
Monday said all agency 
employees should 

respect the agency’s reg- 
ulations and engage in 
dialogue in the course of 
trying to have their 
demands met rather than 
resorting to work stop- 
pages or other “illegal" 
actions. 

Speaking ar a press 
conference following a 
meeting with representa- 
tives of donor nations 
and Arab states hosting 
Palestinian refugees, Mr. 
Hansen said he did not 
take disciplinary action 
against any of the 
UNRWA staff who 
staged a sit-in last week 
to protest the agency’s 
failure to meet their 
demands for salary 
increases and other ben- 
efits. 

Mr. Hansen, who 
refused to meet with the 
strikers at that time, said 
he was willing to discuss 
general issues with their 
representatives but he 


added that questions 
related to salary, early 
retirement, and other 
benefits should be dis- 
cussed with the agency's 
administration. 

Referring to the meet- 
ing held with the repre- 
sentatives of the donor 
and host countries, he 
said he normally holds 
such meetings every few 
months to review the 
agency's financial state 
and other matter. 

Zn a bid to save funds, 
the agency has terminat- 
ed the employment of 15 
per cent of the 
international staff, he 
said. 

Mr. Hansen said he 
fold the meeting about 
the agency’s drive to 
raise more funds from 
the donor nations to pur- 
sue its services in the 
coining year. 

UNRWA has appealed 
to the donor nations for 
an additional SI 1 million 
grant to meet the extra 
needs for the refugees in 
Lebanon, but has 
received pledges of only 
$8 million so far. be 
added. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director 
General of the Palestinian 
Affairs Department Ibrahim 
Tarshihi Monday urged the 
world community to fulfill 
its commitments to the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) -so thai it can 
shoulder its humanitarian 
responsibilities towards the 
Palestinian refugees. 

Any failure on the part of 
the donor nations to continue 
providing funds to the 
agency, he said, would force 
UNRWA to take austerity 
measures and reduce its ser- 
vices to the refugees in its 
fields of operations in Jor- 
dan, Syria. Lebanon, and 
Palestine, Mr. Tarshihi said 
in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Tarshjhi’s call came in 
the wake of remarks by 
UNRWA Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen last 
week, when he said the 
donor nations’ pledges of 
$126 million, in addition to 
$30 million contributed by 
the European Union, would 
cover only half of the 
agency’s 1998 budget of 
$314 million. 

Mr. Hansen was speaking 
in Amman after he was 
called from his headquarters 
in Gaza to examine com- 
plaints by UNRWA staff', 
who staged a sit-in ar the 
agency's Amman headquar- 
ters demanding higher 
salaries and better working 
conditions. 

Mr. Tarshihi said he feared 
that the UNRWA workers 
would resort to further sit-ins 
and work stoppages should 
the donor nations fail to pro- 
vide the agency with addi- 
tional hinds. 

The government will not 
interfere with the employees’ 
actions because it considers 
work stoppages or sit-ins as 
the agency’s internal affairs, 
he saidL 

Referring to Jordan's role. 


he said the Kingdom is not 
only hosting the majority of 
Palestinian refugees, but also 
contributes at least $350 mil- 
lion annually on in-kind 
social, health, educational, 
and infrastructure services 
for the refugees living in Jor- 
dan. 

The sit-in, which was car- 
ried out by 22 agency 
employees representing 
some 22.000 UNRWA staff 
members in the host coun- 
tries, protested against what 


they called the agency’s fail- 
ure to heed their demands. 

They accused UNRWA of 
debberately stalling by 
neglecting their demands, 
which included early retire- 
ment benefits, compensation 
for termination of employ- 
ment. and higher pay. 

In response to the employ- 
ees’ sit-in, Mr. Hansen made 
it clear that the agency's 
financial situation does not 
allow it to meet their 
demands. 


WHAT'S GQ1H0 


FILMS 

* “No More Mr. Nice 
Guy” at Goethe-InsrituL 
Jabal Amman at 7:00 p.m. 

* “Element of Doubt” at 
the British Council, Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS 

BAZAAR/RECTTAL 

* Annual Christmas 
bazaar, sponsored by A1 
Hussein Society for the 
Physically Handicapped, at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel at 


10:30 a.m. 

* Christmas recital by Lexi 
Haddadin, Barbara Proust, 
and Beth Everett accompa- 
nied by Mohammad Othman 
Sidiq 3l the Anglican 
Church, Jabal Amman, First 
Circle on Wednesday, Dec. 
17, aiS.OOpju. 

exhibitions 

* Works by Ghada Dah- 

daleh at Baladna Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel. 

553759S), unil Dec. 20. 


* Photo exhibition by 
Edgardo Rodriguez entitled 
“Arab Presence in Cuban 
Architecture" at lnsticuto 
Cervantes. Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 20. 

* Plastic (abstract) an by 
Iraqi artist Dhia Khaza’i at 
Hammurabi An Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel, 
553609S), until Dec. IS 

* One-day photo exhibi- 
tion at the French School of 
Amman by school students 
(Tel 826830). 
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Majali replies to deputies' statements 

Prime Minister outlines Cabinet's plan of action 


AMMAN (Petra) — Fol- 
lowing are major excerpts 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali ’s reply to the 
debate on the vote of con- 
fidence in his govern- 
ment; 

“The government has lis- 
tened to the deputies’ 
views and wjJJ do all that 
is in its power to give due 
care and auention^io these 
views, though matters will 
not be easy. But we 
promise ro exert our best 
efforts in cooperation with 
the House to translate your 
aspirations into practice 
and to incorporate the out- 
come into the people’s 
present and future life. 

"We are facing difficult 
' circumstances and we in 
Jordan are more affected 
by the hard conditions 
around us than our ability 
to influence these circum- 
stances, so we have to con- 
centrate our efforts on 
building the nation’s insti- 
tutions, rallying the 
nation’s ranks, improving 
production, raising the 
standard of education, cul- 
ture. and necessary skills, 
and providing aid to the 
needy. 

“The government has 
noted your reply to the 
Speech from the Throne, 
especially those issues that 
are on the minds of the 
people. These for the most 
part include accountabili- 
ty, transparency, and fight- 
ing corruption as well as 
giving due attention to the 
armed forces and the secu- 
rity departments to ensure 
security. 

"The government has 
also noted requesrs for a 
comprehensive health plan 
for all Jordanians and for 
finalising legislation in the 
fields of politics, econo- 
my, culture, and adminis- 
tration. 

"The priorities for Jor- 
dan are to build national 
security and enhance 
national unity and social 
solidarity among the vari- 
ous classes of people. 
Therefore, the government 
seeks to corroborate the 
concept of “the state of 
law and institutions” and 
will dedicate its efforts to 
introduce transparent sys- 
tems. It will promote the 
judiciary and respect its 
independence, modernise 
laws, and introduce a pro- 
gramme leading to decen- 
tralisation. 

“As to the question of 
corruption, the govern- 
ment has given this matter 
its total attention, because 
it is a disease that has its 
own causes and symp- 
toms. Fighting the symp- 
toms only is not enough if 
we do not eradicate the 
causes. That is why the 
government has sought to 
promote the work of con- 
trol and inspection in order 
ro flush out corruption. 
Since last year, the Depart- 
ment for Combating Cor- 
ruption has refereed S3 
cases to court, of which 32 
were referred this year. 

“As for cases of embez- 
zlement, abuse of public 
property, and bribery, the 
government has referred 
161 cases to the prosecutor 
general. 

“Bloated administration 
is a political terra that 
means an increase of gov- 
ernment employees over 
the government depart- 
ment's needs, coupled 
with weakness in perfor- 
mance and absence of 
clear and transparent prin- 
ciples. 

“The number of [public 
sector] employees has 
increased over rbe years 
until it has become equal 
to half of the Jordanian 
work force. This is one of 
the highest rates in the 
world. Still, many gradu- 
ates hope to get positions 
in government offices in 
order to benefit from 
salaries and OLher advan- 
tages. Salaries and wages, 
as" well as pensions, 
account for 60 per cent of 
the total cureent expendi- 
ture in the fiscal budget. 
This is a complicated 
problem but.. .the solution 
does not lie in laying off 
employees. The govern- 
ment has applied a plan 
designed ro achieve job 


security and higher effi- 
ciency. The government 
has stopped new appoint- 
ments and has cancelled 
unneeded jobs. It also 
opened the door for 
employees wishing to 
retire to do so. but it will 
not replacement with oth- 
ers. 

“The government seeks 
to implement a decentrali- 
sation plan and expand 
participation in decision 
making. The government 
has amended a number of 
regulations aimed at giving 
powers to officials in dif- 
ferent regions instead of 
keeping these powers cen- 
tralised in the ministries. 

"In 1988. the Ministry of 
Education began an ambi- 
tious, long-term plan to 
develop the educational 
system. This plan, which 
stemmed from the national 
educational conference 
supervised by HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. has includ- 
ed changes in syllabi, 
school buildings, text 
books, and teacher effi- 
ciency. 

"In the higher education 
sector, the government is 
currently preparing an 
ambitious plan for the 
development of communi- 
ty colleges and 
universities. The govern- 
ment has already referred 
three draft laws on this 
matter to Parliament. Uni- 
versity education requires 
improving and promoting 
the financial capabilities of 
universities. 

“The council of higher 
education is introducing a 
plan to support poor stu- 
dents. 

“Health services should 
be provided to all citizens 
and this is one of the gov- 
ernment’s main objectives. 
The government has 
worked out a strategy on 
health care covering the 
period 1998-2010. The 
government has also pre- 
pared a comprehensive 
plan on social care that was 
endorsed by the Cabinet. 
This plan accommodates 
the needs of the handi- 
capped so they can be 
given care at specialised 
institutions, which number 
about 1 80 in Jordan offer- 
ing services to more than 
20,000 people. 

“The government is con- 
vinced of the benefits of 
the economic restructuring 
programme and realises 
that it has had some nega- 
tive effects on the less for- 
tunate sectors of the soci- 
ety. Therefore, it has intro- 
duced the social security 
package to ensure a decent 
standard of living for Jor- 


danians and equal opportu- 
nities to participate in 
development and the 
social, economic, and 
political arenas. 

"This plan includes four 
measures to rehabilitate 
people and provide them 
with the necesspy skills 
for earning a living. First, 
the plan aims to develop 
the work of the national aid 
fund. Second, it provides 
for vocational training pro- 
grammes. Third, ir pro- 
vides for funding small- 
size businesses. Fourth, it 
provides for basic infra- 
structure services in the 
badia. rural, and urban 
areas, as well as refugee 
camps. 

"The government has 
endorsed an information 
plan designed to boost 
interaction among the peo- 
ple and the country’s dif- 
ferent institutions. The 
plan aims to release cre- 
ative forces and enable tal- 
ented people among writ- 
ers. artists, scientists. ..to 
open up to the democratic 
process. It also aims to 
open the way for people to 
express their views and 
accept other people's 
views, as well as to portray 
Jordan’s cultural image 
with ail its achievements 
and potential. To realise 
these goals, the govern- 
ment has reactivated the 
Higher Council for Nation- 
al Guidance, but under the 
title of the Higher Council 
for Information. 

"A great number of 
deputies have wondered 
about the government's 
motives for passing the 
temporary publication law. 
Successive governments 
have noticed that since the 
enactment of the 1993 
Press and Publications 
Law, the number of weekly 
tabloids has increased to 
over twenty'. It was noticed 
that there was a close rela- 
tionship between the 
degree of attacks and per- 
sonal slandering of Arab 
leaders and these tabloids' 
financial capabilities. Is it 
reasonable to have weekly 
newspapers, operating on 
budgets of a few hundred 
dinars, that are capable of 
distorting Jordan's rela- 
tions in the .Arab World and 
spreading rumours and 
vice? How can such news- 
papers, with limited 
resources, secure decent 
livelihoods for their work- 
ers unless they resort to 
illegal measures to cover 
expenses? The government 
is keen on protecting free- 
dom of expression and to 
keep this right within the. 
law. However, the previous 


law did not provide deter- 
rent penalties to violators 
and did not provide mini- 
mum requirements for the 
publication of a well- 
respected newspaper, nor 
did it establish qualifica- 
tions for those who edit the 
newspapers. 

“The new law has taken 
care of these new matters 
and has granted the judi- 
ciary more power to deal 
with violations. I know 
that some people support 
the previous law and that is 
why they have raised a hue 
and cry about it. accusing 
us that we are stifling free- 
dom of expression. Ls there 
freedom of the press any- 
where in the world that is 
nor regulated by law? Do 
courts not settle issues 
concerning excesses and 
violations? However, this 
law is now before you to 
decide upon... 

“As to the garbage dump 
in Russeifa." the govern- 
ment has issued directives 
for shifting it to some other 
place. Measures will soon 
be completed in this con- 
cent. The government will 
assign certain plots of 
state-owned land for the 
creation of public garden. 

‘The social security 
umbrella is being enlarged 
in order to cover the largest 
number of people. Ir will 
provide security against 
unemployment and this is 
what the Social Security 
Corporation is aiming to 
achieve through the devel- 
opment of its regulations. 

"The government is giv- 
ing particular attention to 
the dual problem of pover- 
ty and unemployment. 
There is no doubt that 
these two problems have 
been a cause for concern 
for many families in Jor- 
dan. The government 
realises that confronting 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment constitute the basic . 
social and economic chal- 
lenge. Official statistics 
have shown that unem- 
ployment among Jordani- 
ans willing to work and 
able to work stands at 
around 15 per cent of the 
total work force. 

"Some of the deputies 
have wondered about the 
reason behind soaring 
prices and the rising cost 
of living. Studies conduct- 
ed on the cost of living 
have shown that in the first 
eleven months of this year 
it rose by 2.7 per cent. 
whereas the increase in the 
average salary, as it was 
recorded in the 1989 Fiscal 
budget, rose by 3.2 per 
cent. 

“As for water resources. 


it has been shown that the 
cost of supplying water has 
been on the rise and the 
government charges the 
public only a fraction of 
the real cost of pumping, 
distribution, and supply. 
When the government 
decided to increase water 
tariffs, it took into account 
the interests of low-income 
groups. 

" "In agriculture, the gov- 
ern menl has endorsed a 
political document aimed 
at boosting Jordan's ability 
to attain self-sufficiency in 
food. This plan seeks to 
improve the quality of 
products destined for Arab 
and European countries. 

■ “In the field of tourism, 
we have gone a long way 
towards investments in 
hotels, resthouses. restau- 
rants. and tourist transport, 
among other utilities. Mil- 
lions of dinars have been 
invested in these areas, 
opening up employment 
opportunities for thou- 
sands of Jordanians. This 
will no doubt bring foreign 
currency into Jordan. We 
will continue marketing 
Jordan abroad and we will 
create a favourable climate 
to encourage tourists to 
come to the country. 

"The government has 
made a commitment to 
present the House with a 
new elections law. We will 
discuss it together during 
the present Parliament ses- 
sion because we want the 
new law to cater to nation- 
al aspirations. The govern- 
ment will work out a new 
law on political parties and 
this requires sincere efforts 
on the part of responsible 
people so that we can 
arrive at a modem formula. 

“On foreign affairs. Jor- 
dan will go ahead with its 
endeavours to achieve 
comprehensive, just, and 
honourable peace on all 
tracks. We will. support the 
national interests of the 
Palestinians and help them 
regain their legitimate 
rights and establish an 
independent state on their 
soil. 

"We will continue to 
build strong relations with 
Arab states and support the 
work and development of 
pan-Arab institutions. We 
will also continue to 
defend the right of the 
Iraqi people to live in dig- 
nity and freedom and will 
do our besr to develop our 
relations with Islamic 
states." 


See deputies' statements 
on page 7. 
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Child malnutrition is silent 
emergency — UNICEF 


4 World News 


GENEVA (AFP) — Infant 
malnutrition bitting one 
child in two in south Asia 
and one in three in Africa is 
the world’s “silent emer- 
gency,” the U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) said in its 
annual assessment pub- 
lished Monday. 

Twelve million children 
under five die every year, 
and malnutrition is a factor 
in 55 per cent of cases. 
UNICEF said in its report, 
entitled “The State of the 
World's Children " 

“Malnutrition is rarely 
regarded as an emergency; 
the children affected are not 
facing famine and betray 
few or no obvious signs,” 
the report said. 

"Yer the largely invisible 
crisis of malnutrition is 
implicated in more than 
half of all child deaths 
worldwide and violates 
children's rights in pro- 
found ways, compromising 
their physical and mental 
development and helping 
perpetuate poverty. 

“More widespread than 
many suspect — with one 
out of every three children 
affected — malnutrition 
lowers the productivity and 
ability of entire societies." 

Three-quarters of chil- 
dren who die of malnutri- 
tion betray no obvious 
symptoms. UNICEF said, 
but among those who sur- 
vive it causes physical and 
mental handicaps and vul- 
nerability to infection. 

Some 183 million chil- 


dren are underweight for 
their age, 67 million are 
emaciated and 226 million 
experience suffer stunted 
growth, the report said. 

Among the most extreme 
syndromes is kwashiorkor, 
caused by protein deficien- 
cy, with its characteristic 
distended stomach and skin 
sores, but other diseases 
result from deficiencies in 
essential minerals and vita- 
mins. 

Two billion people, main- 
ly women and children, suf- 


fer from lack of iron and 
resulting anaemia, which is 
responsible for between 20 
and 30 per cent of baby 
deaths in Africa. 

Vitamin A deficiency 
affects 100 million people, 
causing blindness, maternal 
deaths and lowered immu- 
nity to such disorders as 
diarrhoea, which kills 2.2 
million infants annually, 
and measles, which kills 
one million. 

Zinc deficiency stunts 
growth and lack of iodine 


World has money, needs political 
will to tackle poverty' 

GENEVA ( AFP) — The world has enough money to tack- 
le malnutrition and other problems linked to poverty. All it 
needs now is the political will, the U.N. Children’s Fund 
stud in its annual report Monday. 

“In a $28 trillion global economy, the problem is surely 
not a lack of resources. But is may be more useful to see 
the challenge as a matter of political choice," the UNICEF 
assessment said. 

Remedies are well known and easily provided: iodised 
salt, vitamin, iron and folic acid supplements for women 
and rehydration salts for children. But the problem can 
only be resolved once and for all if food security is 
ensured, giving all people access to food of sufficient quan- 
tity and quality, UNICEF stressed. 

Health services must also be made available at reason- 
able cost and adequate supplies of drinking water provid- 
ed, the report added. 

Breast-feeding promotes good infant nutrition, as long as 
the mother has an adequate diet. This means that women in 
the Third World need equal access to health care and food. 

UNICEF called for an increase in development aid to 
which better-off countries currently devote just 0.27 per 
cent of gross national product (GNP). It also urged a reduc- 
tion in Third World debt levels, which exceeded $2 trilli on 
in 1995. 


French FM meets prosecutor amid 
row over Bosnian war criminals 


PARIS (AFPl — Chief U.N. 
war crimes prosecutor 
Louise Arbour met French 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine Monday after charg- 
ing that French peacekeep- 
ers in Bosnia are not doing 
enough to bring indicted war 
criminals to justice. 

The meeting, originally 
scheduled for late afternoon, 
was brought forward at Mr. 
Vedrine’s request following 
Ms. Arbour’s weekend 
attack on France’s coopera- 
tion with the U.N. tribunal. 

Ms. Arbour said in a series 
of interviews over the week- 
end that French peacekeep- 
ers in the NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) 
in Bosnia were doing noth- 
ing to apprehend Bosnia's 
mainly Seri) war crimes sus- 
pects." 

“Most of those indicted 
(by the U.N. International 
Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia. ICTY) 
have not been arrested. 
There are a great number of 
them in the French sector." 
Ms. Arbour said on French 
television Sunday. 

France commands the 
south-east sector of Bosnia 
that includes the Serb hard- 
line stronghold Pale, home 
among others to the most 
prominent Bosnian Serb war 
crimes suspect, former Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic. 
The area also includes the 
towns of Han Pijesak and 
Foca. known as homes of 
other suspects. 

In response ro the accusa- 
tions. Defence Minister 
Alain Richard said the 
French government had 
always backed the arrest of 
war criminals. In a message 
to the armed forces includ- 
ing peacekeepers in Bosnia. 
Mr. Richard said “the French 


MONTREAL (AFP) — The 
staff, young mothers and 
their babies at a north 
Montreal hospital are anx- 
iously awaiting tests follow- 
ing the death of a woman 
from the so-called flesh-eat- 
ing disease. 

A 25-year-old mother died 
of the disease — officially 
known as Streptococcus 
group A — last week, just 
three days after giving birth, 
officials at the Hotel-Dieu 
Hospital said Sunday. 


authorities have constantly 
supported the arrest of the 
war criminals." 

In practice, no arrests have 
ever been carried out in the 
French sector by internation- 
al troops. Two Serb officers 
were arrested in 1996 by 
Bosnian army officers and 
British troops in July this 
year swooped on two Serb 
suspects, arresting one and 
killing another in a shootout 
American forces have yet to 
cany out any arrests. 

The row has also concen- 
trated on France’s level of 
cooperation with the ICTY 
which was set up in 1993 to 
prosecute all those thought 
responsible for war crimes in 
the wars in former 
Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Richand last Monday 
said no French officer would 
appear in person at the ICTY 
and attacked the court’s pro- 
cedures. 

French officers, such as 
those who commanded U.N. 
forces in former Yugoslavia 
during the Bosnian war. 
would only answer written 
questions from the ICTY in 
future, he said. “It cannot be 
envisaged that French mili- 
tary officers who have held 
commands in international 
forces will take, alone, the 
responsibility for interna- 
tional operations," he minis- 
ter said, adding that Paris 
“was not in favour of show 
justice, which is what the tri- 
bunal is." 

Other nations' soldiers 
have made and continue to 
make appearances in person 
at the tribunal. Mr. Richard 
also said that more than 30 
French officers had testified 
to the ICTY. 

France has several thou- 
sand troops in the 30.000- 
strong SFOR and is in com- 


The woman's baby and 
another young mother who 
had just given birth were also 
found to be suffering from 
the disease, but quick and 
massive treatments of antibi- 
otics saved both of them, 
said the hospital officials. 

Throughout the weekend 
staff and recent patients at 
the maternity wing of the 
hospital were brought in for 
tests — “as a precautionary 
measure." said a spokes- 
woman for the hospital. 


mand of the southeast of 
Bosnia. Britain and the 
United States command the 
other sectors, with NATO 
ensuring overall command. 

Under a carefully crafted 
NATO-led mandate, peace- 
keepers in Bosnia are not 
specifically mandated to 
arrest those indicted, but 
have orders to detain them if 
they come across them in the 
normal course of their duties 
and are in a position to do so 
safely. 

Bui the mandate is flexi- 
ble. according to Ms. 
Arbour. 

Citing the British action in 
July, Ms. Arbour said 
Sunday there was “plenty of 
autonomy in each sector and 
there arc many initiatives 
which could give rise to 
opportunities for arrests.” 

Saturday. Ms. Arbour told 
Le Monde newspaper the 
failure of the troops in the 
French-commanded sector 
to cany out a single arrest 
and the refusal to allow 
French officers to appear in 
person at the tribunal “leads 
to the conclusion that it is a 
policy. It is unacceptable." 
Ms. Arbour said. 

She had to conclude that 
“the true intention is to block 
the court's access to the 
truth." she said 

Monday in Brussels. 
NATO Secretary General 
Javier Soiana praised the 
role of French troops in 
Bosnia. 

“1 would like to praise the 
men and women of France 
who are participating in the 
SFOR in Bosnia. They are 
doing an outstanding job in 
difficult circumstances and 
are setting a fine example of 
courage and professional- 
ism.” Mr. Soiana said. 


The results, however, 

won't be known until 
Monday or Tuesday. 

Three years ago. the then 
opposition leader in the 
Canadian parliament. Lucien 
Bouchard had much of a leg 
amputated when he fell vic- 
tim to the disease. 

Mr. Bouchard has since 
fully recovered and is now 
the premier of Quebec. 
Equipped with an artificial 
leg. he walks with a limp and 
the use of a stick. 


causes brain damage, cre- 
tinism and goitre. 

Malnutrition is closely 
linked to povertyMJNICEF 
said noting that it also 
occurs in wealthy countries 
like Britain and the United 
States, where one child in 
five is below the poverty 
line and more than 13 mil- 
lion people struggle to find 
adequate food 

But the report concluded 
that “sentinels of progress 
are lighting the way.” 

“Nearly 60 per cent of salt 
is now iodised and millions 
of children each year are 
spared mental retardation 
as a result. 

“Vitamin A supplementa- 
tion is helping bolster dis- 
ease resistance in children 
and may soon become an 
important measure in help- 
ing reduce maternal deaths 
around the world. 

“Communities are work- 
ing together to identify 
their problems, decide on 
Lheir options and take 
action, with women emerg- 
ing to play leadership roles 
that spark numerous 
changes in other people's 
lives." 

“Children have the right 
recognised in international 
law, to good nutrition," the 
report said. "The world has 
the obligation to protect 
that right building on both 
the great experience gained 
and the scientific knowl- 
edge achieved. 

“Action is both possible 
and imperative." 


Indonesians 
eat fruit to 
survive 
famine — 
report 

JAKARTA (R) — More 
than 80,000 people in 
Indonesia’s Moluccas 
region were facing food 
shortages because of 
severe drought, the offi- 
cial Antara news agency 
reported Monday. 

The agency said vil- 
lagers in three worst-hit 
districts in the southeast 
Maluku regency had been 
forced to forage for yam 
and fruit in the foresi 
because of the drought. 

“The drought has 
threatened 81,840 people 
in at least 130 villages in 
seven of eight subdis- 
tricts in southeast 
Maluku since 

September." W.M. 

Parinusa. head of the 
social services office, 
was quoted as saying 
Saturday. 

Mr. Parinusa said forest 
fruit and yam had 
become scarce in Lemosa 
district. 

The drought has trig- 
gered rampant forest fires 
in Indonesia and caused 
famine in the country’s 
remote Irian Jaya 
province on the western 
side of New Guinea 
Island, where more than 
500 people have died. 

Rains have started in 
the western part of 
Indonesia but many other 
areas, mostly on the east- 
ern side of the archipel- 
ago. remain parched. 

Mr. Parinusa said no 
deaths had been reported 
yet from the drought in 
Maluku, but at least 50 
buffaloes had been killed 
because of the food 
shortage. 

He added that the gov- 
ernment had sent at least 
11.25 tonnes of rice to 
the villages. 

Antara" gave no further 
details. 

President Suharto last 
week ordered Planning 
Minister Ginandjar 
Kartasasmita to end (he 
famine in Irian Jaya. 

Authorities and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions have despatched 
tonnes of rice, noodles 
and blankets to the 
drought-stricken areas in 
Irian Jaya. 


Staff, mums and babies at hospital 
in flesh-eating disease scare 
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A South Korean supporter of Lee Hoi-Chang, presidential candidate ofthe P* 1 *? 8 
Grand National Party, with Mr. Lee's voting number 1 on his hands, waves as ne lis- 
tens to his speech in a street of Anyang (AFP photo) 


S. Korean presidential candidates 


to lift ban on Japanese culture 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea's three main presi- 
dential candidates have all 
pledged to lift the ban on 
Japanese culture if elected 
Thursday, but none of the 
three gave a timetable. 

“No country has benefited 
from isolating itself from 
foreign culture,” Kim Dae- 
Jung, the leading opposi- 
tion candidate, said during 
a debate Sunday night. 

"Our people have the 
ability to digest Japan's cul- 
ture and make our culture 
richer.” said 73-year-old 
Kim of the National 
Congress for New Politics 
(NCNP). 

The televised debate was 


the last between the three 
contenders before South 
Koreans go to the polls. 

Majority Hannara or 
Grand National Party 
(GNP) candidate Lee Hoi- 
Chang also said he would 
open the door to Japanese 
culture, but only after seri- 
ous discussions since there 
was still anti-Japanese sen- 
timent among the older 
generation. 

“We should not simply 
ban it. The young people 
are able to deal with 
Japanese culture. But when 
it should be allowed in will 
be decided after taking into 
consideration the feelings 
of the older generation," 


Mr. Lee said. 

Rbee In-Je, the youngest 
of the contenders, who is 
running third in the race, 
also said there was no need 
for the ban. “What we can 
take in. we should, and 
what we can export, we 
should.” 

Japanese movies, books, 
comics, cartoons and songs 
are still banned in South 
Korea, where many still 
have vivid memories of 
Japan's harsh colonial rule 
from 1910-45. 

But there is a thriving 
black market, especially in 
Japanese pop culture items 
and comic books among the 
younger generation. 


Japan opposition chief 
challenged for leadership 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's top 
opposition leader Ichiro 
Ozawa Monday was chal- 
lenged for the leadership 
post of the New Frontier 
Party (NFP) he helped to 
form three years ago. 

In what analysis believed 
could be the start of a break 
up of Japan's biggest oppo- 
sition party, veteran politi- 
cian Michihiko Kano 
announced he would run 
against Ozawa in the NFP's 
presidential election 

Thursday. 

Mr. Ozawa and Mr. Kano, 
once allies, are the only can- 
didates. 

The battle takes place 
amid widespread disaffec- 
tion in the NFP about its fail- 
ure to capitalise on voter 
anger at the handling of 
Japan's sagging economy by 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto's ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

Mr. Kano, who has served 
as agriculture minister and 
as chief of the management 
and coordination agency, 
said Mr, Ozawa's leadership 
had been a failure because 
40 NFP parliamentarians 
had defected to other parties 
in the two years of Mr. 
Ozawa's presidency. 

He also pointed out that 
tire NFP had lost last year's 
lower house election as well 
as a string of by-elections 
since then. 

The party has 129 legisla- 
tors in the 500-member 
lower house and 57 in the 
252-scai upper house. 


“People cannot find a 
parry qualified to replace the 
LDP" Mr. Kano told a joint 
news conference with Mr. 
Ozawa where the pair 
announced their candida- 
cies. 

Mr. Ozawa appealed to the 
party to remain united for 
the good of the nation. 

“Tie Japanese economy, 
particularly the finance sys- 
tem. has been increasingly 
slipping into a serious condi- 
tion because the government 
has not taken any effective 
measures," Mr. Ozawa said. 

He said the NFP should 
consider a wholesale reor- 
ganisation, possibly even 
ineluding changing its name 
and its middle-of-the-road 
policies, to attract support- 
ers. 

“Changing the name and 
platform means the denial of 
the party itself, Mr. Kano 
said. “That also means the 
party has done so poorly the 
party leader mast take 
responsibility." . 

Tile election will be decid- 
ed by 417 voters: The NFP's 
175 parliamentarians and 
242 representatives of grass- 
roots supponers. 

The election method dif- 
fers significantly from the 
previous presidential race 
two years ago, in which any- 
one aged IS or older was 
allowed to vote if he or she 
paid a $10 fee. 

If Mr. Kano wins, he 
would be the third leader of 
the NFP since it was formed 
in December 1994 through 


an alliance of nine opposi- 
tion parties. 

Some analysts believe the 
loser of the election may 
leave, with his supporters to 
form a new party, further 
weakening the NFP. 

“Although the NFP is the 
largest opposition party, its 
influence has been steadily 
waning, allowing the LDP to 
dominate the political 
world." said Terumasa 
Nakanishi. professor of poli- 
tics at Kyoto University. 

“There is no longer any 
tension between the ruling 
and opposition camps. 
Therefore, ruling party 
politicians feel less pressure 
to seriously think about han- 
dling major issues, he 
added. 

Mr. Kano and Mr. Ozawa, 
both aged 55. are former 
senior figures in the LDP. 

They were pan of a 
reformist group of politi- 
cians that split from the LDP 
to form coalition govern- 
ments that broke the” LDP's 
38-year grip on power and 
ruled briefly in 1993 and 
1994. 

Political commentator 
Akira Hayasaka said there 
were dangers for the nation 
in an NFP split because it 
would take pressure off the 
Hashimoto government to 
solve Japan's economic cri- 
sis. 

“It is possible that an NFP 
break-up will make the LDP 
feel more relaxed and easy- 
going,'' Mr. Hayasaka said. 
"That is a dangerous sign." 


Muscovites 
give cold 
shoulder to 
city poll 

MOSCOW (R) — Less 
than one in three of 
Moscow’s seven million 
voters braved deep sub- 
zero temperatures Sunday 
to cast their ballots in a city 
election, giving the cold 
shoulder to attempts to 
convince them of its impor- 
tance. 

Mayor Yuri Luzhkov, 
widely seen as a contender 
for the Russian presidency 
in the year 2000, urged the 
capital’s residents to take 
part in elections for the 35- 
seat city Duma, or parlia- 
ment, saying it was an 
important body. 

But an electoral official 
said preliminary figures 
showed the final turnout 
was only 29.36 per cent, 
just over the 25 per cent 
minimum level needed for 
the poll to be valid. 

Just a month ago, a 
majority of residents ques- 
tioned in a poll said they 
had not even heard of the 
parliament. The mayor's 
job was not up for election. 

Officials blamed the 
weather for the lack of 
interest. Temperatures hit 
20 Celsius below freezing. 

The election is important 
for Mayor Luzhkov 
because, despite his repeat- 
ed denials, he is widely 
assumed to be aiming to 
run for president when 
Boris Yeltsin steps do*n. 
An opposition-dominated 
chamber might try to 
undermine him. 

Mr. Luzhkov, who wields 
huge personal influence in 
the city and secured his 
own reelection last year 
with some 90 per cent of 
the vote, said he hoped the 
Duma would work for the 
good of Moscow and not 
get involved in political 
infighting. 

“I am sure that we will 
get a Moscow city Duma 
which will not be caught up 
in politicking but in doing 
something concrete for the 
capital," he told reporters 
after casting his vote. 

He said the number of 
candidates demonstrated 
the significance of the leg- 
islature. 

More than 350 candidates 
are contesting the 35 seats 
which cany influence in a 
city where most of Russia's 
top leaders, wealth and for- 
eign investment are con- 
centrated. 

Up to now liberals have 
dominated the parliament, 
a tsarist creation reinstated 
in 1993 after decades of 
Communist rule. 

The main liberal groups 
have since fallen out. hut 
are trying to mend fences 
in an electoral alliance to 
oppose Communist and 
other leftist candidates. 

Elderly people, used to 
compulsory voting under 
Communism, tend to be the 
most active voters. Opinion 
polls show they support 
mainly leftist candidates. 

Vote-counting machines 
were installed in the Mitino 
district in northeast 
Moscow as an experiment, 
although there, as else- 
where, votes continued w 
be counted by hand, with 
computers used only to 
tally the results, which 
were expected later 
Monday. 


Over 1,000 Australian girls illegally sterilised 


SYDNEY (R) — More than 
1 .000 inlclleciually disabled 
girls and young women 
have been illegally ster- 
ilised in Australia since 
1991. according to a human 
rights report released 
Monday. 

The report released by the 
Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission 
found that 1 .045 sterilisa- 
tion operations had been 
officially registered since 
1991, yet only 17 of these 
were court approved. 

After a 1992 court ruling 
involving a girl called 
Marion who was sterilised 
against her will, only a court 
can authorise sterilisation 
operations for a child. The 
ruling allows hysterec- 
tomies and tubal ligations 
only after less invasive 


treatment has failed. 

The only time a child cun 
be sterilised without court 
approval is when the proce- 
dure is a by-product of 
surgery to treat a malfunc- 
tion or disease. 

But the report warned that 
the real number of sterilisa- 
tion operations of intellectu- 
ally disabled girls could be 
"several limes" higher 
because it only counted 
operations that qualified for 
financial support under the 
Australian government's 
medical insurance system. 

It said there was evidence 
the child sterilisation law 
was being “deliberately 
flouted", with operations 
disguised, due to the finan- 
cial burden on families in 
seeking court approval. 

Disability Discrimination 


Commissioner Elizabeth 
Hastings said the report pro- 
vided strong evidence of 
“disturbing breaches of 
human rights." 

“This surgery is occurring 
far more often than those 
rare cases where it is 
required Jot urgent medical 
reasons," Ms. Hastings told 
reporters Monday. 

“It seems clear that the 
practice of sterilisation is 
being undertaken without 
effective accountability and 
is happening unlawfully.’' 
Ms.. Hastings said. 

‘I think it is a very- serious 
problem. All people have a 
universal right to integrity 
of the body and illegal oper- 
ations are a form of 
assault.' 

Ms. Hastings said sterili- 
sation was wrongly seen by 


some parents as a solution 
to menstruation problems 
faced by intellectually dis- 
abled girls, as well as 
unwanted pregnancies and 
mood swings. 

“It doesn’t solve a lot of 
the family-based problem*- 
relating with assisting the 
young woman with an intel- 
lectual disability with hej 
ordinary bodily functions, 
she said. 

"People do it because of 
problems they anticipate 
with menstruation and u*u' 
ally they don't know there 
are programmes in pl^ce 
that they can use." 

“Some forms of sterilisa- 
tion surgery will in 
have quite long-term physi- 
cal health effects on 
women, osteoporosis and 
bean disease." 
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NATO to revise 
strategic 



Court drawing dated Dec- 12, showing Dich Ramirez 
Sanchez during the first day of his trial in Paris (AFP 
photo) 


Police shut down gaming 
halls after reporter 
gets death threat 


Carlos lashes out at court, 
his lawyer leaves as trial resumes 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — NATO 
foreign ministers meeting 
Tuesday will launch the first 
formal revision of the 
alliance’s Soviet-era strategic 
concept, to be adopted by 
NATO chiefs at the group’s 
50th anniversary summit in 
April J999. 

The meeting , which 
Wednesday opens up to 
NATO’s neutral partners 
including Russia, will also 
formally decide on a new 
NATO-led mission in Bosnia 
and discuss plans for alliance 
enlargement. 

The last revision of the 
strategic concept was in 1991. 
before the fall of the Soviet 
Union, and before the 
alliance’s first peacekeeping 
operation, begun in Bosnia in 
1995. 

The new revision reflects 
the first major change follow- 
ing the cdd war and the deci- 
sionio admit three new mem- 
bers — the Czech Republic. 
Hungary and Poland. 

It will also take into account 
recently agreed reform in 
NATO’s internal military 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Vice Presi- 
dent Lien Chan has called for 
Taiwan to seek peaceful and 
expanded exchanges with 
China and avoid confrontation 
due to political differences, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 

Mr Uen, who was forced to 
step down from the premier- 
ship in September over a crime 
wave, also said he would ruu 
fey president in 2000 if 
endorsed by his ruling Kuom- 
intang (KMT) party. 

“Despite some noises here, 
there is no base for Taiwan to 
declare independence (from 
the mainland) and the condi- 
tions are not ripe .either for 
China to ramify with Taiwan" 
Mr lien told the United Daily 
News in an interview. 


concept 

structure and the move to 
engage in cooperation pro- 
grammes w ith Eastern 
nations — including the so- 
called Partnership for Peace, 
diplomats said. 

The new strategic concept 
will also have to lake account 
of the alliance’s new, closer 
relationship with Russia, the 
emergence of a European 
defence identity wi thin 
NATO and the first ever 
NATO, peacekeeping opera- 
tion. 

The future concept “will 
have to co nfir m the main 
function of defence of mem- 
bers* territory, and update 
NATO’s new missions like 
the fight against the prolifera- 
tion of weapons of mass 
destruction and terrorism,'' a 
diplomat said, stressing the 
changes seen since 199L 

“In 1991. we were still talk- 
ing about the Soviet Union 
and could not imagine we 
would be undertaking a 
peacekeeping mission like 
that in Bosnia, which itself is 
outside NATO’s traditional 
sphere,” the diplomat said. 


“So the best way is taking a 
‘no independence, no reunifi- 
cation ’ attitude while both 
sides strive for something pos- 
itive instead of letting political 
confrontation cause instabili- 
ty’' 

Mr. Uea said both Taipei and 
Beijing should keep the peace 
and widen cross-strait 
exchanges. 

Beijing has considered the 
island part of its territory since 
Communist troops drove 
nationalist forces here in 1949 
at the end of a civii war. 

The KMT government 
while insisting on its sover- 
eignty over the island, pledges 
to reunify* with the mainland 
under “freedom, democracy 
and economic prosperity.” 


BEIJING (AFPl — Police 
in Fuzhou, in southeastern 
China, have launched a 
crackdown on gaming 
machines after death threats 
were made against a jour- 
nalist who exposed the ille- 
gal gambling. 

Some IS electronic games 
halls were shut and 1.100 
other halls in the city* were 
to be checked in the city*, 
the capital of Fujian 
province, the official China 
Daily said Monday. 

To show their determina- 
tion to combat the growth 
of gambling machines, 
most popular with young 
people, authorities Saturday 
publicly destroyed 390 slot 
machines and 773 related 
computer components, with 
a total value of three mil- 
lion yuan ($360,000). 

Gu Wei. a reporter with 
the Fuzhou Evening News, 
exposed the existence of 
these electronic machines, 
which are often hidden 
behind legal games, last 
month. 

After the first article was 
published he received 
phone calls from someone 


offering to pay him a por- 
tion of the earnings from 
the operation if he stopped 
his inquiries, but threaten- 
ing to teach him a lesson if 
he persisted. 

After he refused, the Chi- 
nese mafia fired shots at his 
house on Nov. 29. although 
no one was in the building 
at the time. Later that night 
he was warned he and his 
families would be the next 
target if he continued writ- 
ing the articles. 

Gambling, outlawed since 
the Communists came to 
power in 1949, has never- 
theless been reappearing, 
along with prostitution, 
since the introduction of 
capitalist market reforms at 
the end of the 1980s. partic- 
ularly in the rich coastal 
zones. 

The government is trying 
to redirect the Chinese pas- 
sion for gaming towards 
lotteries organised at the 
ciry and provincial level. 
The government is also 
seriously considering creat- 
ing a game of Loto. mod- 
elled after those in France 
or Germany. 


PARIS (AH 3 ) — Carlos, the 
self-styled “professional revo- 
lutionary” hunted for a trail of 
terror in the 1970s and 1980s, 
lashed out at the court and his 
lawyer walked out as his mur- 
der trial went into its second 
day Monday. 

Angered by the court deci- 
sion’s to cum down his plea to 
cancel the trial and order his 
release. Carlos questioned the 
“integrity of the court” and 
denounced “the atmosphere of 
psychosis weighing” on the 
nine-person jury. 

His lawyer, Isabelle 
Coutant-Peyre. walked out of 
the trial in protest at the court's 
failure to decide to call in wit- 
nesses who wen? present at a 
1 975 shoot-out in Paris, where 
two French policemen and a 
Lebanese informer were 
killed while trying to appre- 
hend Mr. Carlos. 

Held in solitary confinement 
in a French prison for the past 
three years. Carlos, ar the 
opening of his weeklong trial 
last Friday, had called on the 
Paris Assize Court to annul 
the case on the grounds it was 
“illegal.” 

“1 was kidnapped," he said 
Friday. “Legally I am not in 
France ... I refuse to recognise 
the right of the French judicia- 
ry to judge me despite the 
respect 1 have for France.” 

The appeal has already been 


LAGOS (R) — Hundreds of 
youths in Northern Nigeria, 
usually a heartland of support 
for military rule, marched in 
protest Sunday over the death 
of prominent political 

detainee Shehu Musa Yar’ad- 
ua, newspapers said Monday. 

They said the youths 
marched peacefully through 
the streets of Yar’adua’s 
birthplace of Katsina carry- 
ing placards calling on mili- 
tary ruler General Sani 
Abac ha to go and chanting 
anti-government slogans. 


overruled by international 
courts. 

The 48-year-old Venezue- 
lan-bom defendant, whose 
real name is Dich Ramirez 
Sanchez, was seized while liv- 
ing in hiding in Sudan in 1994 
and was flown to France 
hooded, and in a sack, by 
French agents aided by Khar- 
toum. 

Presiding Judge Yves Cor- 
neloup said a separate plea 
from Carlos to disqualify the 
right of a group of victims of 
terrorism to act as civil plain- 
tiffs in the murder trial would 
be examined later. 

Pleading his cause in 
French, with a thick Spanish 
accent, the elegantly-dressed 
Carlos accused Mr. Comeloup 
of colluding with the group — 
known as “SOS Attentats” 
(SOS Attacks). 

Carlos has accused the 
group’s lawyer of being “a 
militant Zionist” and said the 
group itself was politically 
biased and had failed to help 
Palestinian victims of tenor 
attacks in Fiance. 

Tire presiding judge, he said, 
had “an incestuous relation- 
ship” with the group of vic- 
tims and should “stop the trial 
to avoid staining his robes 
with doubts on his integrity.” 

The bulky, gray-haired 
defendant, dressed in a navy 
jacket and white sports-shirt 


Yar’adua, a former military 
vice-president who was 
buried in Katsina last Tues- 
day, was considered by polit- 
ical analysts to be Gen. 
Abacha’s most formidable 
opponent after detained pres- 
idential claimant Moshood 
Abiola. 

So far. most opposition to 
Gen. Abacha has come from 
Mr. Abiola’s southwestern 
homeland and his Yoruba 
ethnic group, rather than 
from the Hausa-speaking 
north of Africa’s mosi popu- 


with matching silk scarf, also 
regretted he was being por- 
trayed as “a nasty terrorist, a 
bloodthirsty foreigner with a 
knife between his teeth.” 

The killin gs he is to answer 
for took place June 27, 1975m 
in a small apartment in the 
Rue Toullier in the Paris Latin 
Quarter, where three French 
officers investigating a Pales- 
tinian terrorist network were 
led after interrogating Carlos' 
friend Michel MoukhaibaL a 
Lebanese. 

Moukharbal and two of the 
officers — who were unarmed 
and members of France’s 
DST counter-intelligence ser- 
vice — were shot at close 
range by Carlos while 
attempting to apprehend him. 
It was his closest call until his 
eventual capture in a career 
across Europe and the Middle 
East that is believed to have 
caused scores of deaths. 

Carlos said the Rue Toullier 
incident was the result of “a 
plot by the Mossad”, the 
Israeli secret service. 

Ms. Coutanr-Peyre’s walk- 
out followed her earlier 
demand that the prosecution 
locate and bring to court the 
two men and one woman who 
were drinking with Carlos in 
the Paris apartment that night 

‘If you plan to continue to 
judge this case without wit- 
nesses 1 will conclude that the 


lous country. 

The circumstances of 54- 
year-old Yar'adua’s death 
have not yet been fully 
explained, although newspa- 
pers reported that it was due 
to inflammation of the liver. 

Yar'adua was sentenced to 
death for coup plotting in 
1995 at a secret trial of more 
than 40 people, including his 
former boss General Oluse- 
gun Obasanjo. The death 
sentence was later commuted 
to 25 years imprisonment. 

Nigeria’s latest round of 


defence cannot exercise its 
rights nor carry out its work,” 
she said. 

On her announcement she 
was withdrawing as defence 
counsel Mr. Comeloup said: 
“1 am designating you as the 
court-appointed lawyer.” But 
she replied: “I do not accept.” 

The pullout is expected to 
delay proceedings in the trial 
and prompt the defendant to 
argue be is not getting a fair 
trial. 

In France alone. Carlos is 
alleged to have killed 16 peo- 
ple and caused injury to more 
than 200. 

Several months after the 
killin gs of the French officers, 
Carlos pulled off possibly his 
most audacious coup, an 
attack on a meeting of OPEC 
ministers in Vienna in which 
70 people, including 1 1 minis- 
ters. were held hostage. 

Bom into a wealthy Marxist 
family, Carlos trained in guer- 
rilla tactics with radical Pales- 
tinians and launched his 
career as the world’s most 
wanted terrorist by fighting 
the Palestinian cause. 

He later set up Ms own “ter- 
rorist international” with sup- 
port from some Communist 
bloc and Arab nations, work- 
ing with the likes of Ger- 
many's Red Army Faction 
and the Japanese Red Army. 


political crises began with the 
annulment of 1993 presiden- 
tial elections, which Mr. Abi- 
ola is believed to have won. 

Gen. Abacha has decreed 
new elections for next year, 
in which many pundits pre- 
dict he will stand for the pres- 
idency. 

But the transition pro- 
gramme has been marred by 
limited enthusiasm in Nigeria 
and scepticism from western 
governments unhappy about 
the dozens of political 
detainees in Nigerian jails. 


Taiwan official calls for 
peaceful exchanges 
with China 


North Nigerian youths protest detainee’s death 


We have moved forward 

only by embracing change. 
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Partnership for Jordan 

AS EXPECTED the government of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali won the Lower House of 
Parliament’s vote of confidence Monday after two 
days of gruelling deliberations during which fifty- 
five deputies took the floor to air their views. The 
margin with which government won (51 out of 78), 
however, suggests that the newly-elected House is 
anything but a rubber-stamp legislature for this or 
any other cabinet. 

It would be simplistic to think that the way the 
deputies chose to cast their vote was purely in reac- 
tion to ample accusations, mainly by the opposi- 
tion, that the House's composition was carefully 
orchestrated and manipulated by the regime. What 
is more realistic is to assume that the interventions 
and the ballots of the deputies genuinely reflected 
the mood in the country as a whole. In this sense 
the two-day parliamentary debate and the result of 
the confidence vote highlight the real issues that are 
likely to dominate the House's working agenda for 
the near future and beyond. 

On top of what the Parliament would like to see, 
it appears, is a government that takes full responsi- 
bility for its actions. The prime minister's decision 
to adopt His Majesty King Hussein's Speech from 
the Throne as his government's programme, 
though precedented, did not go down well with the 
deputies. The representatives of the people would 
interact more satisfactorily with such detailed pol- 
icy statements as those enunciated by Dr. Majali 
yesterday on each of the questions that our society 
at large is asking nowadays. As one parliamentari- 
an after the other spoke on national and regional 
topics, the prime minister may have felt obliged to 
respond in land on almost every point raised. For 
instance, the debate on the temporary press and 
publications law showed in no uncertain terms that 
the deputies will accept nothing less than a real 
compromise with the government over its separate 
articles. The government's contention that such law 
was needed as is would not hold water with the new 
House, and it was heartening to hear the prime 
minister extend an olive branch as far as a possi- 
ble compromise was concerned when he left the 
final determination on the controversial legislation 
up to the Parliament itself. 

On the Election Law, there appeared to be no 
clear-cut commitment to amend it in accordance 
with the wishes of the House. The fact that the 
prime minister placed a high premium on national 
security and stability may foreclose the adoption of 
certain elements that can completely fill existing 
gaps in our electoral process. 

Dr. Majali did, however, offer sincere words of 
appreciation to all the speeches that were made in 
the two marathon sessions over the past two days 
and pledged to deal with them in good faith and in 
the most positive manner. Only through such coop- 
eration in fact can we hope to establish a healthy, 
productive and democratic relationship between 
the legislative and executive branches of govern- 1 
menL 

Even though the parliamentary victory of Dr. 
Majali came as do surprise to most observers, it 
was still a hard won triumph which should dispel 
all notions that the next round of parliamentary' Life 
will be smooth sailing or lacking dynamism. The 
democratic process in our country is alive and 
kicking, it can be said. But now that the govern- 
ment has won the coveted Parliament's vote of con- 
fidence it remains to be seen how the lofty commit- 
ments it made will be translated into reality. 

In the weeks and months ahead w r e will know 
more about the dynamic relationship between this 
government and Parliament. There are presumably 
going to be changes on the way. whether in the 
make-up of Dr. Majali's team or in political cir- 
cumstances in the region. 

Yesterday's vote was a defining moment for forg- 
ing a new partnership. We hope it will serve the 
country’ well, whether the partners are govern- 
ment. government supporters or the opposition. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i's Fahed ai Fanek Monday cautioned 
Jordanians against escalating tension with Iraq, stressing 
that Jordan and Iraq are in need of each other under the 
present circumstances and in view of the common chal- 
lenges. The anger of the Jordanian people as a result of 
the execution of the four Jordanians in Iraq has already 
sent a strong message to the Iraqi leadership but senti- 
ments should not be escalated because any adverse devel- 
opment would have serious consequences on the interests 
of the two peoples, he said. The writer said Jordanians 
have to remember that the Iraqi government was applying 
its own rules against people smuggling badly needed 
items for Iraq which is not allowed to import under the 
present sanctions and the law is being applied to all peo- 
ple regardless of their nationality. All people including 
truck drivers realise that Iraq has its own laws including 
a law imposing capital punishment on smugglers, and if 
rhev disrespect the law they can face the consequences, 
noted the writer. He said Iraq is ihe most important coun- 
try for Jordan, importing one-fifth of Jordanian products 
and supplying the Kingdom with its needs of oil at very- 
competitive prices. At the same time, he said Jordan is 
the sole outlet for Iraqis to the world, and the Kingdom is 
spearheading efforts worldwide to terminate the sanc- 
tions imposed on the Iraqi people. Dr. Fanek said Jordan 
must not give the enemies of Iraq a new weapon to use 
against the Iraqi nation. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri j 


The first and last battle of the Arab-lsraeli conflict 


OTTAWA, Canada — What is the single most difficult 
and contentious issue in the way of a comprehensive and 
permanent Arab-lsraeli peace agreement? Jerusalem? 
Settlements? Sovereignty? "Borders? Security? 
Recognition? Probably none of these. Reciprocal com- 
promises on these issues are already underway — such as 
the Likud-led Israeli government’s slow withdrawal from 
parts of the occupied West Bank and Gaza, the Israeli 
people’s realistic attitude to the pluralistic and multi-faith 
nature of Jerusalem, and the Arafat-led Palestinian 
National Authority’s cosmically patient attitude to Israeli 
settlements expansion in Arab lands occupied in 1967. 

By quickly addressing and making some progress on 
these issues, the peace process, since Madrid in 1991. has 
highlighted the core of the conflict: the status and rights 
of the Palestinian refugees who were displaced and dis- 
enfranchised in 1947-48. The birth of modem Israel in 
1948 largely resolved ihe historical problem of Jewish 
statelessness and vulnerability, but it created a new prob- 
lem of the modem statelessness and vulnerability of the 
Palestinian Arabs whose land and homes were taken over 
by Israelis. 

I have had the privilege of participating here in a two- 
day “stocktaking conference on Palestinian refugee 
research" that was organised by the very respected 
Canadian institution the International Development 
Research Center, with the input of Canadian and other 
scholars who are active in refugee issues. The meeting 
comprised Palestinians. Israelis. Jordanians, and several 
other nationalities, and came within the context of 
Canada’s role as gavel holder of the refugees working 
group of the multilateral peace talks. 

The experience was politically significant and instruc- 
tive. It emphatically revealed two key points: a) how very 
far apart Israelis and Palestinians are on the refugees 
issue, and how little movement there has been on this 
issue, in contrast with the ongoing compromises on other 
key matters, and b) the central, powerful, existential 
importance of the refugees issue, symbolically and prac- 
tically. to Israelis and Palestinians alike. We quickly 
encountered the Israeli consensus on refusing even to 
discuss the Palestinian refugees’ “right of return" — 
legally, a vague and contested notion: historically, one 


that has been repeatedly reaffirmed by United Nations 
resolutions that enjoy the exact same moral and legal 
weight as the 1947 U.N. resolution to partition Palestine 
into Israeli and Arab stales; and politically, far and away 
the most important issue on the Palestinian side. 

The Israeli refusal to discuss the mutter betrays its very 
deep significance, to both Israelis and Palestinians. The 
Israeli writer Gideon Lowy recently called this “the most 
painful, unhealed wound standing between us and them 
( Ha’ aretz, August 17, 1997). a rare Israeli ability to men- 
tion the refugees' “right of return” in its full moral, legal 
and practical context. He made two crucial points that 
most Israelis are unable or unwilling to accept: that 
“recognition of the injustice that was done them I the 
Palestinian refugees] and true compensation for it are the 
human and political minimum to which these people arc 
entitled, without which no true settlement can take 
place.” and. that “even the agreement to raise it llhe right 
of return] for discussion implies recognition that the state 
of Israel was created on a basis that was partly unethi- 
cal.” 

He also states (rightly) that talking of the right of return 
is utterly impractical as long as Israelis perceive this as 
undermining their stale's basis for existence. Israelis in 
their sleep say that they will not negotiate "national sui- 
cide” by allowing millions of Palestinians to return to 
their homes in Jaffa and Haifa — an understandable and 
reasonable altitude from an Israeli perspective, lo be 
sure, but one lhat also includes u fascinating, implicit 
recognition that Israel thrives on lands once inhabited by 
Palestinians whose legal and moral claims remain not 
only unresolved, but also unaddressed and, in Israel, 
largely unspoken, and perhaps even morally unmention- 
able. 

The politically and historically important fact that 
recurs in any discussion oF this issue, as occurred here in 
Ottawa this week, is that Israeli intransigence breeds a 
Palestinian mirror image — an echo from the harrowing 
memory of historical marginalisation and the demeaning 
quarters of national invisibility. Israel’s vehement refusal 
even ro discuss the Palestinians' right of return (“repatri- 
ation or compensation") automatically generates vehe- 
ment Palestinian counter-claims to the right to return to 


l 

I 

their homes and lands in Palestine (not Israel, notice, l 
but “Palestine,” i.e.. the Palestinians and Israelis are both \ 
sayinc: you don’t see me. I don’t see you). Israeli offi. . 
cials and private citizens offer to resolve the Palestine j 
refugee problem primarily outside of Palestine, in neigh- i 
bouring Arab states and around the world, with heavy ! 
doses of economic rehabilitation and tree trade: in | 
response, Palestinians respond with dramatic new , 
research showins that most Palestinian villages and lands ; 
that were abandoned in 1947-48 remain available f or | 
resettlement, and that more than 85 per cent of Israelf^ ! 
live on less than one-fifth of the land of Israel/Palestine | 
(i.e., vou send me east. 1 send you west). : 

This is another form of war — a war of words, ideas. | 
hopes, concepts, memories, and threats. It is also the first » 
and last battle of the Arab-lsraeli conflict. Though mutu- \ 
ally heroic, this confrontation is defined more by reap. ' 
rocal audacity and denial than by sensitivity or political \ 
practicality, more by fear than courage, and more by j 
bravado than by humility. It highlights the underlying i 
problem, but does not point a way to its solution. The i 
challenge before us is how to reconcile two equally valid [ 
rights — the Israeli right to statehood, security, and j 
recognition, and the Palestinian right to self-detemiina- ■ 
t ion. ^state hood, and repatriation-or-compensation. These j 
mutual rights are emotionally difficult and politically j 
traumatic — but they are not incompatible. ; 

Scholars and politicians on both sides would do well to ( 
stop denying the legitimacy of the other, and instead to ! 
start suggesting how Palestinian and Israeli twin nation- j 
al legitimacies can be accommodated side-by-side. The | 
core of Zionist national legitimacy was the reconstitution j 
of a sovereign Jewish majority in its ancestral homeland. . 
which has been achieved. The core of Palestinian 
national legitimacy is to achieve the same right and goal, 
alongside and not" in place of the existing Jewish state. I 
The “right of return” for the Palestinians does not neces- j 
sarily mean the end or the negation of the stale of Israel. ; 
Thoughtful Israelis and Arabs should take the time and i 
make the effort to explore how this could be achieved, so j 
that we may walk securely and with dignity into the 1 
future, rather than to keep wandering, frightened and I 
blind, in the darkness of the past. , 


‘U.S. must normalise relations with Israel’ 


By Khalil E. Jahshan 

IN ITS haphazard attempt at resuscitating 
the on-again off-acain Middle East peace 
negotiations, the Clinton administration has 
called on Israel to take a “time-out” on its 
relentless building of Jewish settlements in 
occupied Palestine. The United Slates made 
its appeal to Israel for the sake of rescuing 
the American-sponsored peace talks and not 
on the basis of a principled position against 
Israeli settlement activities. The Israeli 
response has been a swift and unequivocal 
“No”! 

Notwithstanding the fate of the peace 
process or that of American interests in the 
region. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has reiterated over the past few 
weeks his government’s intention not to 
heed the American appeal by President 
Ginton and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright to temporarily halt the construction 
and expansion of settlements on Arab- 
owned lands. 

With his characteristic arrogance and 
warped sense of logic and symmetry. 
Netanyahu declared that settlements are “a 
non-issue" and that Israeli agreements with 
the Palestinians, namely the Oslo accords, 
“don’t include any limitation whatsoever on 
settlements.” Furthermore, the Israeli prime 
minister voiced a new demand calling for 
curbs on Palestinian construction of homes 
on Arab-owned lands in such areas as 
Bethlehem and Qalqilia currently controlled 


by the Palestinian National Authority 
IPNA). 

What makes an American client state like 
Israel so adamant and so successful at defy- 
ing U.S. wishes with such impunity? 
Unfortunately, most of the blame lies on the 
American side. 


First and foremost, the American sense of 
priorities is out of whack, to say the least. 
As Philip Geyelin wrote in his Washington 
Post column more than 1 3 years ago: ‘The 
problem is not so much with Israel, which 
has an admirable way of attending to its 
own security interests by putting them first, 
even when they work at cross- purposes with 
U.S. interests. The real problem is with the 
United Slates, which, by contrast, is all too 
often ready to subordinate its security inter- 
ests to the will of Israel." Indeed, so long as 
the United States suffers from spineless 


political leadership which lacks the moral 
courage to stand up for American Interests, 
Mr. Netanyahu and his successors will 
remain at liberty to defy their American 
benefactor. 

Second, inherent contradictions in 
American policy vis-a-vis Israel, in general. 


and towards the settlement issue, in particu- 
lar. have left the impression with Israeli 
leaders that the United Slates is not serious. 
Mindful of the constant and irresponsible 
retreat in Ihe American characterisuiion of 
Jewish settlements over the years from “ille- 
gal” to an “impediment to peace" to 
“unhelpful" to “legal, hut not right now.” 
Mr. Netanyahu sees tlmi as a green light to 
proceed forward with his settlement plans to 
the detriment of the peace process and U.S. 
credibility and interests in the region. 

In addition, Netanyahu’s defi.ince is fur- 


ther strengthened by such remarks as that 
uttered recently by Secretary Albright when 
she slated that “you don't use pressure tac- 
tics when dealing with friends." Translated 
into Israeli political jargon. Albright’s state- 
ment means that the Ginton administration 
will not confront or use serious pressure on 
Israel regardless of Israeli excesses for fear 
of domestic backlash in the American 
Jewish community. Furthermore, with all 
due respect to Mrs. Albright, the U.S. does 
routinely apply pressure on friends and foes 
alike, including close allies who are much 
more significant to American national inter- 
ests than the Jewish state. A case in point is 
the Clinton administration’s recent dealings 
with Japan. France, Russia. Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt just to name few. 

The time has come for the United States in 
“normalise" its relation.** with Israel. We 
cannot afford to continue this love affair 
with Israel, right or wrong. As Geoijtt 
Washington once wrote: “The nation which 
indulges toward another an habitual haired 
or an habitual fondness is in some degree a 
slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to it' 
affection, either of which is sufficient w 
lead it astray from its duly and its interest.” 

The writer is president of the Naiimuii 
Association of Arab Americans, a forciw 
polit y lobbying group bused in Washmgm. 
DC. He contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


...so long as the United States suffers from 
spineless political leadership which lacks the moral 
courage to stand up for American interests, 

Mr. Netanyahu and his successors will remain at 
liberty to defy their American benefactor. 


‘Shed the obsession’ 


LETTERS 


Incident not to pass lightly 


To the editor: 

IN READING your latest editorial: “The stakes arc high for 
all” (Jordan Times. Dec. 91. 1. as a Westerner, was struck 
once again by your obsession with the United Slates, and 
that the I'.S. “should do something" about Israel. This 
obsession has been, is. and will continue to be totally coun- 
terproductive. It is. in fact, a dead end. American policy 
towards the Middle East is driven by AIPAC |American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee] and other domestic Jewish 
lobbies that arc fanatically pro-Israel, as is President Clinton 
himself. Add to that the key officials in the American admin- 
istration: Madeleine Albright for foreign affairs and William 
Cohen for defence, are both strongly pro-Israel, and it is 
clear that it is impossible for the Americans to be neutral 
mediators in the Middle East. 

In addition, the American public is increasingly 
Arabphobic and Istamphobic. this prejudice being fuelled by 
America’s popular press. Read only the last few issues of 
Time. Newsweek. Herald Tribune and oiher journals and 
newspapers, to get the full impact of these phobias passing 
off as "news” in the U.S. Add to that the ignorance of reali- 
ty in the Middle East by America’s Congress, and the picture 
is stark and hopeless for the Islamic states. In the U.S. today, 
it is truly “the Wind leading the blind" in the Middle East. 

The Americans' presence and dominant influence, unfor- 
tunately accepted by too many Arab states, is actually part of 
the problem — and not the solution to the Palestinian ques- 
tion and other problems of the Middle East. You have to go 
no further than read the article on the back page of this news- 
paper on the same day as the editorial to see this clearly: 
Albright, once again, stated that the “U.S. would not dictate 
Israeli W. Bank troop withdrawal.” No American pressure on 
Israel. Period. 

It gets tiresome reminding readers that the U.S. has only 
three primary interests in the Middle East: 1. cheap oil: 2. 
Israel: and 3. political and military dominance. Full stop. No 
Arab states, no Palestine, no Muslim refugees, no peace 
except on Israel's terms — nothing of benefit to Arab and 
Muslim stales. For Arab states to appeal to the Americans is 
useless, and if they seemingly give something, it has lo he 
cleared by Israel, and represents a few crumbs from the 
American table — as compared tr* the torrent of aid, military 
hardware and cash that is poured into Israel on a daily basis. 


If the Muslim states wish In improve their situation, I would 
suggest strongly lhat they throw’ away their American begging 
bowl and develop some allies who really have their interests at 
heart, as a counterweight to the overwhelming American 
influence. Distance yourselves greatly from America, go to 
who your real friends arc. and start building a now coalition 
for your own interests. The European Union, Russia, China 
and the U.N. are a good place to start. Too much time has been 
wasted on appeals for American fairness and justice. After 
years and years, the results are negative — Lebanon and Syria 
still occupied, Iraq invaded and now occupied. Palestinian 
lands disappearing by the day. Muslims imprisoned and killed 
and exiled. All done with American approval in conjunction 
with its allies: Israel and Turkey. 

No, your children deserve far better than this, and are getting 
increasingly tired of the constant bowing to American dictates 
7 - Fight your real — and external — enemies. The alternative 
is. in ihe future, to fight your own people and your own chil- 
dren. 

Dr. Hendrik S. Wcilcr 
Amman 


Good news from Tehran 

To the editor; 


THE ISLAMIC conference held recently in Tehran is success- 
ful in many aspects. HRH Crown Prince Hussan's participa- 
tion in the conference helped reveal the brighter side of Islam 
to the world. His .speech was the right response to the vicious 
campaign waged against the Muslim religion. The Crown 
Prince’s call for setting up a Zakat fund is a reminder of the 
vivid image of the philanthropic facets of Islam. In addition. 
Jordan has succeeded in breathing new life into the cool rela- 
tionship between Jordan and Iran, genuinely reflectin'* 
Jordan's willingness to further develop bilateral tics, political- 
ly and economically. Iran's release of two Jordanian prisoners 
of war is a goodwill gesture lhat received so much regard and 
appreciation from all Jordanians. 


MnzenTaniimi 

Amman 


To (he editor: 


THE FOUR Jordanians who were executed in Iraq commit- , 
led a minor violation in attempting to smuggle spare pan . 5 . 
out or Iraq. They violated a man-made Jaw in hopes of mat- . 
ing a small profit, such a violation must never be considered 
a crime. Any crime no matter how severe should never be i 
punishable by death, since no man has ihe right to tak*-’ ! 
another man’s life. lam proud or our government for con- ' 
demmng such actions, and for waiting for what might devd- 1 
op in the coming few days. I 

The role of government is to protect its nationals whercev- | 
cr they are. Last week s incident should not pass by lightly, i 
As a citizen I demand full protection from my Government ! 

and urge a not to deal wiih this matter lishtlv, for it will ntt 
go away. “ • \ 

Firas Halascft j 

Amman : 


Call for condemnation 

To the editor: 

!. A ^ JOr f 11 i^ Uvins in thc U.S. and have read you i 
cie about the killing of ih c four Jordanians in Iraq. 

aft' H Ulm f d and . sht * kcd - This action is a nova 
ulwJri ^«? d h an ?H? pCC ? ,ly lhe Arab people al* ° vc 
£ £ Amhh°rnrh * “ harned of ^elf. Rather than pre 
^ , crs ; Iraq hai ch °*n an inhumane a 
C2. \ V? , Cudcrs ^ judges there should be 

this can he^llnw S S 10 !!'’ * l *' s a shame that somethin* 
winSTJ* u to ha PP cn In the Arab World. It is 
and^sS S P® 0 ** ■« doing to our bro 

ra**ed | hr,lv f. i T' ,^ Ven n inc-year-old son is 
Iraa and iK bLu ^ 1 Arab countries should cone 

S pdn iL?r lnr ? lS lcrTibIc ® and its leaders sfc 
men must kTr^ m ;^ crs and families of these Jord: 

ricn™h a crime*- M “ y ^ Ar3b World c 


Wardi M’SaJtem j 
Jacksonville, Florid* , 
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Deputies focus on press law, economic concerns in vote of confidence statements 


Following is the continu- 
ation of highlights of 
speeches given by 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment members during 
discussions on the vote 
of confidence motion in 
Prime Min ister Abdul 
Salam Majaii's govern- 
ment 

Yousef Shreldeb 

(Konra District) 

“The government has 
caused an imbalance in the 
Kingdom’s press establish- 
ment through the implemen- 
tation of die Press and Publi- 
cations Law. 

‘The government has 
increased the level of unem- 
ployment by laying off a 
number of journalists and 
transferring the ownership of 
papers from journalists to 
capitalists and wealthy indi- 
viduals. 

“Several laws have been 
introduced by the govern- 
ment that do not serve the 
press. 

“Many well-known and 
renowned poets and writers 
have fled their homeland 
because of lack of confidence 
and appreciation.*' 

Mohammad Azaideh 
(Madaba) 

“I propose a national media 
plan to serve all citizens and 
to protect Islamic norms and 
morals. 

“I also urge the government 
to reconsider the draft press 
and publications law and to 
stop selling public institu- 
tions to the private sector 
under the name of privatisa- 
tion. 

. “The State Security Court 
should be granted further 
power and authority. 

“We have heard promises 
from the government to 
decrease the level of unem- 
ployment but the reality is 
quite the opposite, since 
unemployment is increas- 
ing.” 

Saleh Shawatah 

. • (Irbid) 

“I will begin by saying that 
I will be committed to the 
people who voted for me. 1 
believe that the people's will 
emanates from the will of 
God and that the nation 
serves as the source of 
authority. I also stress that 
there is need for respecting 
the provisions of the Consti- 
tution and few respecting all 
religions and legislation. 

“The professional and trade 
unions are national institu- 
tions and in Jordan there are 
more than 100.000 profes- 
sionals who enjoy their ser- 
vices. I believe that the time 
has come for the government 
to view these associations as 
partners in shouldering 
responsibility and not as 
adversaries to be eliminated 
“This government, which 
chose to stay aloof from the 
public by not caring for sev- 
eral issues of concern, has 
lowered the ceiling of free- 
doms. This government has 
not drawn up an overall pro- 
gramme and is not able to 
work out a plan for reviving 
the economy, raising the ceil- 
ing of freedoms, respecting 
human rights, or enhancing 
national unity.” 

Mansour Ben Tarif 
(Karak) 

“My speech is on behalf of 
members of the Democratic 
Solidarity Bloc who are: Bar- 
jas Hadid, Hamad Abu Zeid. 
Noman Ghweiri, Fawn 
Tueimeh, Raji Haddad, 
Ghazi Fayez, Saleh Jbour, 
Bakhit Hajaya, Riyadh 
Saraireh, Nayef Mawla. 
Munir Sobar, Galeb Zou'bi, 
Fawwaz Zou'bi, Sami Kha- 
sawneh. and Abdullah 
ZuriekaL 

"In spite of its scarce 
resources, Jordan has 
achieved concrete develop- 
ment and progress in various 
facets of life. 

'The Jordanian citizen 
looks forward to further eco- 
nomic benefits that meet his 
aspirations and demands. 

'■Jordanians have the right 
to live in freedom and live a 
dignified life in a democratic 
climate where people are 
respected and appreciated. 

"Unemployment poverty, 
and economic stagnation, as 
well as corruption, cannot be 
confronted without sincere 
government efforts.” 

Ayed Adaileh 

(Karak) 

“I have no doubt that our 


country suffers from com- 
plex and chronic problems 
despite the continued efforts 
to find solutions for them. 

“We are faring higher rales 
of poverty, a shrinking mid- 
dle class, modest levels of 
social services, stifling of 
freedoms, and administra- 
tive, social, and political cor- 
ruption. 

"Furthermore, the King- 
dom is facing isolation due to 
circumstances on the Arab 
and international fronts and is 
facing the hegemony of the 
U.S. and Israel at a time 
when the government's poli- 
cies have been favourable to 
them, which has been so 
since the end of the Gulf war. 

“This situation did not 
materialise as a result of the 
performance of a certain gov- 
ernment but rather as an out- 
come of successive govern- 
ment policies over a long 
period of time. 

"In foe political arena, this 
government has introduced a 
law that cancels people's 
right to expression and 
thought and has enacted the 
one-person, one-vote elec- 
toral system, which restricts 
foe rights of people in foe 
parliamentary process. 

“The government has 
infringed upon society's civic 
institutions, including the 
unions, political parties, 
clubs, societies, and popular 
organisations. 

“The country faces bureau- 
cracy, weak public adminis- 
tration, unemployment, and 
corruption of every kind 
These have characterised 
both the public and private 
sectors, thus endangering foe 
country's present and future. 
“We demand that 

1. The government intro- 
duce a new and modem elec- 
tions Jaw that can guarantee 
freedoms. The public should 
participate in its formation 
under judicial supervision. 

2. The government intro- 
duce a new press and publi- 
cations law guaranteeing 
freedom of the press without 
any legal or financial restric- 
tions, so that the media can 
serve as a watchdog over the 
government’s performance. 

3. The government guaran- 
tee human righis and public 
freedoms. 

4. The government pass 
legislation that can guarantee 
public and political free- 
doms." 

Adrian Aqrabawi 
(Zarqa) 

“The democratic march 
that Jordan is embarking on 
now requires raising the ceil- 
ing of public freedoms and 
freeing tbe press. This will 
allow watchftil eyes to look 
out for the security of foe 
nation." 

Ra’d Bakri 

(Amman 3rd) 

“The citizen's life has 
become harsh. He is no 
longer capable of paying for 
food, medicine, water, or the 
electricity bill. All of this is 
due to the increased cost of 
living. Inflation is on the rise 
and you must not forget the 
issues of paying for housing, 
comprehensive medical 
insurance, and education. 

“All of this makes it neces- 
sary that our honourable gov- 
ernment formulate a credible 
agenda that deals genuinely 
with the issues at hand 
“This agenda should 
include equal employment 
opportunities and raising the 
salaries and pensions of civil 
workers aud military person- 
nel” 

Ghazi Fayez 
(Central Badia) 

"We agree with the regime 
that any "government loyal to 
its main principles will work 
on achieving justice and 
equality in society. 

"With all due respect, 1 did 
not find these things in the 
current government. It lacks 
foe harmony necessary for 
effective team work and foe 
efficiency essential for plac- 
ing the right man in the right 
position. All of this made foe 
government incapable of ful- 
filling our country’s aspira- 
tions. 

“Was it not this very gov- 
ernment that issued tempo- 
rary laws in foe aftermath of 
dissolving foe J2th Parlia- 
ment, although there was no 
need to do so? Did it not turn 
a deaf ear to all criticism that 
followed foal action? Was it 
not the government foal wit- 


nessed serious human rights 
violations during its adminis- 
tration and prevented citizens 
from speaking up and 
defending their rights?" 

Ahmad Ennab 
(Ajioun) 

“I suggest that our council 
vote on tbe following: We 
grant foe government a vote 
of confidence due to foe fact 
that there is no reason to 
repeat the discussion of the 
Speech of the Throne, which 
has become foe official gov- 
ernment statement. Our 
response to it yesterday 
should be sufficient,” 

Nash' at Hamarneb 
(Madaba ) 

“1 propose the following 
points: 

1. Respecting foe constitu- 
tion and regarding it as foe 
reference for any laws. 

2. Raising the ceiling of 
freedoms and creating a 
modem elections law. 

3. Creating a modem press 
and publications law that 
does not allow transgression 
of human intellect. 

4. Putting a stop to foe pri- 
vatisation of public institu- 
tions, which allows these 
establishments to fall into foe 
hands of foreign investors. 

5. Fighting corruption and 
holding all those who squan- 
der public funds accountable. 

6. Maintaining our national 
and nationalistic values. 

7. Putting a limit on any 
increases of tuition fees at 
universities and educational 
institutions. 

S. Creating a professional 
teachers organisation and a 
general Jordanian students 
association. 

9. Refraining from interfer- 
ing with association policies 
requiring obligatory mem- 
bership. 

10. Granting foe rights of 
women in inheritance, 
including social security and 
retirement funds. 

11. Stopping all forms of 
normalization with the Zion- 
ists and strengthening Jor- 
danian-Arab ties.” 


Saleh Jabour 
(Northern Badia) 

“The conditions of all the 
bedouins in the Kingdom are 
very severe. Unfortunately, 
the policies and decisions of 
previous governments have 
played a pan in worsening 
foe status of livestock own- 
ers. which comprise foe 
majority of Jordanian 
bedouins.” 

“I do not oppose for the 
sake of opposition. I oppose 
because 1 am loyal to His 
Majesty foe King and to the 
country, to myself, and to my 
tribe Bani Sakher. I feel great 
sorrow for my tribe, which 
has suffered great injustices 
because of its sacrifices. 
These have left our graduates 
and intellectuals behind, 
while government favourites 
held positions distributed 
unfairly.” 

No'man Ghweiri 
(Zarqa) 

“Concerning internal 
affairs, there are some eco- 
nomic and social challenges 
that- must be dealt with seri- 
ously and effectively. We 
must find stable strategies 
that deal with them. 

“I call upon foe govern- 
ment to reconsider many of 
its economic and social poli- 
cies in order to bring relief to 
foe citizens, help underprivi- 
leged classes, improve the 
living conditions of all citi- 
zens, improve general health 
conditions, and formulate a 
comprehensive medical 
insurance plan ” 


Ah Abul Ragheb 
(Amman 3rd) 

“We look forward to a con- 
sistent official policy that 
minors directives and obliga- 
tions relevant to foe unity of 
the nation, in particular, foe 
issue of public office appoint- 
ments, in which the right per- 
son would be put in The right 
position. 

“The public is watching 
eagerly for an elections law 
foal is civilised, modem, and 
developed in a way that 
achieves justice and equality 
between citizens and takes 
into consideration adequate 
representation, abolishment 
of unnecessary routine, the 
simplification of voter and 


candidacy registration, and 
voting. 

“[Concerning! professional 
association’s law, we are 
wailing for a law or a pack- 
age of legislation that would 
strengthen associations, raise 
professional standards and 
reform associations so as to 
allow them to become a pil- 
lar of a modem 
state...(mstead of] empty 

associations, content and 

marginalising their role 

through ‘membership oblig- 
ation’. 

“The Press and Publica- 
tions Law, which was 

referred to the [House's] 
national guidance commit- 
tee, is an insufficient law that 
confines press freedom and 
newspaper publications and 
sets unjustified restrictions. 
Its provisions should be 
reconsidered to enable a new 
law to be enacted that guar- 
antees press freedoms, on a 
condition foal journalists do 
not intrude on people’s pri- 
vate lives. 

“Is foe government’s dear 
regression concerning demo- 
cratic gains and legislation 
intended? Does this govern- 
ment believe democracy has 
become a threat to this 
nation?" 

“We emphasise the impor- 
tance of the judiciary’s inde- 
pendence and its fortification 
against interference from foe 
government or any other 
party. 

"We. in Jordan, need our 
commitment to foe economic 
reform programme, as 
agreed upon with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), to be closer to foe 
national Jordanian vision. 
We must also consider foe 
dimensions and effects of 
adopted social and economic 
policies on the current reali- 
ties and foe future.” 

Mijheni Sqour 
(Koura District) 

"We have foe right to ask 
our refined government to 
respond to the demands of its 
people. 

“In the political arena, [we 
call for] the embodiment of 
national unity, foe enhance- 
ment of confidence through 
foe cohesion of our internal 
fronts, working towards 
Arab and Islamic unity, [and] 
the preservation of the 
unique relationship between 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples. 

"Priority should be given 
to the foundation of an ‘agri- 
cultural insurance' fond to 
aid fanners in cases of natur- 
al disasters." 

Khalil Adah 

(Amman 1st) 

“As we meet to discuss 
granting foe government a 
vote of confidence. .J won- 
der, is it really worthy of our 
confidence? 

“Has foe government 
approached Parliament in a 
manner suggesting that all 
has been said and done, and 
that foe vote of confidence is 


something to be taken for 
granted? 

"Has the government 
combared corruption with- 
out mercy, and in a serious 
and successful fashion? 

"Has [the government] 
undertaken economic poli- 
cies to overcome foe esca- 
lating economic crisis? 

"Has [the government] 
achieved social equity and 
equality between foe sons 
and daughters of this 
nation? 

“With all due respect to 
foe prime minister and 
some of his ministers, l 
believe that foe remaining 
members of the Cabinet are 
unable to proceed with foe 
programmes and policies 
that will lead to foe 
advancement of this nation. 

“Granting the government 
my vote of confidence is 
tied to a satisfactory reply 
to what []) have men- 
tioned." 

Mohammad Bani Hani 
(Irbid) 

“Did foe government put 
forward in a detailed state- 
ment how it intends to lead 
this country', according to 
what was asked for in the 
Quran? 

“We are an Arab and Islam- 
ic nation — this is our identi- 
ty, which should be made 
clear. So our institutions, 
rules, laws, curricula, and 
media should be directed 
towards feeding and 
strengthening such. an identi- 
ty. 

“Citizens complain of 
poverty, unemployment, and 
the continuous increase of 
prices. 

“Does the government 
have solutions for the unem- 
ployed? Are there investment 
projects distributed in all 
constituencies and on an 
equal basis? 

“We believe in expanding 
foe foundation of democracy, 
but total freedom does not 
exist anywhere in foe world. 
It should be guarded in a way 
to prevent it from trespassing 
on foe freedom of others, or 
overriding foe limits of foe 
Arab. Islamic nation. 

“Therefore, we should not 
fear guaranteeing press free- 
doms. Rather, we should 


(Continued from page 1) 

Parliament’s inaugural ses- 
sion on Nov. 29, in line with 
the Constitution. 

Many deputies, however, 
expressed concern that foe 
Speech did not detail clear 
policies on how the govern- 
ment planned to cope with 
day-to-day life of foe 4.5 
million Jordanians and as 
such indirectly prevented 
them from constructively 
criticising the policies. 

Dr. Majali is expected to 
reshuffle foe Cabinet any 
time soon, now that he has 
won the vote of confidence. 


reconsider the Press and Pub- 
lications Law in a way that 
guarantees sufficient free- 
dom of press, opinion, and 
dialogue in a frank, safe envi- 
ronment. 

“Finally, I thank all my col- 
leagues for their efforts and 
particularly 1 want to thank 
foe prime minister, who 
secured fair and free parlia- 
mentary elections." 

Sami Khasawneh 
(Irbid) 

“The most chronic issue 
facing us is unemployment, 
which has been aggravated 
over foe past decade. Its rea- 
son. as 1 see it, lies in the 
absence of a balance between 
educational policy on the one 
hand and foe community's 
needs for labour and services 
on tbe other. 

"As foe problem of poverty 
is becoming worse, we have 
to take into consideration the 
negative impacts resulting 
from the application of eco- 
nomic reforms. I call on the 
government to expand health 
insurance to cover all people. 
I also call for promoting the 
work of development funds. 

T urge Parliament to work 
with the government in 
enacting laws and regula- 
tions that safeguard women's 
rights and women’s partici- 
pation in all social and eco- 
nomic activities." 

Ahmad Ajarmeb 
(Amman 5th) 

"I demand that foe prime 
minister explain why all the 
Ajarmeh tribes in foe Naour 
district have been denied 
appointments to the main 
positions of foe state, includ- 
ing such posts as ministers, 
secretaries general, ambas- 
sadors. and governors. 

“The Naour district has 
many people qualified to 
assume high positions and 
the time has come to give 
them a chance to serve their 
nation and King." 

Rida Haddad 
(Ajioun) 

“I demand that foe govern- 
ment build its pan- Arab and 
international relations on foe 
principle of reciprocity and 


No date for foe change has 
been set but many expect it 
to take place after Parlia- 
ment endorses foe 1998 state 
budget later this month. 

Officials have not ruled 
out foe inclusion of several 
deputies and senators in Dr. 
Majaii's new line-up after 
King Hussein said on Satur- 
day foe issue of lawmakers 
serving in government was 
not decisively resolved. 

The following deputies 
voted against the govern- 
ment: 

Abdul Majeed Aqtash 
(Amman's Second Dis- 


deal with other nations on the 
basis of their positions vis-a- 
vis our economic interests. 

”1 also demand that other 
people's views and human 
rights in general be respect- 
ed.” 

Ahmad Abbadi 

(Amman 5th) 

“Government policies, and 
some members of the current 
Cabinet who supervised the 
1993 and 1997 elections, 
have deprived a large sector 
of the Jordanian people of 
their right to vote and even to 
boycott elections. 

“I demand that foe govern- 
ment take into consideration 
our Arab and Islamic identity 
and adopt a strategic policy 
for Jordan to work within 
Arab and Islamic frame- 
works. 

“The Israeli government 
wants to steal everything and 
does not want to return any- 
thing. The Israelis do not 
even want to abide by their 
commitments and accords 
signed with others. They 
have adopted expansionist 
policies to establish whut is 
called 'greater Israel'. 

“As for the Elections Law. 
I ask the government to sub- 
divide each constituency into 
units and allocate one seat 
per unit" 

Amjad Majali 
(Karak) 

“What has foe government 
achieved in its fight against 
bloated administration and 
corruption? The government 
knows that these two stand in 
foe way of productive institu- 
tions. 

'Is the government able to 
convince [members of Par- 
liament] that it has appointed 
the right man in foe right 
position? 

"Can foe government pre- 
sent [Parliament] with its 
plan and a scientific agenda 
for dealing with the dilem- 
mas of poverty, unemploy- 
ment. and the rising cost of 
living?” 

Bassam Haddadin 
(Zarqa) 

“The formation of a new 
government that reflects the 
will of society is a natural 


trict). Mohammad Kouz 
(Amman’s Second), 
Khalil Haddadin 

(Amman's Third). 

Mohammad Bani Hani 
(Irbid). Mohammad 
Bataineh (Irbid), Saleh 
Sha'wat (Irbid). Moham- 
mad Ra’fat (Balqa), Ayed 
Adaileh (Karak), Nazih 
Ammaren (Karak). Bas- 
sam Haddadin (Zarqa), 
Mohammad Oran 

(Tafileh). Mohammad 
Azaydeh (Madaba), 
Nasha'at Hamarneh 
(Madaba). Saleh Jbour 
(Central Badia) and Ghazi 
Fayez (Central Badia). 


outcome of [the Nov. 4] elec- 
tions. 

“In reality, we find our- 
selves faced with the same 
government that was formed 
for supervising elections, and 
as such came to be known as 
foe ‘one purpose govern- 
ment/ The government now 
takes foe responsibility of 
redrafting foe laws of democ- 
racy upon itself. 

“Above all else, the gov- 
ernment requests a vote of 
confidence from Parliament 
on the basis of the Speech 
from foe Throne, which 
talked briefly and generally 
about directives foal are not 
under dispute. However, dis- 
putes and differences in opin- 
ion occur when foe details, 
mechanisms, and principles 
behind the execution of these 
‘directives is debated. 

“The government drafted a 
temporary Press and Publica- 
tions Law in haste, without 
considering the objections of 
members of Parliament or 
foe presscorp. 

"Does the government 
want to enhance civil soci- 
ety's institutions or does it 
want to destroy them? Pro- 
fessional associations are 
civil society’s most important 
institutions. Drafting a mod- 
em law to regulate foe affairs 
of these associations 
demands their participation. 

“As for the Press and Pub- 
lications Law, we voiced our 
objection upon its issue...The 
government wants a solution 
to its own problems regard- 
ing the presscorps. Instead of 
thinking of imposing limita- 
tions on foe press, foe gov- 
ernment should consider a 
modem press law to face the 
information revolution and 
[Jordan's] entrance into the 
21st century’, as well as ways 
of forming mechanisms to 
enhance foe profession of 
journalism and its ethics. 

“The middle and lower 
class, representing foe major- 
ity of our society, are the ones 
who have paid the price of 
economic readjustment. 

" I propose the formation of 
a coalition government.” 


See Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majaii's reply to the 
deputies on page 3. 


The following 

abstained: Ali Abul 

Ragheb (Amman's Third 
District). Lutfi Barghouti 
(Amman's Third). Ahmad 
Ajarmeh (Amman's 
Fifth), Asaf Asaf 
(Amman's Fifth). Abdel 
Razzaq Tbaishat (Irbid). 
Yousef Shreideh (Kora), 
Samir Kawar « Balqa), 
Khaled Tarawneh 

(Karak), Hmoud Kha- 
layleh ( Zarqa j, Abdel 
Karim Dughmi (Mufraq), 
azem Mommani (Ajioun) 
and Ahmad Annab 
(Ajioun). 


Majaii’s government wins House vote of confidence 
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Dubai turns into magnet for Iraqi business at expense of Jordan 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
Gulf emirate of Dubai 
has turned into a magnet 
for Iraqi businessmen at 
the expense of Jordan, the 
traditional route for 
Baghdad's imports. 

A total of 102 compa- 
nies with Iraqi capital 
have registered this year 
with the Dubai Chamber 
Of Commerce and Indus- 
trv. 

The Iraqi businessmen, 
most of whom have 
moved to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) from 
Jordan, are trading in 
food, car spare parts, 
tyres, and electrical or 
electronic goods. 

Jordan has since the 
1980s been the main tran- 
sit route for Iraq’s exports 
and imports. During the 
Iran-Iraq war. the Red 
Sea was safer because of 


attacks on shipping in the 
Gulf. 

Since the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Baghdad 
because of its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, Jordan 
has been Iraq’s only link 
with the outside world. 

But relations between 
Baghad and Amman have 
soured recently and Jor- 
dan expelled seven Iraqi 
diplomats last week to 
protest the execution of 
four Jordanian in the 
Iraqi capital. 

The start of U.N.-autho- 
rised imports of humani- 
tarian goods under the 
“oil-for-food" accord 
launched in December 
1996 has triggered a 
sharp increase in mar- 
itime links between Iraqi 
and other Gulf ports. 

Dubai, whose ports are 
the busiest in the Gulf. 


has gained the most. 

“Our trade with the 
UAE has been on the rise 
for the past three years. It 
is now at an unprecedent- 
ed level, even including 
before the embargo.” 
Commerce Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
said during a visit to the 
Emirates last week. 

He said President Sad- 
dam Hussein wanted the 
UAE tcv be Iraq's main 
transit point for imports 
after the U.N. sanctions 
are lifted, in recognition 
of Abu Dhabi’s support 
for ending the embargo. 

Trade between the two 
countries was running at 
an estimated S400 mil- 
lion this year, close to last 
year's level, he said. 

But Wadih Hanzal, an 
Iraqi trader who settled in 
Dubai in 1995, said the 


figure was too conserva- 
tive. 

“From what l know of 
the activities of Iraqi 
businessmen in Dubai. 1 
can say that the figure is 
much higher than $400 
million he said. 

An Arab banker based 
in Dubai, asking not to be 
named, said Iraqi traders 
had been involved in 
“several hundred million 
dollars" worth of busi- 
ness in the last few 
months alone. 

According to the cham- 
ber of commerce, Iraq 
has climbed to 19th posi- 
tion for Dubai’s vital 
reexport trade this year, 
from 80th position in 
1995. 

The number of compa- 
nies with Iraqi capital 
registered at the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce 


reached 185 in Decem- 
ber. compared to 83 in 
1996. 

Most of the Iraqi com- 
panies were previously 
based in Jordan, said Mr. 
Hanzal. adding that 
Dubai was his” choice 
because of its financial 
and transport facilities. 

He added that the Iraqi 
government was allowing 
importers based abroad to 
be paid in dollars, 
through the central bank. 

Most of the trade from 
Dubai to Iraq is carried 
on wooden boats called 
dhows, from one of the 
emirate's four ports. 

Bakhil Mohammad, an 
Emirati trader, said he 
has been sending seven to 
eight dhows a month to 
Iraq, each loaded with 
500-600 tonnes of food. 

He has suspended the 


operations for the past 
two months before the 
low purchasing power in 
Iraq, but Mr. Mohammad 
expects high returns in 
the long run. after sanc- 
tions. 

Iraq has asked to open a 
trade office in Dubai, 
although tics between 
Abu Dhabi and Baghdad 
have been frozen since 
the 1991 Guir War. 
according to another trad- 
er. 

In 1990. Iraq issued 
threats against both 
Kuwait and the UAE for 
busting their OPEC out- 
put quotas and depressing 
oil prices at a time when 
Baghdad badly needed 
the funds for reconstruc- 
tion after its 1980-1988 
war usainsi Iran. 
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PAST 12 
high 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

OIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 



CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 

n 

2.340 

1.680 

•TOR. NATIONAL BX. 

E 

0.00 

18 

102350 

1B6345 

1.85 

1.B4 

.01- 


3.600 

1.800 

BANK OP JORDAN 

5.7 

0.00 

2 

1000 

1850 

1.81 

1.80 

.01- 


1.200 

.890 

MID. EAST INV.BX. 

74.9 

0.00 

1 

250 

285 

1.20 

1.14 

.06- 

s 

2.600 

1.730 

3RDOSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.7 

5.87 

27 

16725 

30054 

1.77 

1.78 

.01* 


5.300 

4.600 

THE BOOSINQ UK. 

15.3 

3.79 

3 

5340 

29901 

5.12 

5.12 


s 

4.180 

1.850 

JOR. KUWAIT SANK 

10.6 

0.00 

3 

108 

213 

2.00 

1.99 

.01- 


.990 

.710 

JOR.COLF BANK 

4.2 

9.B6 

5 

3520 

2498 

.71 

.71 


s 

4.050 

2.380 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

12.2 ' 

4.00 

10 

1651 

3962 

2.40 

2.40 


s 

3.900 

2.360 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

15.7 

0.00 

1 

150 

368 

2.36 

2.45 

.09* 

N 

2.350 

2.350 

JOR . INV - FI N . BASK/ NEW 

E 

a. oo 

2 

400 

940 

2.35 

2.35 



1.840 

.870 

BEJT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

.5 

17.24 

1 

350 

305 

.87 

.87 

- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX] 236.60 *CBG» 

-0.01 

73 

132344 

256719 





2.OS0 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INS UR. 

5.7 

7.46 

5 

3300 

6742 

2.03 

2.01 

.02- 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.31 *CSGx 

-0.11 

5 

3300 

6742 





2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

9.4 

5.15 

3 

125 

242 

1.94 

1.94 



6.100 

3.550 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

11.2 

5.48 

2 

5046 

18409 

3.60 

3-65 

.05* 


1.550 

.930 

NATL- PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

4 

900 

942 

1.04 

1.05 

.01* 


.810 

.470 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

26.2 

0.00 

5 

3*750 

1913 

.49 

.51 

.02* 


1.680 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

17.8 

0.00 

1 

200 

234 

1.23 

1.17 

.06- 


3.900 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. INV. ED DC. 

10.1 

0.00 

6 

1150 

4447 

3.81 

3.BB 

.07* 


1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 


0.00 

2 

2500 

2250 

.90 

.90 

- 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.9 

6.59 

1 

500 

835 

2.67 

1.67 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 108.13 *CHC : 

■*0.55 

24 

14171 

29270 





1.150 

.930 

ATTANQEBB 

9 

0.00 

2 

4000 

4600 

1.15 

1.15 

_ 


4.450 

3.000 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.3 

3.64 

12 

422812 

1276837 

3.00 

3.02 

.02* 


7.050 

S.S70 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.2 

3.06 

2 

100 

625 

6.30 

6.25 

.05- 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

10.0 

8-59 

15 

1457 

15071 

10.38 

10.35 

.03- 


1.410 

1.050 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

9-0 

9.62 

3 

500 

520 

1.07 

1.04 

.03- 


3.260 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL COHM-AGR- 

9 

0.00 

3 

1500 

2100 

1.45 

1.40 

.05- 


4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MAHF. 

11.3 

4.87 

6 

2554 

10473 

4.12 

4.11 

.01- 


1.670 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT- 

16.9 

5-83 

1 

250 

340 

1.36 

1.36 

— 

+ 

2.800 

1.990 

GENERAL MINING 

9 

0.00 

* 1 

100 

196 

2.06 

1.96 

.10- 


6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAHA DV. INV. 

13.6 

4.49 

*. 5 

2405 

13315 

5.57 

5.57 

— 


3.B50 

2.220 

ARAB ALBK.IWD. 

5.7 

10.33 

B 

2214 

5326 

2.36 

2.42 

.06* 


.670 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

9.5 

0.00 

3 

4900 

2205 

.45 

.45 

- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

450 

243 

.54 

.54 

— 


1.190 

.410 

INTEHMED - PETRO- tSEM- 

9 

0-00 

11 

3550 

1456 

.41 

.41 

— 


1.610 

1.160 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

15.3 

5.83 

1 

20a 

240 

1.22 

1.20 

.02- 

s 

1.840 

.820 

UNTV. HOOK. INDS. 

V 

.26 

U 

4500 

3 7 BO 

.64 

.84 

— 


1.410 

-690 

JOR . XNDS . RESOURCES 

9.4 

14.39 

8 

2650 

1855 

.70 

70 

— 


1.040 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

20 

15250 

13725 

.89 

.90 

.01+ 


1.980 

1.340 

EL -ZAT READY HEAR 

47.5 

0.00 

9 

2700 

3645 

1.37 

1.35 

.02- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0.00 

3 

1650 

2013 

1.22 

1.22 

— 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.5 

6.76 

1 

250 

185 

.74 

.74 

— 


.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.4 

16.67 

12 

71100 

42654 

.60 

.60 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX? 114.64 *CRGs 

-a. 29 

140 

S4S092 

1401403 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX i 169.89 *CHG« 

-0.08 

A42 

694907 

1694135 
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.570 

.300 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

85 

.33 

.34 

.01+ 


.610 

.340 

JOR. TRADE fhC. 

9.3 

0.00 

5 

5950 

2083 

.34 

.35 

.01+ 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

42 

177341 

37240 

.71 

.71 

- 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN-INVEST. 

9 

o.ao 

23 

S3B50 

23151 

.42 

.43 

.01+ 

N 

1.000 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

2 

2000 

1880 

.95 

.94 

.01- 


.730 

.610 

AL-DANLITAH 75* 

66.2 

0.00 

1 

1250 

550 

.69 

.69 

- 


.380 

.140 

JOR . INDS - MATCH -JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

1 

150 

24 

.15 

.16 

.01* 


.530 

.230 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

33.4 

0.00 

4 

2500 

725 

.29 

.29 

- 


.750 

-330 

NATL . MULT - ENG - KAMI CO 


0.00 

39 

71950 

32232 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 

N 

1.200 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

12.1 

0.00 

3 

21750 

21713 

1.00 

1.00 

- 


.520 

-400 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 


0.00 

S 

49750 

19900 

.42 

.40 

.02- 


.660 

.530 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

10 

18244 

7114 

.64 

.64 

— 


1.400 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

a. oo 

1 

150 

168 

1.37 

1.37 

- 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

2 

2500 

1650 

.66 

.66 

— 


.470 

.280 

INDS. ENG. 


0.00 

1 

750 

21B 

.28 

.29 

.01+ 


.820 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

25 

17000 

9233 

.55 

.54 

.01- 

N 

1.000 

.670 

MODERN FOOD IND. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

12S 

.73 

.75 

.02+ 

N 

.720 

.710 

MOO. FOOD 75* AUCTION 

P 

0.00 

1 

5000 

2350 

.72 

.72 

“ 

GRAND TOTAL 



_ 

_ 

172 

430635 

150438 

1 

! 

- 


The * 

gi 
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.J-C of Christmas at DA [AM 

J cu oilers 

The possibilities are endless. 


Amra Forum Hotel Shops.Amman. 


! Hotel InterContinental Jordan proudly 
1 introduces a new General Manager 


AMMAN. THE city to the 
Citadels welcomes a new Gen- 
eral Manager at the Jordan 
InterContinental Hotel. 
Jonathan Soper. □ veteran in the 
profession, brings with him 
twenty seven years of experi- 
ence in hotel business, of which 
twenty four years in a manage- 
ment position. Mr. Soper joined 
the InterContinental family in 
1980. His experience is rein- 
forced by his strung educational 
background in Hotel Manage- 
ment. He is a graduate of 1972 
from the Ecnle Hutclicrc dc 
Lausanne. Switzerland. 

Mr Soper will succeed Chawqi 
Ayoub us General Manager lor 
Hotel InterContinental Amman 
and in addition he also holds the 
position of Regional Director of 



Operations Jordan for 
InterContinental Hotels & 
Resorts. He arrives fawn the 
United Arab Emirates where he 
held the position of General 
Manager for the Abu-Dhubi 
InterContinental Hotel which 
was voted in 19% as Best 
Hotel. Middle East/Africa and 
in the same year received the 
Best Revenue Generation 
Award. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Meth. 

5 Apparel 

TO Edgeless sword 

14 Cambodia's 
neighbor 

75 Chilling 

16 Money factory 

17 Beige shade 

18 Funt's request 

19 Andes autocrat 

20 Start of a quote 
by 28 Down 

23 Water passage 

24 Tin Pan Alley 
letters 

27 6 on the phone 

23 Creator of Oz 

31 Tax pers. 

32 28 Down's 
number, once? 

35 Toxin or surgeon 
starter 

36 Broadway 
success 

37 European eagle 

38 More of the 
quote 

•10 Bank pyrm. 

41 Pluto, to Romans 

42 Unmannerly folk 

43 First name of 28 
Down 

44 Shakespearean 
contraction 

45 Chaplain's 
daughter 

46 Twosome 

•18 Julia, the chef 

50 Porch pillars 

54 End of the quote 

58 Predatory bird 

60 Task 

61 Renoir film 

62 DIY buys 

63 Word after A or 
Asia 

64 Poksh-German 
border river 

65 Significance 

66 "Trees* and 
-Birches' 

67 As you 

DOWN 

1 Oodles 

2 Pleasure cruiser 

3 More tender 

4 Tidal wave 

5 Hernando, the 
explorer 


TMSPuatKCaoLcom 



Peanuts 



Andy Capp 


I LOOSENED AT 


By Edgar R. Fontaine 
Dighton, 8AA 

6 Twin of Romulus 

7 Ambler or idle 

8 Grain depository 

9 Be likely tree 

10 Gives off 

11 Disney-animaied 
ter 

12 Bus. letter abbr. 

13 Sked letters 

21 Yang's partner 

22 __ Da Valera 

25 Mimicry 

26 Singer La Be He 
26 Speaker of the 

quote 

29 Diving birds of 
northern seas 

30 Meniafist Geller 

32 Of Hindu 
scripture 

33 Eree relative 

34 Part of MIT 

35 High time? 

38 Residence 

39 Rock group. 

Fighters 

43 Poor-speaker's 
pause-fffler 
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46 Ovemwthering 
mothers ' 

47 End of a spat? 

49 Drepung 
monastery's she 

50 Type of portable 
memory 

51 Gettysburg victor 


52 San Fran gridder 

53 Look long 

55 Dudley DorighTs 
grp. 

56 Neil Young song 

57 Top-natch 

58 Schuss 

59 Littfe nipper 
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TELLY 
WENT ON THE 
BLINK, BUT 
ERIC FIXED 
IT FORA 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1997 


Bv Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. IncTj 


ARIES: ( March 2 1 to April 1 9) If you're going to trav- 
el be prepared for a lot of congestion out there. You 
m’iahi want to so by ihe route you used to cake yean 
a"o Ii could turn out to be a faster route to wherever 
you’re going. And the time you save will make the trou- 
ble well worth it. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) iou don t like changes 
much. You like things to stay as they are. That will be a 
challenge today. A woman will be an unexpected ally. 
You two don’t agree on much, but today you’ll have a 
lot in common. If you ask for money to bring more cer- 
tainty into vour life, you just might get it. Protect what 
you’ve got' in savings. That’s a rare commodity this 

time of year. . . 

GEMINI: iMay 21 to June 21 ) Travel should go very 
well today. It’ll be even better if you’re with your mate 
and you're going to visit somebody you love. A friend 
could drop over unexpectedly, however. If you know 
someone who’s liable to do that, let him or her know 
you won’t be around. Either that or get home early. 
CANCER: (June 22 ro July 2 1 ) There might be con- 
troversy at work. You're expecting things to go one way 
and thev could turn out the opposite. Keep that in mind, 
but don’t set distracted. There’s something on your 
desk that needs to be handled. If you put it off much 
longer, you could incur a late fee. and you hate rhaL 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) A plethora of old jokes 
will show up today, some of them older than the hills. 
Milton Berle thought these jokes were stale. But the 
people at the party you're going to -will be full of them. 
Maybe you could take a few seltzer bottles and some 
cream pies with you. Just kidding! 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a mar- 
vellous time for cleaning up old messes and re-esiab- 
lishing old values. So dig out all your favourite memo- 
rabilia and decorate the house with it. You'll be using 
the Mercury retrograde condition to its utmost poten- 
tial. And have a great time while you're at it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're on a roll 
again. You’re intelligent, charming and good-looking. 
You’re finding it easier to learn new information, and 
you’re also picking up old ideas you missed the first 
time around. The more you know about your past, the 
better you’re able to chart your future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Would it 
benefit the family to have a computer in the home? Or 
a cellular phone? You don’t usually go in for that sort of 
thing. In this case, however, the price will be so good 
you’ll be tempted to give it a try. Go ahead. Get some- 
thing that will make your life easier. Your attitude will 
improve, too. This will be beneficial in more ways than 
you realise. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) Lis- 
ten to coaching from a parent or someone else of the 
older generation. This person has your best interests at 
heart. There’s also good advice coming from a person 
your own age. You're interested in achieving the same 
goals, so why not work for them together? 
CAPRICORN: ( December 22 to January 20) You hit 
the deck running first thing this morning. There's more 
to do than you could possibly get accomplished in one 
day Actually, you set it up this way. You've been 
putting off lots of things all week. You've been saying 
you could handle them on Saturday. Well, here is Sat- 
urday! Don’t you just hate it? 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're so 
popular, you might have trouble fitting all the invita- 
tions into your schedule. You may have to figure out 
ways to double these things up. Get people together at 
one place so you don’t have to drive all over town. You 
could meet at a favourite restauranL That's a nice way 
to have a party. Nobody has to clean up afterwards. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The house is full 
of people, presents and wrapping paper. The old folks 
and the young ones are having all sorts of arguments, 
but everybody seems to be smiling. It's a marvellous 
time for working out old misunderstandings. None of 
them seem very' important anymore. 




Birthstone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



f d like prime rib with parsley potatoes ! 
My husband would like a bottle of beer j 
_abaq of chips and a television." j 


Unscramble mesa four Jumbisn 
on® letter to eech square, to <orm 
four ordinary worts. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hwirf Arnold and Mft* Ar^o" 
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IJIUUI UlMafln 


Where 
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THE ASSENT- 
MINPEP PPO- 
FE550P HAP 
PLENTY OF THIS. 


w 

form the surprise answer. w ^ 
gested by the above cartoon- 




Yesterday's 


(Answers fcxnan**! 
OUTING FTTFUL 


Jumbles: PYLON AUDIT OUTING FTTi 
AnWrfln muade man considered tils 

Victory- UPLIFTING 
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Beat 


4 review of news from the Arabic Press 


AMO to implement stricter export 
standards from beginning of next year 


** THE AGRICULTURAL Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) will start imple- 
menting the regulations concerning the 
terras for exporting fresh Jordanian fruits 
aod vegetables to Arab and European 
markets from the. beginning of next year, 
AMO Director General Salem Lawzi has 

emphasised 

■The organisation will stop any export 
shipment of produce if it was in violation 
of the regulations and export terms issued 
by the AMO,” he said, adding: "We will 
not permit any producer to export agricul- 
tural products in a way that does not con- 
form to the terms and regulations put by 
AMO for exports.'" Dr. Lawzi explained 
that the aim is to protect the good reputa- 
tion of the Jordanian products in Arab and 
European markets and to maintain these 
markets in addition to benefit from any 
opportunity to export our farm products to 
new markets. . - 

Dr. Lawzi indicated that there have been 
many developments and changes on the 
regional and international levels such as 
the signing of the partnership agreement 
with the European Union and the Jordan- 
ian entry in free trade zone between the 
Arab countries. Noting that such a zone is 
expected to start from the beginning of 
next year. Dr. Lawzi pointed out that cus- 
toms tariffs will be reduced by 10 per cent 


on the products entering the Jordanian 
market from countries participating in the 
Free zone project 

The AMO chief urged producers, 
exporters and food processing industries 
to live up to these challenges and to deal 
with them with full awareness and 
responsibility to maintain the good repu- 
tation of Jordanian farm products. He also 
urged exporters 10 maintain contact with 
the AMO to be aware of developments 
and needs in order to meet the terms 
required for production and export to var- 
ious markets. 

Dr. Lawzi said that Arab markets have 
become increasingly tough with regard to 
packing and packaging as well as using 
suitable canons due to competition from 
other countries in the region. The com- 
petitors. he added, are putting products 
similar to Jordanian produce on the mar- 
kets and as such, *it is necessary to be 
watchful on this issue and to respond 
carefully for any developments in order to 
safeguard these markets.” 

The AMO chief concluded by describ- 
ing the experimental shipment to Roma- 
nia as a success despite the large losses to 
some exporters who used unsatisfactory 
export methods and polystyrene canons 
which are not favoured in European coun- 
tries (A1 Ra’i). 



The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at.. 


15H2JS7 1822 


US Dollar 

- 

1.7710 

DE Mark 

0.5647 

- 

GB Sterling 

1.6334 

2.8963 

CH Franc 

0.6930 

123.76 

JP Yen 

0.0076 

1.3533 

CAOoflar 

0.7046 

1.2511 

IT Lira 


1.0196 

HLGuBder 
FR Franc 

0.6003 

0.1683 

88.71 

0.2985 



1.4307 

130.78 

1.4193 

1738.10 

1.9990 

5.9428 

0.8079 

73.71 

0.8007 

rum 

1.1269 

3-3493 

2-3370 

213.89 

2.3183 

2837.23 

3.2630 

9.6986 

- 

91.39 

0.9918 

1212.17 

139.61 

4.1466 

1.0924 

■ 

1.0843 

13.26 

152-48 

4.5344 

1.0118 

1.08 

- 

1226.85 

1.4092 

4.1887 

0.0823 

1328.90 

0.8167 

• 

11.49 

3.4169 

71.62 

66.49 

0.7105 

869.64 

- 

2.9716 

24.0866 

22.02 

0.2391 

33.64 

33.6400 



Middle Eastern Currencies 



US Dollar 

- 

0.7085 

3.7605 

0.3770 

3.8410 

0.3049 

3.6729 

1623.00 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4114 


6.2936 

0.5321 

6.1390 

0.4303 

6.1841 

2149.61 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.2666 

0.1889 


0.1005 

0.97 

0.0513 

0.98 

406.08 

Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 

0.2746 

0.1946 

1.0301 

1.0301 


0.0837 

1.01 

418.29 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2803 

2-3241 

12.3028 

1.2387 i 

11.94 

- 

12.06 

4996.90 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1929 

1.0211 

0.1026 

05913 

0.0830 


414.66 

Lebanese/1000 

0.66 

0.4652 

2.4626 

0.2476 

2.3907 

0.2002 

2*116 

- 

Egyptian 

0.2944 

0.2086 

1.1041 

0.1110 

1.0718 

0.0897 

1.0812 

448.34 




Bonny 17.09 17.30 

Dubai 16.40 16.40 

ULGas 176.00 175.00 


Metal Prices 


SARiyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


0*725 

0.16318 

0.38188 

0*8246 i 

0.16863 

0.38974 

6.81395 

2.00763 

4.69484 

4.69925 1 

1.62338 

3.79651 

3-3929 

1.1715 

2.7379 


Gold (Ort) 283.4 

Silver (oz-s) s.88 5.9 

Platinum (oz’s) 3S2 364 

AL (3 Months) 1537 1542 

CU (3 Months) 1775 1780 

Zinc (3 Monttis) 1127 1130 

Lead (3 Months) 527 

Mg Months) 



USD 5.91 
GBP 7.25 



1.53 


5.88 

5*4 1 

7.50 

7.50 j 

0.30 

0*8 

, 3.78 

3.81 

l 3.70 

3.80 

1*1 

1.55 1 

, 5.65 

5.36 





Coffee (cAbs) 

183.67 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1784 

Spot 

Sugar ($/too) 

296* 

Spot 

Wheat (5/ton) 

108 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.32 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

158 

Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (Won) 

370 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Sterling 

1.1659 

1.1717 

DEMark 

0.3974 

0*994 

CH Franc 

0*911 

0*83$ 

FR Franc 

0.1187 

0.1183 

JP Yen 

0.6381 

0.5408 

NL Guilder 

0.3527 

0*546 

IT Lira 

0.4053 

0*073 


Government 

urged to 

intervene 

to help 

stranded 

Jordanian 

drivers 

By Ahmad A1 Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
Truck Owners Association 
urged the government 
Monday to intervene with 
Ankara to allow the entry 
of 70 Jordanian fuel 
tankers stranded on the 
Syrian-Turkish border for 
nearly three weeks. 

They are among a convoy 
of 167 Jordanian tankers 
that were ferrying diesel 
imported from Russia via 
the Syrian port of Tartous 
to Turkish border areas 
under a contract that ran 
into trouble after it was 
approved by Ankara and 
Damascus, private and 
public sector transport offi- 
cials told the Jordan Times. 

Ankara banned them 
from entering 2 1 days ago, 
apparently because of a 
problem with Damascus 
“caused by oversupply of 
cheap Russian diesel that 
made its way into other 
areas of Turkey instead of 
remaining Limited to border 
areas with Syria,” one said. 

“Syrian and Turkish 
sharks were stocking prof- 
its from the difference in 
price between the Russian- 
imported diesel and diesel 
available in the Turkish 
market from other 
sources," he added. 

“So Turkey issued a mili- 
tary ruling banning the Jor- 
danian trucks stranded on 
the joint border from enter- 
ing to protect its national 
interests and our trucks 
were the victims." they 
added. 

Several days ago and 
after mediation by The Jor- 
danian embassy in Ankara. 
Jordanian tankers began 
trickling into Turkish bor- 
der areas to empty diesel 
supplies, the private and 
public sector officials said. 

“We were informed by 
the Jordanian embassy in 
Ankara that Turkish 
authorities allowed 44 
trucks io enter Turkey and 
empty the dieseL" a Trans- 
port Ministry spokesman 
said. 

“But we have no other 
information on the remain- 
ing trucks and we do not 
know when Turkey will 
allow them to leave its ter- 
ritory and return home.” he 
added. 

The trucks are operating 
under a contract awarded 
by the Syrian Ministry of 
Transport through the joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Transport 
Company to Jordan's Odeh 
Naber and Sons Transport 
Company and individual 
tanker owners. 

Turkish diplomats in Jor- 
dan were not available for 
comment. But initially they 
said they believed the 
trucks were banned from 
entering on suspicion they 
were carrying illegal sup- 
plies of fuel oil from Iraq. 

U.N. economic sanctions 
imposed on Iraq seven 
years ago have banned 
Baghdad from exporting 
oil and other goods and has 
restricted its imports to a 
squeezed list of medical 
supplies and ocher humani- 
tarian commodities. 


Findings of local study spur idea of forming 
association for junior Jordanian businessmen 


By Ghalia AIul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Seventy of 
Jordan ’-s younger genera- 
tion of businessmen hope 
to set up an association 
during a meeting on 
Wednesday to enable 
them perform better in a 
global market. 

The meeting, organised 
by Germany’s Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation 
I FNF), comes after a 

local study found that 
most private-sector busi- 
nesses in Jordan are fam- 
ily owned non-risk takers 
— a move that could 
hamper their expansion. 

“The meeting hopes to 
create an appropriate 
space for young entrepre- 
neurs to express them- 
selves and their needs 
especially at a time when 
Jordan is' integrating into 
the world economy 
through its recent associ- 
ation agreement wiih the 
European Union (EU> 
and its upcoming acces- 
sion to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO;" 
said Ulrich Vogt, FNF 
representative in Jordan 


and Lebanon. 

He told the Jordan 
Times the parley was 
expected to lay the foun- 
dations for a junior busi- 
nessmen association. 

The meeting will dis- 
cuss the findings of a 
study by Jordan Universi- 
ty " Professor Nassim 
Barham of 131 Jordanian 
private sector enterprises. 

The study found that 
most of the businesses are 
family-owned, “which 
means safe investments 
because care of the fami- 
ly is the most important 
incentive,” according to 
an FNF statement. 

This may hinder their 
expansion through 

increasing equity by 
forming shareholding 
companies that could be 
listed on the stock market 
with improved account- 
ing transparency and 
clearer decision-making 
structures. 

Dr. Barham’s study 
found out that 53.5 per 
cent of these firms were 
small-scale enterprises 
employing less than ren 
staffers and that 43.8 per 
cent of the Jordanian 


entrepreneurs began 
doing business after the 
age of 30. 

It also revealed that the 
Jordanian entrepreneur is 
not a risk taker as he/she 
“invests in times of eco- 
nomic growth, and does 
not act in periods of 
recession, in spite of gov- 
ernment incentives,” the 
FNF statement explained. 

Officials say a new 
business mentality was 
required after Jordan and 
the EU signed an associa- 
tion agreement on Nov. 
24 gradually establishing 
a free trade area by the 
year 2010 — a key incen- 
tive for Jordan to upgrade 
the standards of its infant 
and mostly subsidised 
industries. 

Amman also hopes to 
join the Geneva-based 
WTO next year. 

“A new generation of 
entrepreneurs beyond the 
traditional inherited busi- 
ness philosophy has to 
play a role in the world 
economic reality,” added 
the statement. 

Seminar Chairman 
Yusuf Mansur, head of 
the technical department 


at the planning ministry, 
said the meeting is aimed 
at creating a parley "for 
business people to share 
information, views and 
experiences and to create 
shared visions for the 
future of Jordan’s econo- 
my." 

“We will guarantee that 
the successes of today are 
sustained and the failures 
are put back by shaping 
the future for these young 
businessmen.” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

He described the entre- 
preneurs who will attend 
the forum as “a product 
of the same school, well- 
versed in the use of mod- 
em technology and 
international financial 
tools used in investment 
who can unleash their 
ereariviry in a society 
where they can all under- 
stand each other." 

‘Typical young entre- 
preneurs are used to tech- 
nology. computers, they 
cannot travel without a 
laptop and they speak two 
or three languages." he 
said. 
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Amman to London 6 times a week. 


British Airways bridges the gap to London six times a week. With our convenient daylight 
timings, you can have the best start to a great festive season. For more information, call 
your local travel agent or British Airways on Amman 828801. 


Operated by the independent earner British Mediterranean Airways Lrd. 
hrtp-V /www.lxiruh-airwayscom 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world"? favourite airline 
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io Sports 


Jaguars pounce at playoff chance 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 16 , 1997 


BUFFALO (AFP) — The 
Jacksonville Jaguars went 
in through the front door 
and Tampa Bay went in 
through the back* but two 
more teams missed then- 
chance to clinch places in 
the National Football 
League playoffs on Sunday. 

Four teams had a chance 
to claim postseason berths 
with victories. 

Only Jacksonville did it. 
with a 20-14 win over the 
Buffalo Bills. Mark Brunell 
threw for 3 1 7 yards and a 
touchdown and ran for a 
score as the Jaguars secured 
at least a wildcard berth in 
the AFC. 

The other three: Tampa 
Bay. Minnesota and Miami 
all went down to defeat, but 
the Bucaneers were assured 
of an NFC wildcard berth 
when Super Bowl champi- 
ons Green Bay defeated the 
Carolina Panthers in a 
rematch of last year’s NFC 
championship game. 

Brett Favre threw for 256 
yards and three touchdowns 
in the 31-10 victory as the 
Packers eliminated the 
Panthers from playoff con- 
tention with one week 
remaining in the regular 
season. 

That was good news for 
the Bucs in the wake of the 
New York Jets’ 31-0 demo- 
lition job, the Jets' first win 
in a December game since 
1993. Oft-maligned corner- 
back Otis Smith returned 
two interceptions for 
touchdowns and New York 
— who finished last season 
1-15 — regained control of 
their playoff destiny joining 
Miami and New England at 
the top of the AFC East 
with 9-6 records. 

Scott Mitchell’s one-yard 
touchdown pass to Herman 
Moore with three seconds 
left gave the Detroit Lions 
hope for a possible playoff 
berth with a 14-13 victory 
over the reeling Vikings, 
who have lost five straight. 
And Jim Harbaugh threw a 
-career-high four touchdown 
passes, including three to' 1 
tight end Ken Dilger.ras the 
Indianapolis Colts prevent- 
ed the Dolphins from 
clinching a playoff berth 
with a 41-0 rout. 

“Some days everything 
just goes wrong and this 
was just one of those days,” 
said Miami coach Jimmy 
Johnson. “This was just an 
awful game.” 

Harbaugh finished 20-of- 
26 for 255 yards and was 
l6-of-20 for 218 yards with 
four scores in the first half 



Whitbread leader 
strikes trouble 

PERTH (AFP) — The Norwegian boat* Innovation 
Kvaemer, overall leader in the Whitbread round-the-world 
classic, has lost ground after hitting trouble on the second 
day of the third leg from Fremantle, Western Australia, to 
Sydney, New South Wales. 

Race organisers said Monday the yacht hod developed a 
rigging prbblem which threatened to bring down her mast 
and had to drop sails temporarily so repair equipment could 
be dropped by helicopter Sunday night. 

“She has lost ground, but perhaps not a great deal.’ said 
David Wise, from the race control office in Southampton. 
England. 

“The boats are now in a fan formation, spread over about 
80 kilometres, as they go round the comer (the south-west- 
ern tip of Western Australia 1 ) before heading into the 
Southern Ocean and on to Sydney. 

“She is very wide and has obviously made a ploy to go 
south.” 

The nine yachts in the event left Fremantle Saturday 
afternoon at the start of the 3.985 kilometre third leg. 

Innovation Kvaemer skipper Knut Frostad told race con- 
trol Sunday his crew had discovered dents and small buck- 
les on the lower part of the mast 

The boat was forced to anchor while repair material was 
dropped, but resumed after a short delay. Repairs were 
being made as the yacht attempted to make up lost ground. 

At last report, Innovaton Kvaemer was seventh. 

The Swedish yacht, EF Language, skippered by Paul 
Cayard, was still leading the fleet. 

Bolton stun Derby 



Seattle 

Atlanta 

Vancouver 

LA Lakers 


PSG 1 

Monaco 1 

Bordeaux 0 

Guingantp F 

Lens 0 

Lyon 0 

Toulouse 1 

Nantes 2 

Chateauroux l 


1 LA Clippers 
Sacramento 
Houston 
Dallas 

French League 

Metz 

Rennes 

Cannes 

Auxerre 

Marseille 

Le Havre 

Montpellier 

Strasbourg 

Bastia 


Spanish First Division 


Tenerife 2 

Real Madrid 1 
Valencia 4 

Dep. La Coruna 1 
Sporting Gijon I 
R. Santander 2 
Valladolid l 
Bet is 2 

Barcelona 3 
Athletic Bilbao 2 


Atletico Madrid 
Merida 

SD Compostela 

Real Sociedad 

Salamanca 

Zaragoza 

Oviedo 

Mallorca 

Espanyol 

Celta 


German First Division 


Kansas City Chiefs receiver Lake Dowson looks at the ball before catching and mak- 
ing a 21 yard touchdown reception off a Rich Gannon pass in the second quarter of 
the game against the San Diego Chargers. Kansas City won 29-7 (Reuters photo) 


alone. Indianapolis built a 
34-0 halftime lead, with 31 
coming in the second period 
as the Colts set a franchise 
record for points in a quar- 
ter. 

The 31 points also were 
the most allowed by the 
Dolphins in a quarter in 
team history. Miami's Dan 
-Marino completed just 7-of- 
15 passes for 71 yards, the 
second-lowest total in his 
career. 

“There is absolutely no 
explanation for what hap- 
pened today out there." a 
stunned Marino said. 

“In the NFL, if you don’t 
line up and play hard every 
Sunday, you are going to 
get your butt kicked. They 
really handed it to us 
today." 

Cincinnati defeated 
Dallas 31-24. eliminating 
the Cowboys from playoff 


contention for the first time 
since 1990. Boomer 
Esiason passed for 242 
yards and two touchdowns 
as the Bengals erupted for 
31 unanswered points and 
Corey Dillon rushed for 
129 yards to become the 
third Cincinnati rookie to 
reach 1.000 yards in a sea- 
son. 

The Cowboys, who had 
won the last five NFC East 
titles, rallied for two touch- 
downs in the fourth quarter 
to make things interesting, 
before dropping their fourth 
game in a row. That’s 
Dallas' longest skid since 
losing the last seven games 
in 1939. 

Morten Andersen kicked 
his 25th career game-win- 
ning field goal, a 33-yarder 
as time expired, to give 
Atlanta their fifth straight 
win. 20-17 over 


Philadelphia. 

The outcome extin- 
guished the Eagles' playoff 
bid. and shortly thereafter 
Atlanta's own flickering 
hopes were snuffed out by 
Detroit’s rally over 
Minnesota. The Kansas 
City Chiefs closed in on 
home field advantage 
throughout the- AFC play- 
offs with- a 29-7 victory 
over San Diego. The 
Baltimore Ravens beat the 
Tennessee Oilers 21-19 in 
the last game to be played at 
43-year-old Memorial 
Stadium. Memorial wus the 
home of Baltimore’s 
beloved Colts from 1 954 to 
1 983. after which they were 
spirited away to 
Indianapolis. The Ravens 
will move into new digs 
next season, near the 
Camden Yards baseball 
park. 


BOLTON (AFP) — Bolton 
Wanderers came back from 
two goals down to grab a 3- 
3 draw against Derby in one 
of the most entertaining 
Premiership encounters of 
the season on Sunday. 

Bolton seemed set to pay 
for wasting a string of gold- 
en opportunities when 
Italians Stefano Eranio and 
Francesco Baiano, who 
scored twice, put the visitors 
into a 3- 1 lead with 20 min- 
utes to go. 

But the home side, who 
had taken the lead with an 
Alan Thompson penalty on 
50 minutes, produced a stir- 
ring comeback and levelled 
the scores with goals from 
Welsh star Nathan Blake and 
midfielder Jamie Pollock. 

Earlier, Bolton's lack of 
fire power, which has held 
them back in the 
Premiership this season, 
threatened to prove costly 
□gain as they squandered a 
glut of first-half chances. 

Bolton had only beaten 
Derby once in their last five 
attempts and wasteful finish- 
ing from Blake, Scott Sellars 
and Andy Todd did little to 
suggest they could improve 
on that record. 

Bolton almost drew first 
blood in the sixth minute 
when Nathan Blake met 
Fairclough’s flicked header 
from Scott Sellars' comer. 
The ball bounced back off 
the bar and into the path of 


Peter Beardsley but the ex- 
Newcastle star's shot spun 
behind off Gary Rowelt. 

Five minutes after the 
interval. Bolton finally made 
the breakthrough that their 
first half superiority 
deserved. 

Frandsen was brought 
down in the area under a 
clumsy challenge by 
Croatian defender Igor sti- 
mac. Thompson converting 
from the spot. 

But Bolton's joy was 
short-lived as the Rams hit 
back with an equaliser five 
minutes later when Eranio 
blastewd into the roof of the 
net after the home side failed 
to clear their lines. 

Ten minutes later, the visi- 
tors took the lead through 
Derby's other Italian. Baiano 
who pounced from close 
range after Bolton ‘keeper 
Gavin Ward who failed to 
hold Dean Sturridge’s cross. 

Baiano grabbed his second 
and Derby’s third in the 69th 
minute when a one-two with 
Sturridge gave him the easi- 
est of chances. 

Blake reduced the deficit 
on 73 minutes with a tower- 
ing header from Thompson's 
pin-point cross from the left- 
wing. 

Roared on by the home 
fans. Bolton equalised min- 
utes later when Thompson 
released Per Frandsen on the 
halfway line. 


VfL Bochum 0 
Hamburg 1 
Cologne 4 

Schalke 1 

Stuttgart 1 

Karlsruhe 0 
Bayern Munich 3 
Hertha Berlin 2 
Rostock 1 


B. Leverkusen 
Wolfsburg 
B. Dortmund 
Duisburg 

A. Bielefeld 
I860 Munich 

B. Moncheng. 
Kaiserslautern 
Bremen 


Greek championship 

Olympiakos 2 Panionios 

Heraklis 0 Panathinaikos 

Panuhaiki 1 PAOK Salonika 

Ethnikos 0 OF! Crete 

Apollon 1 Proodeftiki 

Veria 2 Xanthi 

Kavala 1 Pyrgos 

Ionikos v Kalamata — postponed 


Group A 

Brazil 

Mexico 


C.e Dardanel 

Fenerbahce 

Antalyaspor 

Bursas por 

Vanspor 

Karabukspor 

Koeaelispor 

Istanbulspor 

Ankaragucu 


Bolton 


Confederation Cup 


0 Australia 

5 Saudi Arabia 

1 South .Africa 

ll 

Turkish League 

3 Kayserispor 

7 Sekerspor 

3 Besiktus 

2 Samsunspor 

0 Genclerbirligi 

1 Altay 

1 Gaziantepspor 

2 Galatasaray 

1 Trabzonspor 

English Premiership 
1 Derby 


Austrians appeal 
Maier disqualification 


VIENNA (AFP) — The Austria Ski Federation on Monday 
said it was appealing against Sunday's disqualification of 
Hermann Maier in the World Cup giant slalom at Val 
d’lsere. 

Maier won the event but saw his iriumph annulled less 
than an hour after the race for celebrating by taking off a 
ski before crossing the red line in the finishing area and 
holding it up to show off his sponsor’s name. 

Federation official Hans Pum lodged an official protest 
with the international federation saying that Maier. who 
beat defending world champion Michael Von Gruenigen of 
Switzerland, “did not violate the spirit of the law.” 


Hotel In ter. Continental Jordan visits 
Mar-Mansour Orphanage Home 


Seattle beat Los Angeles Clippers 



MEMBERS OF the management and staff of InterContinental 
Jordan accompanied Father Christmas to visit the Mar-Mansour 
Orphanage Home. 

The children were delighted io see Santa who gave them their 
Xmas presenLs. In appreciation the children performed some beau- 
tiful dances & dabkns. j 


SEATTLE (AP) — Vin 
Baker. Gary Payton and 
Sam Perkins each scored 
21 points and the Seattle 
Supersonics used a 17-0 
run to beat the Los Angeles 
Clippers 107-101 Sunday 
night in Seattle. 

Payton had 14 assists for 
the Sonics. who trailed 86- 
77 in the final minute of the 
third period before their 
defence took over. They 
forced the Clippers into 1 1 
fourth-quarter turnovers 
and held them scoreless for 
the first six minutes of the 
final period. 

Lamond Murray led the 
Clippers with 21 points, 
while Brent Barry and Eric 
Piatkowski had 18 apiece. 

Perkins didn’t miss a shot 
in the game, he was 5-for-5 
from the field, including 4- 
for-4 from 3-point range, 
and 7-for-7 from the foul 
line. 

• Atlanta Hawks 93, 
Sacramento Kings 89: In 
Sacramento. California. 
Mookie Blaylock scored 24 
of his 26 points in the sec- 
ond half and Christian 
Lae liner hit a tie breaking 
jumper with two seconds 


left as Atlanta beat 
Sacramento. 

After Sacramento’s Billy 
Owens hit a jumper with 1 6 
seconds remaining to tie it 
at 89-89. Laettner put the 
hawks ahead by sinking a 
jumper from the comer. 

After using their last 
time-out* the Kings could- 
n't get the ball inbounds so 
they called an illegal time- 
out that resulted in a tech- 
nical free throw by 
Atlanta’s Steve Smith. The 
Kings then fouled 
Blaylock, who made a free 
throw for the final margin. 

Corliss Williamson led 
Sacramento with 20 points. 
• Vancouver Grizzlies 
110. Houston Rockets 
105: In Vancouver. British 
Columbia. Bryant Reeves 
scored a season-high 23 
points and Shoreef Abdul- 
Rahim added a career-high 
13 assists as Vancouver 
defeated Houston. 

The Grizzlies have won 
two straight home games 
and seven this season, one 
short of their total at home 
for all of last season. 

Kevin Willis led the 
Rockets with 28 points. 


and Charles Barkley had 22 
points and 21 rebounds. 
Houston has lost two in a 
row following a season- 
high. nine-game winning 
streak. 

- Los Angeles Lakers 
119. Dallas Mavericks 89: 
In The Los Angeles suburb 
of Ingclwood. Kobe Bryant 
scored 16 of his career- 
high 30 points in the sec- 
ond quarter, leading the 
Los Angeles Lakers over 
the Dallas Mavericks. 

Bryant topped his previ- 
ous high of 27, set two 
nights earlier against 
Houston. Rick Fox added 
19 points for the Lakers, 
while Eddie Jones had 17 
and Elden Campbell 15. 

Michael Finley and 
Dennis Scott each scored 
18 points for the 
Mavericks, who lost their 
fifth consecutive game and 
1 1th in a row to the Lakers. 
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Seattle SuperSonics Greg Anthony (2) pulls down 
Clipper Stojko Vrankovic (L) and Dairick Marth? 
Arena . Seattle won 107-101 (Reuters photol 



PHILADELPHIA 11 1" 
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HERCULES AND 
THE AMAZON 
WOMEN 

Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


v / CINEMA TEL:6 

t PHILADELPHIA 

tv* 


Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR — LIAR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 


TtL.t’«:?K 


CINEMA 


TEL:G77420 


TTX. U 79 J 14 W 


PLAZA 
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NourAI Sharif & 
Layla Aim... in 

AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00. 
8:15. 10:30 


CONCORD . 

». 

COKCOID -I» 

A CRIME AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE 
MURDER AT 1600 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 

MO)e£n 

v. Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only J 


i GALLERIA 1 

X 

ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ... in 

AIR FORCE ONE 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:45 


n-;L »?<» 334311 


galleria 


ABDOUN 
Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30. 6 : 15 . 8:30. 1 0;30 


a rebound between Los Angel® 
U5) during first half play at ^ 


f Hi stem Yanes Theatre 
\ TEL: 625155 


NOW OX DAILY 
THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Ycutcs 
and Amal Dabbas 

For reservations call: 640155, 62?) J 
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Denmark's An ija Andersen (C) tries for a shot next to Norwegian opponents Tonje 
Sagstaen <L), Kari Solem <2ndLj and TVine Haltvik (R) during the first half of 
their final match at the/ Women's Handball World Championship in Berlin. Den- 
mark won the final match against Norway 33-20 (Reuters photo) 


Inter, Monaco and Barcelona march on 


PARIS (AFP) — The pace- 
setters stayed in charge in 
the main European leagues 
at the weekend. 

Inter Milan; playing with- 
out Brazilian superstar 
Ronaldo who is currently 
competing in Saudi Arabia 
in the Confederation Cup, 
continued their victory 
march in Italy’s Serie A 
when they beat nine-man 
AS Roma 3-0 on Sunday. 

The victory put them four 
points clear of reigning 
champions Juventus who 
drew 1-1 at relegation 
strugglers Piacenza. 

And in France, depleted 
Monaco, who qualified for 
the quarter-finals of the 
European Champions* 
League earlier in the week, 
went two points clear at the 
top when they scored their 
seventh consecutive win by 
bearing visitine Rennes I- 
0. 

Monaco, without AJi 
Benarbia, Martin Djetou 


and Nigerian striker Victor 
Ikpeba. were still able to 
produce a workmanlike 
performaee and Thierry 
Henry clinched their win 
with a goal early in the sec- 
ond-half. 

The victory left Monaco 
on 41 points from 20 out- 
ings while their main rivals 
Metz and Paris St Germain 
shared a i-1 draw at the 
Parc des Princes — Rai 
slotting home a 63nd 
minute penalty for PSG and 
quicksilver Robert Pires 
equalising five minures 
later. 

Barcelona bear Espanjrol 
3- 1 on Saturday to stay top 
in Spain — referee Brito 
Arceo having a busy match 
and showing seven yellow 
and two red cards (one of 
them to EspanyoFs coach 
Jose Antonio Camacho) 

But reigning champions 
Real Madrid also won 
when they beat visiting ■ 
Merida 1^0 Mariano Hoyas 


de la Cruz putting into his 
own net in the first-half. 

In Germany, Bayern 
Munich closed the gap on 
Kaiserlautem to four 
points when they snatched 
a 3-2 victory over Borussia 
Monchengladbaeh. ending 
a three-game losing streak. 
Kaiserlautem were beaten 
2-0 by Henha Berlin on 
Friday. 

Elsewhere world club 
champions Borussia Dort- 
mund crashed 4-2 to bot- 
tom-of-the-table Cologne. 
Dortmund's loss left the 
European Cup holders only 
two points off bottom spot 
in the standings. 


SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


England to play 
Morocco 

RABAT (AFP) — Eng- 
land are in line for an invi- 
tation lo play fellow World 
Cup qualifiers Morocco in 
May’s Hassan 11 Cup as 
part of both sides’ prepara- 
tions for next summer’s 
French adventure. Moroc- 
can coach Henri Michel 
wants his side to line up as 
many stiff tests as possible 
aside from February’s 
African Cup before the 
World Cup. Michel sees 
the Hassan n tournament 
from May 27 to 29 as the 
ideal opportunity for the 
North Africans, who face 
Brazil, Scotland and Nor- 
way in their World , Cup 
group, to gain experience 
against top sides. 

Dugarry set to 

partner 

Ravanelli 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — 
Marseille’s Fabrizio 
Ravanelli is set to get a 
new strike partner with the 
club ready to complete the 
signing of Barcelona’s 
French striker Christophe 
Dugarry. “We have basi- 
cally agreed terms but 
there are still a few details 
to iron out,” said Dugarry 
after meeting Marseille 
officials. Dugarry. who 
only joined Barca in the 
summer from AC Milan, 
would cost around $5 mil- 
lion. 


FOR RENT 

Small furnished ground floor studio. Consists of a 
large sleeping & sitting room with kitchen & 
bathroom. 

Location: Amman-Shmeisani — near Cypal Flowers. 

Kindly contact 663507 " 


Troubled Wright 
offered career leap 


LONDON (AFP) — Trou- 
bled Arsenal star Ian Wright, 
who has been urged to retire 
from football, has been 
offered the chance of further 
sporting glory — in basket- 
ball. 

The 34-year-old England 
striker, whose form has 
slumped alarmingly in recent 
months, has an open offer to 
join the Budweiser League’s 
London Leopards when he 
decides to quit football. 

Leopards coach Billy 
Mims said Monday: "As far 
as I’m concerned, Ian is wel- 
come here any rime. If Arse- 
nal don't want him that's fine 
by me. 

“He’s a natural athlete and 
has all the raw talent you 
need to make a great profes- 
sional basketball player. I 
like Ian particularly because 
he’s (he only footballer in the 
country who plays with the 
same passion 1 coach with.’c 

Mims, who led Leopards to 
the league title and National 
Cup win last season, had din- 
ner with Wright at the Carl- 
ton. Sports Awards in London 
at Babe Ruth’s, a restaurant 
with a built-in basketball 
court. 

The Arsenal ace, who per- 
formed a dunk for onlookers, 
later signed a mock contract 
to play with the Leopards. 

“He’s (old me he thinks the 
slam-dunk is the best expres- 
sion of supremacy an athlete 
has in any sport,” Mims 
added. 

“Whenever the bad boys 
drive him out of football, as 
long as I remain Leopards 
coach there will always be a 
place for him here.” 


Meanwhile, Wright has 
been backed by former Arse- 
nal strikers Frank Stapleton 
and Niall Quinn to prove to 
his critics he is not finished. 

The Irish duo cannot 
believe calls from some 
Gunners supporters for 
Wright to retire at the end of 
the season. 

Stapleton feels Wright is 
being unfairly criticised for 
the team’s erratic results. 

“He’s going through a poor 
spell and the fans are just 
looking for a scapegoat,” he 
said. 

“It’s just a knee-jerk reac- 
tion io say he should retire 
because a player like him 
does not become bad 
overnight. He's still a quality 
player and a great goalscor- 
er.” 

Quinn claims calls for 
Wright to hang up his boots 
are "absolutely ridiculous." 


Showing At Cinema Concorde 

Tel : 677420 

A Crime At The White House... 



iSIpeit* Bawadi 
THE FESTIVE MONTI 

Christmas ud Rjtfntdtf 

Com hc our leleoiaa of 
tmdhianat end moimi omfflic 
visa , lamps , bowls, uhuayi. 
nigs, waS bwgiogs& embroideries 

Select ifae PERFECT gift for tbc ort*aon{ 

Festive shop ei Beil A1 B*w*di 
and mate your holiday special 

* Telephone* <v| 
§1 818629 ^ 3)3 
828070 . 


Ministry of Education 

Invitation for bids 

Sector Educational Project - Phase II 
International Competitive Bidding (IBC) 

Loan No. (3864-Jo.) 

MOE wants to purchase the goods covered by the bids listed below which are financed 
through World Bank Loan No. (3364-Jo)/Sector Educational Project - Phase li. 
Interested eligible bidders may obtain Bidding Documents from Furniture & Equipment 
Tenders’ Division / MOE upon payment of a non-refundable fee (USS150 for each bid) 
starting from Tuesday Dec. 16. 1397 litf 12:T5 p.m. of Thursday Feb. 5. 1998. 

The latest date for submission of inquiries pertinent to these tenders is Thursday Feb. 
12, 1998. 

Bids shall be deposited in the BID BOX at the Furniture & Equipment Tenders' Division / 
MOE. or by Mail, not later than 1 1 :00 am. (local time) on Wednesday Feb. 18, 1998. 

The bids shall be opened on Wednesday Feb. 18, 1998 at 3:00 p.m. (local time). 

Bidders are informed that each bid is divided into Lots, and each Lot will be considered 
as a different contract, and their bids should be priced on a LOT BY LOT basis. 


BID NO. 

SUBJECT 

LOTS 

2/97 

compulsory schools: 
physics lab. 

electric, optical, general, magnei 
& heal experiment equipmem (5 

lots). 

3/97 

secondary schools 
physics lab. 

mechanical, optical, heat, 
nydrodynamics. electro-static, 
sound, magnet, eiecinc S radio- 
acttvkv expenmenis (9 lots). 

4/97 

pre-vocaiional education 
workshop. 

House electric appliances, 
kitchen tools, garden tools, 
electric industrial hand 
equipment, induslnal hand tools. 
plumbing tools, bench es-s hears- 
barrows. CQ2-fire extinguishers, 
sewing machines 3 scissors, 
open gas cookers with ovens (10 
torsi 


Chairman 

of Special Tenders Committee 


2nd Islamic Games for Women 

Jordanian delegation misses opening 
ceremony, general assembly meetings 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S 14-MEMBER delegation 
joined those of 12 other nations as the 
2nd Islamic Games for Women got 
underway in Tehran. 

The events of the Dec. 13-21 Games 
are held in three Iranian cities — 
Tehran, Isfahan and Rushd. 

The Jordanian delegation had left 
Amman Friday but missed Saturday’s 
opening ceremony after their flight 
was delayed in Damascus and ended 
up arriving Sunday morning. 

Jordan also missed the meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Islamic 
Solidarity Council which was appar- 
ently held last month. 

Nine Jordanian athletes will be com- 
peting in athletics, table tennis and 
badminton in the Kingdom’s first par- 
ticipation in the event — described as 


a "symbolic one” by Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Secretary-General 
Ismat Kurdi. 

The delegation also includes four 
officials and a referee. 

The event officially opened with a 
ceremony in the Azadi Stadium west 
of Tehran, and is the first such event 
organised by Iran since February 
1993. 

The exclusively female Games were 
originally expected to bring together 
about 1000 athletes from 26 countries. 

The Games are organised by Iran’s 
Sports Solidarity Council for Women, 
headed by Faezeh Hashemi. daughter 
of former Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

According to the officials, the 
Games were originally to be hosted by 
Pakistan. But they returned to Iran 
after Islamabad pleaded financial dif- 
ficulties. 


Events at the Games are athletics, 
chess, swimming, basketball, volley- 
ball, tennis, shooting, handball, bad- 
minton, gymnastics, squash, equestri- 
an and karate. 

Jordan’s delegation includes Amal 
Mutari who won a bronze medal at 
July's Pan- Arab Games, and Alia 
Tufahha — a veteran player of the 
table tennis national team. 

With all expenses to be covered by 
the hosts, four other Jordanian federa- 
tions had initially expressed interest to 
take part. .Those include basketball, 
karate, handball and gymnastics. 

The Games which will be held less 
than two weeks after the Iranian capi- 
tal hosted the 1st Southwest Asian 
Games which were open to .mens 
teams only. 

Jordan took pan in eight sports and 
won ten medals at the event 


Scots skipper McAllister may miss World Cup 


LONDON (AFP) — Scot- 
land captain Gary McAllis- 
ter will undergo keyhole 
surgery later this week in a 
bid to solve a mystery knee 
problem which could threat- 
en his chances of playing in 
the World Cup. 

The Coventry midfielder 


will have the operation to 
try to locate the source of 
swelling around his right 
knee after breaking down 30 
minutes into his side’s Pre- 
miership match with Totten- 
ham on Saturday. 

McAllister believed there 
was no more than ‘wear and 


tear' on the knee after a scan 
two weeks ago showed no 
serious damage — but the 
latest setback has sparked 
renewed fears over bis par- 
ticipation in this summer’s 
finals. 

However, despite his dis- 
appointment after undergo- 


ing medical tests, the 32- 
year-old remained opti- 
mistic that the operation 
will determine the exact 
narure of the problem. 

“It doesn’t feel like a 
major injury and it could be 
something lying there that is 
causing the pain,” he said. 


FACTORY PREMISES READY FOR 
HANDING OVER IMMEDIATELY 


For sale the following premises sited in an 
excellent location in Marka, easily accessible by 
labourers from Amman, Russeifa and Zarqa, with 
the following characteristics: 

• Land area about 8300m 2 

• Existing heavy duty steel structured hangars 
with a total area of about 2500m 2 , expandable 
within two-floored precast concrete office 
building wrth floor area of 160 m 2 

- 300 kW transformer 

• 1 63m front on a projected 20m width road, with 
existing underground telephone lines along it. 
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Just Like Aiama 
use to make 


TEMPTING TASTES OF X- MAS 
HARD TO RESIST 
HOMEMADE 
COOKIES 
CALL NOW 
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\ Enjoy The Show 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
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Tel (showroom) 079 58999 
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Iraq grants access to ‘sensitive 
sites,’ but not palaces — Butler 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
stuck to its ban on granting 
access to presidential palaces 
on Monday but agreed to let 
U.N. arms experts inspect 
other “sensitive" sites. U.N. 
disarmament chief. Richard 
Butler, announced. 

Mr. Butler, head of the U.N. 
Special Commission 

tUNSCOM) in charge of dis- 
arming Iraq, also said after 
talks with Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz that the 
file on Baghdad's proscribed 
germ warfare programme was 
still incomplete. 

The two sides worked out 
arrangements which “we can 
work with, with respect to all 
other sensitive sites." the 
Australian diplomat told the 
British television network 
WTN. 

‘It is just die presidential 
palaces themselves and Iraq 
says 'never.'" said Mr. Butler, 
the text of whose interview 
was received by AFP. 

"Now the U.N. Security 
Council will have ro make up 
its mind about what it thinks 


of that.” 1 said Mr. Butler after a 
three-hour meeting with Mr. 
Aziz, his second in as many 
days. 

They were to hold a third 
meeting later the same day 
before Mr. Butler reports back 
Thursday to the Security 
Council, which has demanded 
"unimpeded access” for 
UNSCOM to inspect any sites 
in Iraq. 

Mr. Butler said UNSCOM 
and Iraq agreed to divide "sen- 
sitive” sites into three cate- 
gories: the palaces, security 
sites and sovereignty sites. 
LN SCO M was being barred 
only from the presidential 
palaces. 

He was also not satisfied 
with Iraq’s latest account of its 
biological weapons pro- 
gramme. "There is still a gap 
between what we think is the 
case and what Iraq says. We 
still haven’t solved that prob- 
lem,” he said. 

"The basket which is look- 
ing best is missiles, chemical 
is looking fairly good, and 
biology isn't” Mr. Butler said. 


referring to the different cate- 
gories of proscribed arms. 

A U.N. oil embargo in force 
against Baghdad since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM has certified the 
elimination of all Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Butler reported “some 
progress in technical areas, in 
others less." during his visit to 
Baghdad. “Tonight, when we 
get together, it has to be put 
together as a whole result." he 
said, referring to the final 
meeting with Mr. Aziz. 

British. French and Russian 
commissioners of UNSCOM 
took part in the Aziz-Butler 
talks, in response to Iraqi 
charges that the Special 
Commission is dominated by 
the United States. 

Despite warnings in the 
Iraqi press last week that Mr. 
Butler's mission was doomed 
because Baghdad would rule 
out inspections of “sensitive” 
sites, the newspapers adopted 
a conciliatory tone on 
Monday. 


A1 Thawra. voice of the rul- 
ing Baath Party, said Mr. 
Butler was “capable, if he 
wants, to turn a new page and 
to deal with us in a new spirit." 

“What we ask of Mr. Butler 
is that he does not ally himself 
with our American enemies, 
that he does not become an 
adversary” it said, urging the 
UNSCOM chief to remain 
neutral. 

The talks on Sunday were 
the first encounter between 
Mr. Butler, dubbed a “mad 
dog” in Iraq's press, and Mr. 
Aziz since a crisis over 
UNSCOM inspections began 
in late October. 

Since UNSCOM resumed 
inspections on November, 
after Iraq dropped a three- 
week ban on U.S. members of 
the Special Commission, it 
has carried out a total of 370 
inspections on a daily basis, 
according to Iraq's news 
agency 1NA. 

The inspections have been 
free of incident, but the arms 
experts have not tried to enter 
the sensitive sites. 


Indyk meets Assad for talks 
on restarting peace process 


DAMASCUS (AFP.) — U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk met Syrian 
President Hafez Assad here 
Monday for talks expected to 
focus on re-starting Israeti- 
Syrian peace negotiations 
frozen for nearly two years. 

Mr. Indyk. who arrived in 
Damascus by land from 
Jordan, met with Mr. Assad at 
the People's Palace, said 
Gibran Kurieh. the Syrian 
presidential spokesman. 

The meeting was attended 
by Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa and the U.S. 
ambassador to Syria, 
Christopher Ross. Mr. Kurieh 
said. 

Mr. Indyk’s talks with Mr. 
Assad followed a two-hour 
meeting with Mr. Sharaa dur- 
ing which they discussed “the 
situation in the region and the 
prospects of establishing a 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace,” an official said 

Official Syrian newspapers 
ran editorials on Monday con- 
demning the government of s 


right-wing Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyarain 

Netanyahu. 

An editorial in the state-run 
Tishrin newspaper denounced 
the Israeli government for 
refusing to abide by promises 
made by the late Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for u 
‘‘complete withdrawal from 
the Golan.” 

“The radical racist leaders of 
Tel Aviv think that their 
aggressiveness will scare the 
Arabs in general and Syria in 
particular. But Syria has 
proven that it will not give up 
its rights nor its lands.” the 
daily said 

Mr. Indyk. a former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, is on a 
tour of the Middle East that 
has already taken him to 
Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories. He is 
due in Lebanon on Tuesday. 

Peace talks between Israel 
and Syria have been stalled 
since a spate of suicide bomb- 
ings by Palestinian activists in 
Israel in February 1996. 


Syria wants the talks to 
resume at the point where they 
were broken off with the pre- 
vious Labour government in 
Israel, which Damascus 
insists included an agreement 
to hand back the Golan 
Heights. 

Syria demands that any 
peace deal with the Jewish 
state include an agreement to 
return the strategic Golan 
plateau which Israel has occu- 
pied since the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

Mr. Netanyahu, since taking 
office in May 1996. has 
repeatedly urged Syria to 
come back to the peace nego- 
tiating table without pre-con- 
ditions, but has ruled out 
handing back the Golan. 

Mr. Indyk's tour will pave 
the way for Thursday's meet- 
ing in Europe of US. 
Secretary' of State Madeleine 
Albright and Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to discuss 
planned Israeli troop with- 
drawals from the West Bank. 


Aborted plan to train troops as dockers 
not smart — Australian government 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
Australian government 
admitted Monday an abort- 
ed scheme in which some 
of its soldiers were trained 
in Dubai as port workers 
was a public relations dis- 
aster but denied any 
involvement. 

The move followed a 
decision by the United Arab 
Emirates to cancel the visas 
of 70 Australians, including 
30 serving soldiers, amid 
allegations they were being 
trained as strike-breakers. 

“You’d have to say in 
terms of public relations, 
going out and employing 
serving military personnel 
was not a smart idea.” 
Workplace Relations 
Minister Peter Reith told 


ABC Radio. 

‘in terms of giving the 
unions the upper hand in 
the public debate. I think 
that was the obvious conse- 
quence.” 

Training of the group was 
suspended following a 
threat by the International 
Transport Federation (ITFi 
to impose bans which 
would have disrupted trade 
in the Gulf emirate, one of 
the world's busiest ports. 

The Maritime Union of 
Australia (MUA) and the 
Labour opposition said the 
training scheme was part of 
a government plan to smash 
the union’s labour monop- 
oly on Australia's ports 
with the use of a group of 
“industrial mercenaries" 


hired as strike-breakers. 

Mr. Reith denied govern- 
ment involvement in the 
plan, under which the union 
and opposition said up 250 
men were to be trained as 
strike-breakers. 

The ITF had threatened 
that unions representing 
five million workers in 120 
countries would refuse to 
handle ships or planes car- 
rying cargo or oil from 
Dubai. 

The row erupted amid so 
far unsuccessful efforts to 
reform a waterfront here 
which industry, farmers and 
government say is over- 
manned. riddled with obso- 
lete work practices and 
grossly inefficient. 


Clinton welcomes Khatami’s outreach 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton on 
Monday hailed Iranian 
President Mohammad 

Khatami's warm words to the 
American people but warned 
that his desired dialogue with 
them would be conditional on 
concrete action. 

*1 was quite encouraged by 
Mr. Khatami's statement. It 


was welcome.” Mr. Clinton 
told reporters at the White 
House. 

Mr. Khatami Sunday hailed 
“the great American people.” 
in a" speech outlining his 
vision of an Iranian society 
where human rights are 
respected and laws obeyed. 

In the warmest words 
towards the United States 
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from an Iranian leader since 
the 1979 Islamist revolution. 
Mr. Khatami also said: “I 
hope in the not too distant 
future I will be able to address 
the American people.” 

Mr. Clinton said such a con- 
tact was possible but warned 
that there would be precondi- 
tion 1 ;. 

“I would like nothing better 
than to have a dialogue with 
Iran as long as we can have an 
honest discussion of all the 
relevant issues.” he said. 

*Tm mainly concerned 
about the sponsorship of ter- 
rorism. the violent attacks on 
the [Mideast] peace process 
and about the development 
and acquisition of weapons of 
mass destruction." he said. 

“We will continue to be 
concerned about those things 
but I was quite encouraged by 
those and 1 think tlx: 
American people should be." 
he said. 


Surgeon 
jailed in 
Egypt for 
death of girl 
after incision 

CAIRO f AFP) — A surgeon 
has been convicted of "gross 
negligence" by an Egyptian 
court and sentenced to one 
year in prison after a 14- year- 
old girl he circumcised died, 
government newspapers 
reported on Monday. 

Sunday’s verdict came 
ahead of a Dec. 2S ruling by 
Egypt's top administrative 
court on a controversial 
health ministry ban on female 
circumcision which is con- 
tested by Islamists. 

Doctor Rabih Ibrahim 
Mahjub. 32. was convicted 
by a court in Qalivub. 20 
kilometres north of Cairo, of 
“gross negligence and 
wrongfully causing the 
death." of Amina Abu AJ Ela 

The court found that the 
surgeon had performed the 
operation in “unsanitary con- 
ditions” at the girl’s home. Al 
Akhbar and Al Jumhuriya 
dailies reported. 

“The doctor gave the girl a 
shot of anaesthesia without 
the assistance of an anaes- 
thetist causing her lo suffer 
from a drop in blood pressure 
leading to her death.” Al 
Akhbar said. 

The cuurt sentenced Dr. 
Mahjub io one year in prison, 
fined him $15 and ordered 
him to pay the girl’s father 
SI 50 as initial conifvnsation. 

According to official esti- 
mates. per cent of 
Egyptian girls arc circum- 
cised and more than 70 per 
cent of the operations are cur- 
ried out at home in unsanitary 
conditions, often leading to 
girls Heeding to death. 


Netanyahu 
sends letter 
to Israeli spy 

TEL AVIV <R i — An Israeli 
cabinet minister will deliver a 
letter from Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu to con- 
vieicd .American spy Jonathan 
Pollard when she inceLs him in 
prison this week, officials said 
on Sunday . 

The lener says Israelis are 
concerned abxit Pollard's 
“ongoing '•uffering" :ind 
expresses the wish that he will 
be "a free man in Ute near 
future." said Mr. Netanyahu's 
spokesman, who read part of it 
on Israel Radio, 

The radio said Uiis was the 
first time an Israeli prime min- 
ister had sent a letter to Pollard, 
a former U.S. naval intelligence 
officer convicted in 1986 or 
passing Israel classified infor- 
mation on Arab countries. 

Lracl has nc^cr admitted it 
used Pollard, an American Jew, 
as a spy. He is serving a life 
sentence for the affair (hat 
strained relations between the 
two allies. 



THE STAR IS UP: A Palestinian municipal worker places the star on top of 
the Christmas tree Monday outside the Church of the Nativity' (rear), the tra- 
ditional birthplace of Jesus Christ. As Christmas approaches, more and more 
tourists flock to Manger Square and the Nativity Church to see the birth- 
place of Christ, but many Palestinian shopkeepers report very low sales and 
they do not see this Christmas as being too prosperous (Reuters photo) 


NATO hopes Turkey-EU 
row will not damage ties 


BRUSSELS (R) — Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cent 
arrived in Brussels on Monday 
amid some concern ihul his 
country ’s dramatic breach with 
the European Union could 
damage relations within the 
NATO alliance. 

Senior NATO officials told 
reporters that it was premature 
to say what wider impact, if 
any. the row with the Eli might 
have, hur they made clear that 
NATO preferred Turkey to be 
“closer to Europe." 

‘‘A healthy relationship 
between Enmpc and Turkey 
helps NATO." one senior offi- 
cial at alliance lieadquarters 
.said. 'Turkey has to Hr given a 
perspective in Europe.” he 
added. 

Mr. Corn was in Brussels lor 
the two-day. semi-annual meet- 
ing of NATO foreign ministers 
which was due lo begin on 
Tuesday. 

The Turkish government is 
offended dial a weekend Ell 
summit f.iiled to formally 
recognise its dcc;idcs-old mem- 
bership application while 
agreeing to open negotiations 
with II oilier countries. 

Prime Minister Mcsut Yilninz 
has rejected an invitation to a 
conference • »f current and aspir- 
ing El. 1 members next yciir. and 
said Ankara will not hold talks 
with tire Ell on C yprus. Greece 
or <Mher key issues. 

The move raised s|vailmion 
dial the Turkish p,irli ament 
could, in indirect retaliation, 
refuse to ratify enlargement of 
the Atlantic Alliance, which is 
due to issue fonual accession 
treaties to Poland. Hungary .ind 
the Oech Republic this week. 


EU ‘regrets’ Ankara’s reaction, seeks to pursue contacts 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The European Union expressed 
regret Monday at Turkey's furious reaction to being left 
out or EU enlargement plans for the time being, but said 
it hoped to maintain contacts. An EU statement said that 
Ankara's negative interpretation of the ELI decision was 
not justified. After being shut out of EU enlargement 
plans, Turkey on Sunday said it was cutting political dia- 
logue with the bloc and rejecting an offer to take part in a 
new pan-European conference next year. All 15 EU 
members. 1 1 candidate countries and Turkey were invit- 
ed to the conference. 


Turkey has been a member of 
NATO since 1 952. Despite an 
association with the EU going 
hack lo the early 1960s. it was 
not included on the EU’s list of 
1 1 prospective new members 
agreed al the EU summit in 
Luxembourg on Saturday. 

Former communist states in 
Eastern and Central Europe are 
now all seen as potential NATO 
and Ell members. 

Tlie Turkish cabinet respond- 
ed angrily to ilie summit deci- 
sion. insisting (hat tile EU was 
trying to place special condi- 
tions on eventual Turkish mem- 
bership. 

Turkish sources sav Greece 
and Germany, both fellow 
NATO members, arc seen by 
Ankira as die main opponents 
of giving predominantly 
Muslim Turkey the “candidate” 
metnbersliip' status that it seeks 
with llie El I. 

They say Turkey is offended 
thill countries such as Romania 
and Bulgaria arc on die EU list 
while the Turks remain in 
limbo with less-dian-cintirdidc 

status. 

A senior NATO official said 
lie did not anticipate problems 


with Turkish ratification of the 
historic NATO enlargement to 
include the three former Soviet 
satellite states. 

He added that, lo bis knowl- 
edge. Turkey had not revoked a 
NATO compromise accord 
with Greece — a breakthrough 
achieved earlier this month — 
which permitted the alliance to 
adopt a comprehensive new 
command structure. 

Senior NATO officials 
praised the positive contribu- 
tion Turkey made to the 
alliance ;md to overcoming 
problems with its ancient 
A eye: in rival. Greece. 

One noted that this was nm 
the first time that EU-Turkish 
relations had been clouded. 
“We have not scon the commit- 
nwnt, engagement or fortitude 
ol Turkey affected [in the 
past]" the official told 
* reporters. 

Diplomatic sources said it 
was no secret that the United 
Stales would like to sec Turkov 
become a member of all major 
Western institutions. Prime 
Minister 'll Irnaz is scheduled to 
visit Washington on Friday. 


Annan calls for ‘sustained’ Cyprus talks 


UNITED NATIONS lAFP) 
— U.N. SeetvUiry-Geitcr.il 
Kofi Annan on Monday urged 
Cypriot leaders to take part in 
“continuing and sustained" 

U.N .-sponsored negotiations 
on a settlement for Cyprus. 

Mr. Annan said he remained 
convinced about the need ir> 
ensure that “the two commu- 
nity lexers will inter upon, as 
soon as possible, a coni inning 
and sustained process of nego- 
tiations” focusing on the legal 
foundations for a proposed 
settlement. 

Mr. Annan's report to the 
U.N. Security Gained was 
released here as the Turkish- 
Cypriot news agency TAK 
quoted Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denklasli as saying dial 
“the |L T .N.-sponsored] inicr- 


comniunol lalks arc dead." 

Mr. Dcuktash told TAK lie 
would maintain contacts with 
the United Nations, hut a 
U.N.-prnposed federation 
between the Turkish- and 
(ircek-Cyprioi communities 
“is not on the cards." 

“A federation eon only coinc 
about only when our slate is 
recognised." he said. 

Hie eastern Mediterranean 
island has been divided since 
Turkish troops occupied die 
north in 1974 in response („ ;J 
coup in Nicosia aimed at nnit- 
ing Cyprus with Greece. 

Mr. Denklasli is riimindine 
recognition for his hrcuknwuv 
Turkish Republic of Nnriliem 
Cyprus, proclaimed in ] 0S3 
but recognised only by Turkey. 

Two rounds of U.N.-spon- 


sored talks between Cyprus 
President Glafcos Cleridcs, a 
Greek Cypriot and Mr. 
Dcnkiash collapsed this sum- 
mer mainly over a row over 
European Union membership 
for Cyprus. 

EU leaders decided at a 
weekend summit j n 
Luxembourg to begin mem- 
bership negotiations on 
Mur.ch 30 with Cyprus' inter- 

nalionally-reurognised govern- 
ment. dominated by" Greek 
Cypriots, and five Eastern 
European countries. 

The EU also called for rep- 
resentatives of the Turkish- 
c yrript community to partici- 
pate in the talks. But Mr. 
Dcnktash has rejected the 
offer. 



Elton John to 
give $34 million 
to Princess Diana 
Charity Fund 

LONDON ( AFP) - Elton 
John is to hand over a 
cheque for $34 million to 
the Princess Diana Chariis 
Fund, from the sales .if 
“Candle in the Wind," tht 
song he sang at her funeral 
The Sun daily reponof 
John will give the chequ^ 
in the next few days to the 
princess' sister Sarah 
McCorquodale who is 
looking after the fund. ife 
paper said. It is claimed 
that “Candle in the WimT 
has sold 33 million copitr, 
worldwide, which would 
make it the best-selling q* 
gle in history, outpacing 
Bing Crosby's 1943 chev- 
nut “White Christmas." 

BB King to 
sing at Vatican 
Xmas concert 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
Blues great BB King has a 
date at the Vatican for this 
year’s traditional 

Christmas concert. French 
singer Mireille Mathieu 
will also be among those 
taking part in the concert 
which is raising money for 
a church-building project 
in Rome. Vatican officials 
said. They will be backed 
by the Monte Cario 
Philharmonic under Renaw 
Serio and James DePreist 
The concert is on Dec. l a 
in the Paul VI room, where 
Pope John Paul II normal!) 
receives pilgrims. 

Nanny’s Brooklyn 
whine comes 
naturally to 
Fran Drescher 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
“People always come up in 
me to ask me ‘Do you real- 
ly talk like that?’ and I say. 
‘What? Like what?’” says 
Fran Drescher, star of the 
hit show “The Nanny.' 
Although her nasal 
Brooklyn whine is as much 
a feature of the show as ik 
other .characters. Drescher 
used to be so self-con- 
scious about her voice that 
she considered vocal 
lessons to refine it. Bui 
when producers of “The 
Nanny” first heard her 
speak, they told her to stick 
with what she had. 

Chumbawamba 
singer arrested 
in mini-skirt 


LONDON (AFP) - 
Danben Nobacon, sinctf 
of the British anarchic 
group Chumbawamba * 
indignant that Italian police 
picked him up and pul biro 
in jail in Florence after he 
went out in a mini-skirt- "I 
was indignant, rcall)- 
because 1 knew they bw 
stopped me for wearing J 
skirt." said the singer in 
interview with MeW. 1 
Maker magazine. Sft 
policemen were mobile 
to get him into a cell where 
he was held for six hour 1 * 
before being released. He 
said the police claimed h-‘ 
was detained for not havif? 
his passport on him. 

Frozen mummy 
of sacrificed Inca 
found in Peru 

AREQUIPA (R) "j 
Another well-preset'^ 
frozen mummy of a y^l? 
Inca sacrificed to the no' 1 ' 
more than 500 years ago 
has been discovered 
snow-clad Andean pe» 1 
southern Peru, arch**"^ 
gists said. It is only the 
ond find of a virtue 
undamaged frozen 1^' 
mummy and should P^" 
vide unique information 
the civilisation's lifesiyle 
the mountain regions • 
team led by U.S. ©F* p i 
Johan Reinhard 
Peruvian archaeology 
Jose Antonio Chavez ire* 
the mummy at a heich' ‘ 
5.800 meters near thcJ®*' 
mit of Mount AmpaW a 
Peru’s second c • 
Arequipa. 
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